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. CHAPTER I. 

^^ I will watch to-night ; 
Perchance 'twill walk again.'* 



Hamlet. 



^^ May not this be a warning given in 
mercy P*^ the Puritan, at all times disposed to 
yield credit to supernatural manifestations of 
the care of Providence, demanded, with a so- 
lemnity that did not £eu1 to produce its impres- 
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sion on most of his auditors. ^* The history of 
our colonies is full of the evidences of these 
merciful interpositions."*' 

"We will thus consider it/^ returned the 
stranger, to whom the question seemed more 
particularly addressed. ** The first measure 
shall be to seek out the danger to which it 
points. Let the youth they call Dudley, give 
me the aid of his powerful frame and manly 
courage ; then trust* the discovery of the mean- 
ing of these frequent speakings of the conch 
to me." 

** Surely, Submission, thou wilt not again be 
the first to go forth !^ exclaimed Mark^ in a 
surprise that was equally manifested by Content 
and Ruth, the latter of whom pressed her little 
image to her side, as though the bare proposal 
presented a powerful picture of supernatural 

■ 

danger. ** 'Twill be well to think maturely on 
the step ere thou runnest the hazard of such an 
adventure." 

« Better it should be I,'' said Content, " who 
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am accustomed to forest signs, and aJI the usual 
testimonials of the presence of those who may 
wish us barm.'' 

'^No/' said he, who for the first time had 
been called ^ Submission,' a name that savoured 
of the religious enthusiasm of the times, and 
which might have been adopted as an open 
avowal of bis readiness to bow beneath some 
peculiar dispensation of Providence ; ^^ this 
service shall be mine. Thou art both husband 
and father; and many are there who look to 
thy safety as to their rock of earthly support 
and comfort, while neither kindred^ nor — but 
we will not speak of things foreign to our pur- 
pose. Thou knowest, Mark Heathcote, that 
peril and I are no strangers. There is little 
need to bid me be prudent. Come, bold woods- 
man, shoulder thy musket, and be ready to do 
credit to thy manhood, should there be reason 
to prove it." 

^^ And why not Reuben Ring ?^ said a hurried 
female voice, that all knew to proceed from the 
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lips of the sister of the youth just named. " He 
is quick of eye and ready of hand^ in trials like 
these ; would it not be well to succour thy party 
with such aid ?'' 

'^ Peace, girl,^ meekly observed Ruth. " This 
matter is already in the ordering of one used to 
command; there needeth no counsel from thy 
short experience.*' 

Faith shrunk back abashed, the flush which 
had mantled over her brown cheek deepening to 
a tint like that of blood. 

Submission (we use the appellation in the 
absence of all others) fastened a searching 
glance for a single moment on the countenance 
of the girl, and then, as if his attention had not 
been devoted from the principal subject in hand, 
he rejoined, coolly — 

" We go as scouters, and observers of that 
which may hereafter call for the ready assistance 
of this youth ; but numbers would expose us to 
observation without adding to our usefulness. 
And yet,^ he added, arresting his footstep. 
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which was already turned towards the door, 
and looking earnestly and long at the Indian 
^y> ^ perhaps there standeth one who might 
much enlighten us^ would he but speak !^ 

This remark drew every eye on the person of 
the captive. The lad stood the scrutiny with 
the undismayed and immoveable composure of 
Us race. But though his eye met the looks of 
those around him haughtily and in pride, it was 
not gleaming with any of that stem defiance 
which had so ofteti been known to glitter in his 
glances, when he had reason to think that his 
fortunes or hU person was the subject of the 
peculiar observation of those with whom he 
dwelt. On the contrary, the expression of his 
dark visage ,was that rather of amity than of 
hatred, and there was a moment when the look 
he cast upon ^uth and her offspring was visibly 
touched with a feeling of concern. A glance, 
charged with such a meaning, could not espape 
the quick-sighted vigilance of a mother. 

"The child hath proved himself worthy to 
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be trusted/' she said ; ^* and in the name of Him 
who looketh into and knoweth all hearts, let him 
once more go forth.'* 

Her lips became sealed, for again the conch 
announced the seeming impatience of those 
without to be admitted. The full tones of the 
shell thrilled on the nerves of the listeners, as 
though they proclaimed the coming of some 
great and fearful judgment. 

In the midst of these often-repeated and mys- 
terious sounds, Submission alone seemed calm 
and unmoved. Turning his look from the 
countenance df the boy, whose head had drop- 
ped upon his breast as the last notes of the 
conch rang among the buildings, he motioned 
hurriedly to Dudley to follow, and left the 
place. 

There was, in good truth, 'that in the se- 
cluded situation of the valley, the darkness of 
the hour, and the nature of the several inter- 
ruptions, which might readily awaken deep con- 
cern in the breasts of men as firm even as those 
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who now issued into the open air, in quest of 
the solution of doubts that were becoming in- 
tensely painful. The stranger, or Submission, 
as we may in future have frequent occasion to 
call him, led the way in silence to a point of the 
eminence without the buildings, where the eye 
might overlook the palisadoes that hedged the 
»des of the acclivity, and command a view be- 
yond of all that the dusky and imperfect light 
would reveal. 

It was a scene that required familiarity with 
a border life to be looked on, at any moment, 
with indifference. The broad, nearly intermi* 
nable, and seemingly trackless forest, lay about 
them, boiindiiig the view to the narrow Umits 
of the valley, as though it were some straitened 
oasis amidst an ocean of wilderness. Within 
the boundaries of the cleared land, objects were 
less indistinct ; though even those nearest and 
most known were now seen only in the confused 
and gloomy outlines of night 
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Across this dim prospect, Submission and his 
companion gazed long and cautiously. 

^^ There is nought but motionless stumps, 
and fences loaded with . snow,^' said the former, 
^hen his eye had roamed over the whole circuit 
of the view, which lay on the side of the valley, 
where they stood. " We must go forth^ that 
we look nearer to the fields.^' 

*^ Thither then is the postern,'' said Dudley, 
observing that the other took a direction oppo- 
site to that which led to the gate. But a gesture 
of authority induced him at the next instant 
to restrain his voice, and to follow whither his 
companion chose to lead the way. 
- The stranger made a circuit of half the hill 
ere he descended to the palisadoes, at a point 
where lay long and massive piles of wood, 
which had been collected for the fuel of the 
family. This spot was one that overlooked the 
steepest acclivity of the eminence, which was 
in itself, just there, so difficult' of ascent, as to 
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render the provision of the pickets far less ne- 
cessary than in its more even faces. Still no 
useful precaution, for the security of the fa- 
mily, had been neglected, even at this strong 
point of the works. The piles of wood were 
laid at such a distance from the pickets as to 
afford no facilities for scaling them ; while, on 
the other hand, they formed platforms and 
breast-works, that might have greatly added to 
the safety of those who should be required 
to defend this portion of the fortress. Taking 
his way directly amid the parallel piles,, the 
stranger descended rapidly through the whole 
of their mazes, until he had reached the open 
space between the outer of the rows and the 
palisadoes, a space that was warily left too wide 
to be passed by the leap of man. 

^^ ^Tis many a day since foot of mine has 
been in this spot,'* said Eben Dudley, feeling 
bis way along a path that his companion 
threaded Ivithout' any apparent hesitation. 
^^ My own hand laid this outer pile, some 

B 3 
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winters since, and certain am I^ that from 
that hour to this, man hath not touched a billet 
of the wood ; and yet, for one who hath come 
from over sea, it would appear that thou hast 
no great difficulty in making way among the 
narrow lanes P 

*^ He that hath sight may well choose between 
air and beechen logs,'* returned the other, stop- 
ping at the palisadoes, and in a place that was 
concealed from any prying eyes within the 
works, by triple and quadruple barriers of 
wood. Feeling in his girdle, he then drew 
forth something which Dudley was not long in 
discovering to be a key. While the latter, aided 
by the little light that fell from the heavens, 
was endeavouring to make the most of his eyes. 
Submission applied the instrument to a lock 
that was artfully sunk in one of the timbers, at 
the height of a man^s breast from the ground, 
and giving a couple of vigorous turns, a piece 
of the palisado, some half a fathom long, 
yielded on a powerful hinge below, and falling, 
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made an opening^ sufficiently large for the pas- 
gage of a human body. 

^* Here is a sally-port ready proTided for our 
sortie,^' the stranger coolly observed, motion- 
ing to thie other to precede him. When Dudley 
had passed, his companion followed, and the 
opening was then carefully closed and locked^ 

^^ Now is all fast again, and we are in the 
fields without raising alarm to any of mortal 
birth, at least,^ continued the guide, thrusting 

a hand into the folds of his doublet, as if to 
feel for a weapon, and preparing to descend 
the difficult declivity which still lay between 
him and the base of the hill. Eben Dudley 
hesitated to follow. The interview with the 
traveller in the mountains occurred to his heated 
imagination, and the visions of a prestigious 
agency revived with all their original force. 
The whole manner and the mysterious charac- 
ter of his companion was little likely to re- 
assure a mind disturbed with such images. 
• " There is a rumour going in the colony,'' 
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muttered the borderer, " that the invisibles are 
permitted for a time to work th^r evil, and it 
may well happen that some of their ungodly 
members shall journey to the Wish-Ton- Wish,, 
in lack of better employment.^^ 

" Thou sayest truly," replied the stranger ; 
** but the power that allows of their wicked 
torments may have seen fit to provide an' agent 
of its own, to defeat their subtleties. We will 
now draw nearer to the gate, in order that an 
eye may be kept on their malicious designs.*^^ 

Submission spoke with gravity, and not with- 
out a certain manner of solemnity. Dudley 
yielded, though with a divided and a disturbed 
mind, to his suggestion. Still he folkiwed in 
the footsteps of the stranger, -with a caution 
that miglit well have eluded the vigilance of 
any agency shurt of that which drew its means 
of information fr<Hn sources deeper than any of 
human power. 

When the two watchers had found a secret 
and suitable place, not far from the postern, 
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they disposed themselves in silence to await 
the result. ' The outbuildings lay in deep 
quiet, not a sound of any sort arising from all 
of the many tenants they were known to con- 
tain. The lines of ragged fences; the black- 
ened stumps capped with little pyramids, of 
snow ; the taller and sometimes -suspiciously 
looking stubs ; an insulated tree, and, finally, 
the broad border of forest, were alike motion- 
less, gloomy, and clothed in the doubtful forms 
of night. Still the space around the well- 
secured and trebly-barred postern was vacant. 
A sheet of spotless snow^ served as a back 
ground, that would have been sure to betray 
the presence of any object passing over its sur- 
face. Even the conch might be seen suspended 
from one of the timbers, as mute and inoiFen- 
Mve as the hour when it had been washed by 
the waves on the sands of the sea-shore. 

" Here will we watch for the coming of the 
stranger, be he commissioned, by the powers of 
air, or be he one sent on an errand of earth," 



14 THS B0&1>£BEES. 

whispered Submission, preparing his arms for 
immediate use^ and disposing of his person, at 
the same time, in a manner most convenient 
to endure the weariness of a patient watch. 

^^ I would my mind Mrere at ease, on the 
question of right-doing in dealing harm to one 
who disturbs the quiet of a border familj^^ said 
Dudley, in ' a tone sufficiently repressed for 
caution ; ^' it may be found prudent to strike 
the first blow, should one like an over-sea gal- 
lant, after all, be inclined to trouble us at this 
hour.'^ 

^*In that strait thou wilt do well to give 
little heed to the order of the ofifences,'' gloomily 
returned the other. " Should another messenger 
of JBngland appear—^ 

He paused, for a note of the conch was 
heard rising gradually on the air, until the 
whole of the wide valley was filled with its 
rich and melancholy sound. 

" Lip of man is not at the shell !'' exclaimed 
the stranger, who, like Dudley, had made a 
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forward movement towards the postern, 
the instant the blast reached his ear, and 
who, like Dudley, recoiled, in an amazement 
that even his practised self-command could not 
conceal, as he undeniably perceived the truth 
of that his speech affirmed. ^* This exceedeth 
all former instances of marvellous visitations !" 

** It is vain to pretend to raise the feeble 
nature of man to the level of things coming 
fixjm the invisible world," returned the woods- 
man at his side. ^^ In such a strait it is seemly 
that sinful men should withdraw to the dwel- 
lings, where we may sustain our feebleness by 
the spiritual strivings of the captain/' 

To this discreet proposal the stranger 
raised no objection. Without taking the time 
necessary to effect their retreat with the pre-, 
caution that had been observed in their ad- 
vance, the two adventurers quickly found 
themselves at the secret entrance, through 
which they had so lately issued. 

** Enter,'' said the stranger, lowering the piece; 
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of tbe palisado; for the passage of his com- 
panion, ^^ enter of a Heaved*s sake ! for it is 
truly meet that we assemble all our spiritual 
succour." 

Dudley was in the act of complying, when 
a dark line, accompanied by a low rushing 
sound, cut the air between his head and that 
of his companion. At the next instant a flint- 
headed arrow quivered in the timber. 
. " The heathen !" shouted the borderer, re- 
covering all his manhood as the familiar dan- 
ger became apparent, and throwing back a 
stream of fire in the direction from which the 
treacherous missile had come. ^^ To the pali- 
sadoes, men ! the bloody heathen is upon us l^ 

^^ The heathen !" — echoed the stranger, in a 
deep, steady, commanding voice, that had evi- 
dently often' raised the warning in scenes of 
even greater emergency, and levelling a pistol, 
which brought a dark form that was gliding 
across the snow, to one knee, — ** the heathefn ! 
the bloody heathen is upon us !'^ 



TH£ BOADBBERS. 17 

As if both assmlants and assailed paused, 
one moment of profound stiUness succeeded this 
fierce interruption of the quiet of the night 
Then the cries of the two adventurers were an- 
swered by a burst of yells from a wide circle, 
that nearly environed the hUL At the same 
moment, each dark object in the fields,^ gave 
up a human form. The shouts were followed 
by a cloud of arrows, that rendered further 
delay without the cover of the palisodoes, 
eminently hazardous. Dudley entered, but the 
passage of the stranger, would have been cut 
off, by a leaping, whooping band that pressed 
fiercely on his rear, had not a broad sheet of 
flame, glancing from . the hill directly in their 
swarthy and grim countenances, driven the 
assailants back upon their own footsteps^ In 
another moment, the bolts of the lock were 
passed, and the two fugitives were in safety 
behind the ponderous piles of wood. 
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CHAPTER II. 



" There need no ghost, my lord, oome fiom the grave, 
To tell 118 this." 

ffamiet. 



Although the minds of most, if not of all 
the inmates of the Wish-Ton- Wish had been 
so powerfully exercised that night, with a belief 
that the powers of the invisible world were 
about to be let loose upon them, the danger 
had now presented itself in a shape too pal- 
pable to admit of further doubt. The cry of 
* the heathen !^ had been raised from every lip ; 
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even the daughter and el^ve of Ruth repeated 
it, as they fled wailing through the buildings, 
and, for a moment, terror and surprise appeared 
to involve the assailed in inextricable confusion. 
But the promptitude of the young men in rush-- 
ing to the rescue, with the steadiness of Content, 
soon restored order. Even the females assumed 
at least the semblance of composure ; the family 
having been too long trained to meet the exi* 
gencies of such an emergency to be thrown en- 
tirely off its guard, for more than the first and 
the most appalling moments of the alarm. 

The effect of the sudden repulse was such as 
all experience had taught the colonists to ex* 
pect in their Ind^ warfare. The uproar of the 
onset ceased as abruptly as it had commenced ; 
and a calmness so tranquil and a stillness so 
profound succeeded, that one who had for the 
first time witnessed such a scene might readily 
have fancied it the effects of some wild and fear- 
ful illusion. 

During these moments of general and deep 
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silence, the two adventurers, whose retreat bad 
probably hastened the assault, by offering the 
temptation of an easy passage within the works, 
left the cover of the piles of wood, and ascended 
the hill to the place where Dudley knew Con- 
tent was to be posted, in the event of a summons 
to the defences. 

" Unle$s much inquiry hath deceived me in 
the nature of the heathen's craftiness,'^ said 
the stranger,^* we shall have breathing time, 
ere the onset be renewed. The experience of 
a soldier bids me say that prudence now urges 
us to look into the number and position of our 
foes, that we may order our resistance with bet- 
ter understanding of their force.'' 

"In what manner of way may this be done ? 
Thou seest nought about us but the quiet and 
the darkness of night. Speak of the number 
of our enemies we cannot ; and sally forth we 
may not, without certain destruction to all who 
quit the palisadoes.*" 

" Thou forgetest that we have a hostage 
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in the boy ; he may be turned to some advan-> 
tage, if our power over his person be used with 
discretion.**' 

" I doubt that we deceive ourselves with a hope 
that is vain,^ returned Content, leading the way 
as he spoke, however^ towards the court which 
communicated with the principal dwelling. ^^ I 
have closely studied the eye of that lad, since 
r his unaccountable entrance within the works, 
and little do I find there that should t^ach us 
to expect confidence. It will be happy if some 
secret understanding with those without has not 
aided him in passing the palisadoes, and that he 
prove not a dangerous spy on our force and 
movements,'* 

*^ In regard to that he hath entered the 
dwelling without sound of conch or aid of pos- 
tern, be not disturbed," returned the stranger, 
with composure. ** Were it fitting, this mys- 
tery might be of easy explanation ; but it may 
truly need all our sagacity to discover whether 
he hatli connection with our foes. The mind of 



83 THE BORDEREBS. 

a native does not give up its secrets like the sur- 
fai^.of a vanity.feeding mirror." 

The stranger spoke like a man who wrapped 
a portion of his thoughts in reserve ; and his 
companion listened as one who comprehended 
more than it might be seemly or discreet to be- 
tray. With this secret 'and yet equivocal un- 
derstanding of each other's meaning, they en- 
tered the dwelling, and soon found themselves 
in the presence of those they sought. 

The constant danger of their situation had 
compelled the family to bring themselves within 
the habits of a methodical and severely regu- 
lated order of defence. Duties were assigned, in 
the event of alarm, to the feeblest bodies and 
the faintest hearts; and during the moments 
which preceded the visit of her husband, Ruth 
had been endeavouring to commit to her female 
subordinates the several necessary charges that 
usage, and more particularly the emergency of 
the hour, appeared so imperiously to require. 

" Hasten^ Charity, to the bloqk,'^ she said. 
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^* and look into tb6 condition' of the buckets and 
the ladders, that, should the heathen drive us to 
its shelter, provision of water and means of re- 
treat be not wanting in our extremity ; and hie 
thee. Faith, into the upper apartmoQts, to see 
that no lights tnay direct their murderous aim at 
any in the chambers* Thoughts come tardily 
when the arrow or the bullet hath already taken 
its flight And now that the first assault is over, 
Mark, and we may hope to meet the wiles of the 
enemy by some prudence of our own, thou may- 
est go forth to thy father. It would have been 
tempting Providence too rashly, hadst thou 
rushed, unbidden and uninformed, into the first 
hurry of the danger. Come hither, child, and 
receive the blessing and prayers of thy mother; 
after which thou shait, with better trust in Pro- 

m 

vidence, place thy young person among the com- 
batants, in the hope of victory. Remember that 
thou art now of an age to do justice to thy name 
and origin ; and yet art thou of years too tender 
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to be foremost in speech, and far less in action, 
on such a night as this.'^ 

• A momentary flush, that on]y served to 
render the succeeding paleness more obvious, 
passed across the brow of the mother. She 
stooped and imprinted a kiss on the forehead 
of the impatient boy, who scarcely waited 
to receive this act of tenderness ere he hurried 
to place himself in the ranks of her defenders. 

^^ And now,*^ said Ruth, slowly turning her 
eye from the door by which the lad had disap- 
peared, and speaking with a sort of unnatural 
composure, ^^ and now will we look to the safety 
of those who can be of but little service, except 
as sentinels to sound the alarm. When thou 
art certain, Faith, that no neglected light is in 
the rooms above, take the children to the secret 
chamber ; thence they may look upon the fields 
without danger from any chance direction of 
the savages' aim. Thou knowest, Ruth, my 
frequent teaching in this matter ; let no sounds 
of alarm nor frightful whoopings of the people 
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without^ cause thee to quit the spot ; since thou 
ivilt there be safer even than in the block, 
agiunst which many missiles will doubtless be 
driven, on account of its seeming air of strength. 
Timely notice shall be given of the change, 
should we seek its security. Thou wilt descend, 
only, i^ouldst thou see enemies scalmg the pali- 
sadoes on the side which overhangs the stream, 
since there have we the fewest eyes to watch 
their movements. Remember that on the aide 
of the outbuildings and of the fields, our force 
is chiefly posted ; there can be less reason there*, 
fore that thou shouldst expose thy lives by 
endeavouring to look too curiously into that 
which passeth in the fields. Gro, my children, 
and a heavenly Providence prove thy guar- 
dian.*^ 

Ruth stooped to kiss the cheek that her 
daughter offered to the sdute.' The embrace 
was then ffven to the other child, who was in 
truth scarcely less near her heart, being the 
orphan daughter of one who had been as a sister 
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in her affections. But unlike \be kiss she had 
impressed on the forehead of. Mark^ the present 
embraces were hasty, and evidently awakened 
less intense emotion. She had committed the 
boy to a - known and positive danger ; biit, 
under the semblance . of some usefulness^ she 
sent the others to a place beUeyed to be eveu 
les& exposed, so long as the enemy could be 
kept without the works, than the citadel iteelf. 
Still a feeling of deep and maternal tenderness 
came over her mind as her daughter retired^ and 
yielding to its sudden impulse^ she recalled the 
girl to her side. 

^^Thoii wilt repeat the prayesr for esp^ial> 
protection against the dangers of the wilder^* 
ness,'' she solemnly continued. " In thy ask- 
ing, fail not to remember him to whom thou 
owest being, and who now exposeth life, 
that we may be safe. Thou knowest th6 
Christianas rock ; place thy faith on its foun- 
dation." 

" And they who. seek to kill . us,*" demanded 
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the well-instructed child ; ^ are they too of the 
number of those for whom he died ?^ 

. << It may not be doubted, though the mannrer 
of the dispensation be so mysterious I Barba* 
rians in their habits, and ruthless in their enmi« 
ties, they are creatures of our nature, and 
equally objects of his care.'* 

Flaxen locks, that half covered a forehead 
and face, across Which ran the most delicate 
tracery of veins, added lustre to a skin as spot- 
lessly fair as if the warm breezes of that latitude 
had nev^ fanned the countenance of the girl* 
Through this maze of ringlets^ the child turned 
her full, clear, blue eyes, bending her looks in 
wonder and in fear on the dark visage of the 
captive Indian youth, who at that moment was 
to her a subject of secret horror. Unconscious 
of the interest he excited, the lad stood calm, 
haughty, and • seemingly unobservant, cautious 
to let no sign of weakness or of concern escape 
him in this scene of womanly emotion. 

^* Mother/* whispered the still wondering 

o 2 
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child, "may we not let him' go into the forest ? 
I do not love to— '^ * . ./ . 

"This is no time for speech. Go to thy 
hiding place, my child, and remember both 
thy askings ^ and the cautions I . have named* 
Go, and heavenly care protect thy innocent^ 
headr 

' Ruth again stooped, and bowing her face until 
the featiu*es were* lost in the rich tresses of her 
daughter, a moment 'passed, during which there 
was an eloquent silence. When she arose, a 
tear glistened on the cheek of the child. The 
latter had received the embrace more. in apathy 
than in cojicern ; and now, when- led towards the 
upper rooms> she moved from the presence of 
her mother, it was with an eye that never bent 
its ri vetted gaze from the features of the young^ 
Indian, until the intervening walls hid him en^ 
tirely from her sight. 

^^ Thou hast been thoughtful and like thyself, 
my good Ruth,^' said Content, who at that 
moment entered, and who rewarded the self- 
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coiftmand.of his wife by a look of the kiodeftt 
approbation. **The youths have not been 
more prompt ini meeting the foe at the stockades 
than thy maidsns in looking to their, lefis hardy 
1 duties. All is agun quiet without; and yre 
come now rather for consultation than for any 
purposes of strife." 

*^ Then must we summon our fitther from his 
post at.the artillery in theblock.^ , 

^Mt is not needful,^ interrupted the stnmgejr. 
/^ Time ptesses^ for this caldi may be too 
.sbcHTtly succeeded by a. tempest that all our 
power shall not quell. Bring forth the cap* 
tive.? ' : , 

Content signed to the boy to approach, and 
.when he was in reach of his hand, he placed him 
full before the. stranger. 

^' I know not thy name, nor yet even that of 
thy people,^ commenced the latter,' after' a long 
pause, in which he seemed to study deeply the 
countenance of the lad ; ^< but certain am I^ 
though a more wicked spirit may still be strug- 
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gling for the mastery in thy wild mind, that 
nobleneas of feeling is no stranger to thy bosom*. 
Speak ; hast thou aught to impart ooncemiag 
the danger that besets this family? I have 
learned muoh this night firom tiiy manner, but 
to be clearly understood, it is now time that 
thou shouldst speak in words/' 

The youth kept his eye fastened on that of 
the speaker, until the other had ended, and then 
he bent it slowly, but with searching observation, 
on the anxious countenance of Ruth. It seem- 
ed- as if he balanced between his pride and his 
sympathies. The latter prevailed, for, conquering 
the deep reluctance of an Indian, he spoke 
openly, and for the first time, since his captivity^ 
in the language of the hated race. 

^ I hear the whoops of warriors,'* was his 
calm answer. ^* Have the ears of the pale men 
been shut P'^ 

^' Thou hast spoken with the young men of 
^y tribe in the forestj and thou hadst knowo* 
ledge of this onset ?^ 



THB BOBDfiRlSIlS^ 31 

The youtb made no reply^ thoitgh the keen 
look of his interrogator was met steadily, and 
without fear» Peroeiving that he bad demanded 
more than would be answered, the stranger 
dianged his mode of investigation, masking liis 
inquiries with a little more <^ artifice. 

*^ It may not be that a great tribe is on the 
bloody path J" he said; *^ warriors would have 
walked over the timbers of the palisadoes, like 
bending reeds ! 'Tis a Pequot who hath broken 
Iftith with a Christian, and who is now abroad, 
prowling as a wolf in the night^' 

A sudden and wild expression gleamed over 
the swarthy features of the boy. His lips moved, 
and the words that issued from between them 
were uttered in the tcmes of biting scorn. Still 
he rather muttered, than pronounced aloud-^ 

«« The Pequot is a dog P 

<< It is as I had thought ; the knaves are out 
of their villages that the Yengeese may feed 
their squaws. But a Narragansett, or a Wom- 
panoag is a man ; he scorns to lurk in the dark. 
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ness. . When he comes, the sun will light his 
path. The Pequot steals in silence^ for he fears 
that the warriors will hear his treacL^ 

It was not easy to detect any evidence that the 
captive listened, either to the commendation at 
the censure, with answering sympathy, for 
marble is not colder than were the muscles of 
his unmoved countenance. 

The stranger studied the expression of his 
features in vain, and drawing; so near as to 
lay his hand on the naked shoulder of the lad, 
he added — ^^ Boy, thou hast heard much moving 
matter concerning the nature of our Christiaii 
faith, and thou hast been the subject of many 
a f(^rvent adung ; it may not be that so much 
good seed hath bten altogether scattered by the 
way side ! Speak ; may I again trust thee ?'^ 

^ Let my father look on the snow. The print 
of the moccasin goes and comes.^ 

** It is true. Thus far hast thou proved 
honest; but when the .war-whoop shall be 
thrilling through thy young blood, the temp- 
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tatioQ to join the iramors may be too strong. 
Hast any gage» any pledge in which we may 
find warranty for letting thee depart ?^ 
'-■ The boy regarded his interrogator with a look 
that plaiidy denoted ignorance of his meaning. ^ 
'" ^* I would know . what thoa canst leave with 
ine, to show that our eyes shall again look upoii 
thy face^ when we have opened the gate for thy 
passage into the fields.'' 

' Still the gaze of the other was wondering and 
confused. ' 

t ^* When the white man goes tipoD the warw 
path) and would put trust in his foe^ be take^ 
surety for his faith, by holding the life of one 
dear as a warranty of its truth. What canst 
offer, that I may know thon wilt return from 
the errand on which I would fain send thee ?" 

The path is open P"" 

Open, but not certain to be used. Fear 
may cause thee to forget the way it leads.^ , 

The captive, now understood the meaning of 
the other^s doubts, but, as if disdaining to reply, 

c 3 
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ne bent his eyes aside, wad slood in one of those 
immoTable attitudes, which so often gave him 
.he air of a piece of dark statuary. 
■ Content and his wife had listened tp this 
short dialogue, in a manner to prove that 
they possessed sc»ie secret knowledge, which- 
lessened the wonder they might otherwise have 
felt, at witnesang so obvious proo& of a secret 
acquaintance between the speakers. Both, how* 
ever^ manifested unequivocal signs of astc^h- 
ment, when they first heard English sounds 
issuing from the lips of the boy. There was, 
at least, the semblance of hope in the mediation 
of one who had received, and who had appeared 
to ackfiowledge, so much kindness from herself, 
and Ruth clung to the cheering expectation with 
the quickness of maternal care. 

" Let the boy depart,'^ she said. " I wiU be 
his hostage; and should be prove false, there 
can be less to fear in his Absence than in his 
pr^ence.*' 

The obvious truth of the latter assertion, 



probably weighed more with the stranger, than 
the unmeaning pledge bf the woman . 

'< There ia reason in dus,^ heresuYned, ^' 60^ 
tb<en) into the fi^dii«.iMDd say to thy poojde that 
^ey have tnistakett the path ; that they are on, 
hath led them to the dwelling of a friend ; here 
are no Pequots^ nor any oC the men of the Man- 
hattoes \ but Christian Yengeese, who have 
Ipng dealt with the Indian as one just man 
dealeth with another. 60, and when thy signal 
shall be heard at the gate, it shall be open to 
thee for re-admission.^ 

Tbas saying, the stranger motioned to the 
boy to follow, taking care as they left the room 
together, to instruct him in all such minor mat- 
ter, as might assist in effecting the pacific olject 
of the mission on which he was employed. 
. A few minutes of doubt and fearful suspense 
succeeded this experiinent. The stranger, 
after seeing that egress was permitted to his 
messenger, had returned to the dwelling, .and 
rejoined his companions. He passed the mo- 
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mente in ^paxhig the apartment* with the strides 
of one in whom poweifiil ooncmi was strongly, 
at work« At times, the sound of his heavy 
footstep ceased, and thienaH listened intently 
in order to catc^ any sound that might instruct 
them in the nature of the scene that was pass- 
ing without. In the nddst of one of these 
pauses, a yell like that of savage delight rose 
in the fields. It was then succeeded by tiie 
deatb^like and portentous calm, which had 
rendered the dme since the momentary attack, 
even moieie alarming than when the danger had 
a positi^ and known character. But idl the 
attention the most intense anxiety could now 
lend, furnished no additional clue to the move- 
ments of their foes. For many minutes, the 
quiet of midnight reigned, both within and 
without the defences. In the midst of this 
suspense, the latch of the door was lifted, and 
their messenger , appeared with thi^ noisdess 
tread aiid collected mien, which distinguish the 
people of his race. 



< ^< Thou has met the vamorft of thy tribe?? 
hazily denumded the stnmger; 

^< The noise did not cheat the Yengeese* It 
was not a gir], laughing in the woods.'* 
. ^^ And thou hast said to thy peo^y * we are 
friends?"* 

** The words of my fiither were spoken.^ 

*^ And heard^— were Ihey loud enough to 
enter the ears of ^lie yoting men ?** 

The boy was nlent 

^* Speak^^ oontini^ the stranger^ elevating 
his form proudly, like one ready to Ixeast a 
more severe shods. ^^ Thou hast men for thy 
lii^ners. Is the pipe of the savage filled ? will 
he smoke in peace, or holdeth he the tomahawk 
in a clenched hand ?*' 

The countenance of the boy wcNrked with a 
feeling that it was not usual for an Indian to 
betray^ He bent his look, with concern, on 
the mild eyes of the anxious Rbth ; then draw- 
ing a hand dowly from beneath the light robe 
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that p&rtly covered his body, he cast, at the 
feet of the stranger, a bundle 6f arrours, wrapped 
in the ^ossy and striped skin of the rattle- 
aaake. 

^< This is warning we may nol miieonceiTe !^' 
said Content, raising the well known emblem 
of ruthless hostility to the light, tod exhibiting 
it before the eyes of his less instructed com-^ 
panion. ''Boy, what have the people of my 
race done, that thy warriors should seek their 
blood, to this extremity ?'' 

When the boy had discharged his duty he 
moved aside, and appeared unwilling to observe 
the effect which his message might produce oh 
his companions. But thus questioned, all gen-* 
tie feelings were near being forgotten, in the 
sudden force of passion. A hasty glance at 
Ruth, quelled the emotion, and he continued 
calm as evier, and silent. 

" Boy," repeated Content, '^ I ask thee why 
thy people seek our blood ?^ 
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The passage of the electric sparic is not more 
sabtle» nor is it scarcely more brilliant, than 
was the gleam that shot into the dark eye of 
the Indian. The organ seemed to emit rays 
coruscant as the glance of the seipent. His 
fonn appeared to swell with the inwaitl striv- 
ings of his spirit, and for a moment there was 
every appearance of a fierce and uncontrollable 
burst of ferocious passion. The ccmquest of 
feeling was, however, but momentary. He 
regained his self-command^ by a surprising 
effort of the will^ and advancing so near to him 
who had asked this bold question, as to lay a 
finger on his breast, the young savage haughtily 
said-*- 

. *^ See ! this world is very wide. There is 
room on it for the panther and the deer. Why 
have the Yengeeseand the red-men met ?" 

** We waste the precious moments in probing 
the stern nature of a heathen,'^ said the stranger. 
^^ The object of his people is certmn^ and, with 
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the aid of the Christian's staff, will we beat 
back their, power. Prudence requireth at ouir 
hands, that die lad be secured; after which, 
we will repair to the stockades and prove our* 
selves men." . . 

- Against this proposal, no reasonable objection 
could be^ raised. Content was about to secure 
the person of his captive in a cellar, when a 
jftUj^estion of his wife caused him .to change 
bis purpose. Notwithstanding the sudden and 
^erce mien of the youth, there had been such 
im intelligence created between them, by looks 
of kindness ,and interest, that the mother was 
reluctant to abandon all hope of his iud. i 

^* Miantonimoh !" she said, ^* though others 
distrust thy purpose, I will have confidence. 
Come, then, with me ; and while I . give thee 
promise of safety in thine own person, I ask at 
thy hands the office of a protector for my 
babes."" 

The boy made no reply, but as he passively 
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followed his conductress to the chambers, Ruth 
fancied she read assurance of his fsith^ in the 
expression of his eloquent eye. At the same 
moment her husband and Submission left the 
house, to take thdr stations at the palisadoes. 
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CHAPTER III. 



<< Thou art my good youth, my page ; 

I'll be thy master : walk with me^ speak freely." 

Csfmbeiine, 



The apartment in which Ruth had directed 
the children to be placed, was in the'^attic, and, 
as already stated, on the side of the building 
which faced the stream that ran at the foot of 
the hill. It had a single projecting window, 
through which there was a view of the forest, 
and of the fields on that side of the. valley. 
Small openings in its sides, admitted also of 
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glimpses of the grounds wUch lugr furdier in 
the rear. In addition to the covering of the 
rooh, and iif die massive fnime<^ork of the 
building, an interior partition of timber pro- 
tected the place against the entrance of most 
missiles then known in the warlare of the coun- 
trj. During the infancy of die dnldren, this 
room had been their sleepiog apartment; ncft 
was it abandoned for that purpose, until the 
additional outworks^ which increased with time 
around the dwellings, had emboldened the 
family to trust themselves, at nighty in situations 
mote convenient, and which were believed to be 
no less equally secure against surprise. 

"I know thee to be one who feeleth the 
obligations of a warrior,'^ said Ruth, as she 
ushered her follower into the presence of the 
children. **Thou wilt not deceive me; the 
lives of these tender ones are in thy keeping. 
Look to them, M iantonimoh, and the Chris- 
tian's God will remember thee in thine own 
hour of necessity P 
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• The boy made no reply, but in a gentle ei^- 
pression which was Tisible in hb dark visage> 
the mother endeavoured to find the pledge she 
^Hight. Then^ as the youth, with the deli- 
^cacy of his race, moved aside, in order that they 
who were bound to each other by ties so neaf , 
.might indulge their feelings without observatioii, 
But^ again drew near her pflPspring, with 9II 
the tendei^ess of a mpther beaming in hei: eyes. 

^* Qnce more I bid thee not to look too curi- 
ously at the fearful strife that, may arise in front 
,of our habitations,'^ she said. '^ The .heathen 
is truly upon us, with bloody mind ; young, as 
well as old, must now show faith in the protection 
of our Master, and such courage as befitteth 
beUevers." 

*^And why is it, mother,^ demanded her 
child, ^^ that they seek to do us harm ? Have 
we ever done evil to them P** . 

<^ I may not say. He that hath made the 
earth, hath given it to us for our uses; and 
reason would seem to teach that if portions of 
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its surface ore vacant^ he that needeth truly, 
may occupy/' « 

*^ The savage !^ "vt^bispered the child, nestling 
still nearer to the bosom of her stoojnng parent. 
<' His eye glittereth like the star which hangs 
above the trees." 

** Peace, daughter ; his fierce nature broodeth 
over some fancied wrong P • • » 

"Surely, we are here rightfully. I have 
heard my father say, that when the Lord 
made me a present to his arms, our valley wait 
a tangled forest, and that miich toil only has 
made it as It is.'' 

" I hope that what we enjoy, we enjoy right- 
fully ; and yet it seemeth that the savage is 
ready to deny our claims.'' 

^' And where do these bloody enemies dwell? 
Have they, too, valleys like this, and do the 
Christians break into them to shed blood in the 
night?'' 

** They are of wild and ^erce habits, Ruth, 
and little do they know of oqr manner of life. 
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Woman is not cherished as among the people 
of thy father's race, for force of body is more 
regarded than kinder ties/' 

The little auditor shuddered, and when she 
buried her face deeper in the bosom of her 
parent, it was with a more quickened sense of 
maternal affection, and with a livelier view than 
her infant perception had ever yet known, of 
the gentle charities of kindred. When she had 
spoken, the matron impressed the final kiss on 
the forehead of each of the children, and asking 
aloud that God might bless them, she turned to 
go to the performance of duties that called for 
the exhibition of very different qualities. 
Before quitting the room, however, she once 
more approached the boy, and holding the 
light before his steady eye, she said solemnly — 

'* I trust my babes to the keeping of a young 
warrior !^' 

The look he returned was like the others, 
cold but not discouraging. A gaze of many 
moments elicited no reply, and Ruth prepared 
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to quit the place^ trouUed by uncertainty con-» 
ceming the intentions of the guardian she left 
with the girls; while she still trusted that the 
many acts of kindness which she had shewn 
him during his captivity, would not go without 
their reward. Her hand rested on the bolt 
of the door, in indecision. The moment was 
fiftvourable to the character of the youth, fbr 
she recalled the manner of his return that 
night, no less than his former acts of faith, and 
she was about to leave the pass^e for his 
egress open, when am uproar arose on the air, 
which filled the valley with all the hideous 
cries and yells of a savage onset. Drawing the 
bolt, the startled woman descended, without 
further thought^ and rushed to her post, with 
the hurry of one who saw only the necessity of 
exertion in another scene. 

<^ Stand to the timbers, Reuben Ring ! Bear 
back the skulking murderers on their bloody 
followers ! The pikes ! • Here, Dudley, is open* 
ing tcft thy valour. The Lord have mercy on 
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the souls of the ignorant heathen !^^ mingled 
with the reports of musketry, the whoops of 
the warriors, the whizzing of bullets and ar- 
rows, with all the other accompaniments of 'such 
a boiitiest, were the fearful sounds that saluted 
the senses of Ruth as she issued into the court'. 
The valley was odcasdonJally lighted by the ex- 
plosion of firearms, and then, at times, the 
horrible din prevailed in the gloom of deep 
darkness. Happily, in the midst of all this 
c6nfu»bn and violence, the young men of 
the valley were true to their duties. An 
alannihg attempt to scale the stockade, had 
already beeii repulsed, and the true character 
of two or three feints having been ascertained,' 
the principal force of the garrison was now 
actively employed in resisting the main attack. ' 
^< In the name of Him who is with us in every 
danger!^ exclaimed Ruth, advancing to two 
figures that were so busily engaged in their 
own concerns, as not to heed her apf>roach,' 
^^tell me how goes the struggle? Where s^re 



my husband and the boy ?— or has it pleased 
Providence that any of Our people should be 
tftricken ?^ 

^^ It hath pleased the Devil,'^ returned Eben 
Dudley, domewhat irreverently for one of that 
cfaasteoed school, '' to send an Indian arrow, 
through jerkin and skin, into this arm of 
mine! Softly, Faith; dost think, girl, that 
the covering of man is like the coat of a sheep, 
from which the fleece may be plucked at will ! 
I am no moulting fowl, nor is this arrow a 
feather of my wing. The Lord forgive the 
rogue for the ill turn he hath done my fledi, 
say I, and amen like a Christian ! He will have 
occadon too for the mercy, seeing he hath 
nothing further to hope for in this world. 
Now, Faith, I acknowledge the debt of thy 
kindness, and let there be no more cutting 
speech between us. Thy tongue often prieketk 
more sorely than the Indian's arrow.*^ 

^ Whose fault is it that old acquaintance 
hath sometimes been overlooked, in new con- 

VOL. II. D 
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versations? Thou knowest that, wooed by 
proper speech, no maidea in the colony is 
wont to render gentler answer. Dost feel un- 
easiness in thine arm, Dudley ?^ 

^' 'Tis not tickling with a straw to drive a 
flint-headed arrow to the bone ! I forgive thee 
the matter of too much discourse with the 
trooper, and all the side-cuts of thy over-amt- 
bling tongue, on condition that — "" 

*^ Out upon thee, brawler ! wouldst be prat- 
ing here the night long on pretence of a bro- 
ken skin, and the savage at our gates ! A fine 
character will the Madam render of thy deeds, 
when the other youths have beaten back the 
Indian, ^nd thou loitering among the build- 
ings F 

The discomforted borderer was about to 
curse in his heart the versatile humour of his 
mistress, when he saw, by a side glance, that 
ears which had no concern in the subject had 
liked to have shared in the matter of their dis- 
course. Seizing the weapon which was leQQ- 
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ing against the foundation of the blocks he 
hurried past the mistress of the family, and, 
in another minute, his voice and his musket 
were again heard ringing in the uproar. 

'' Does he bring tidings from the palisa* 
does?'^ repeated Ruth, too anxious that the 
young man should return to his post, to 
arrest his retreat^ ^ What saith be of the 
(Miset ?" 

'^ The savage hath suffered for his boldness, 
and little harm hath yet come to our people. 
Except that yon block of a man hath managed 
to put arm before the passage of an flirrpw, I 
know not that any of our people have been 
harmed.'^ 

" Hearken ! they retire," said Ruth, ^' The 
yells are less near, and our young men will pre- 
vail ! Go thou to thy charge among the piles 
of the fuel, and see that no lurker remaineth 
to do injury. The Lord hath remembered 
mercy, and it may yet arrive that this evil 
shall pass away from before us !^ 

D 2 
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The quick ear of Ruth had not deceived 
her* The tumult of the assault was gradually 
receding from the works, and though the 
flashings of the muskets^ and the bellowing 
reports that rang in the surrounding forest, 
Were not less frequent than before, it was {Jain 
that the critical moment of the onset was al* 
ready past. In place of the fierce effort to 
carry the place by surprise, the savages had 
now resorted to means that were more metho- 
dical, and which, though not so appalling m 
appearance, were perhaps quite as certain of 
final success. Ruth profited by a momentary 
cessation in the flight of the missiles, to seek 
those in whose welfare she had placed her 
chief concern. 

^^ Has other than brave Dudley suffered 
by this assault P" demanded the anxious wife, 
as she passed swiftly among a group of dusky 
figures that were collected in consultation, on 
the brow c^ the declivity ; ^^ has any need of 



THE B0BDEBEE8. 5Sf 

nicb care as a woman^s hand may bestow? 
Heathcote, thy person is unharmed P^* - 
' <^ Truly^ One of great mercy hath watched 
over it, for little opportunity hath been j^ven 
to look to our own safety. I fear that some 
of our young tnen have not regarded the covers 
with the Attention that prudence requires.'^ , 
'. ^^ The thoughtless Mark hath not forgotten 
my admonitions I Boy, thou hast never lost 
sight of duty so far as to precede thy father?'^ . 

^< One sees or thinks but little of the red 
skins, when the whoop is ringing among the 
timbers of the palisadoes, mother,*^ returned 
the boy, dashing his hand across his brow^ in 
order that the drops of blood which were 
trickling from a furrow left by the passage of 
an arrow, might not be seen. ** I have kept 
near my father, but whether in his front or 
in his rear the .darkness bath not permitted 
me to iiote.?^ 

** The lad hath behaved in a bold and 
se^nly manner,^ said the stranger ; ^^ and he 
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hath shewn the metal of his grandsire's stock 
Ha! what is^t we see gleaming among the 
sheds ? A sortie may be needed to save the 
granaries and thy folds from destruction." 

" To the barns ! to the bams !^ shouted two 
of the youths, from their several look-outs. 

'* The brand is in the buildings !'^ exclaimed a 
maiden who discharged a similar duty under 
cover of the dwellings. Then followed a dis- 
charge of muskets, all of which were levelled 
at the glancing light that was glaring in fearful 
proximity to the combustible materials which 
filled the most of the out-buildings. A savage 
yell, and the sudden extinguishment of the 
blazing knot, announced the fatal accuracy of 
the aim. 

** This may not be neglected l'^ exclaimed 
Content, moved to extraordinary excitement by 
the extremity of the danger. " Father !^ he 
called aloud, ^'^tis fitting time to show our 
utmost strength.^ 
A moment of suspense succeeded this sum- 
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mom. The whole valley was then as suddenly 
lighted, as if a torrent of the electric fluid had 
flashed across its gloomy bed ; a sheet of flame 
glanced from the attic of the block, and theii 
came the roar of the little piece of artiUery 
which had so long dwelt there in silence. The 
rattling of a shot among the sheds and the 
rending of timber followed. I^ifty dark forms 
were seen, by the momentary light, gliding fimm 
among the out-buildings, in an alarm natural to 
their ignorance, and with an agility proportioned 
to their alarm. The moment was propitious. 
Content silently motioned to Reuben Ring; 
they passed the postern together^ and disap- 
peared in the direction of the barns. The 
period of their absence was one of intense care 
to Ruth, and it was not without its anxiety even 
to those whose nerves were better steeled. A 
few moments, however, served to* appeasie these 
feelings, for the adventurers returned in safety, 
and as silently as they had quitted the defences. 
The trampling of feet on the crust of the 
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9now, the neighing of horses, and the bellowing 
of frightened cattle, as the terrified beAsts 
scattered aboiit the fields, soon proclaimed 
the dbject. of the ri$k which had just been 
run. 

" Enter,^ whispered Ruth, who held the 
postern with her own hand. <^ Enter, of Hea- 
ven's meroy. Thou hast given liberty to every 
hoof, that no living creature perish by the 
flames ?*• 

^' All; and truly nqt too speedily— >for, see, 
the brand is again at work t*^ , 

Content had much reason to felicitate himself 
on his expedition, for, even while he spoke,* h4lf 
concealed torches, made as usual of blazing 
knots of pine, were again seen glancing across 
the fields, evidently approaching the out-build- 
ings by such indirect and covered paths as 
might protect those who bore them from the 
shot of the garrison. A final and common 
dFort was made to arrest the danger. The 
muskets of the youpg men were active, and mote 
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than once did the citadel of the stern old Puri- 
tan give forth its flood of flame, in order to beat 
back the dangerous yisitants. A few shrieks of 
savage disappointment and of bodily anguish 
announced the success of these discharges ; but 
though most of those who approached the barns 
were either driven back in fear ot suffered for 
their temerity, one among them^^nore wary or 
more practised than his companions, found 
means to effect his object. The firing had 
ceased, and the besieged were congratulating 
themselves on success, when a sudden light 
glared across the fields. A sheet of flame soon 
came curling over the crest of a wheat-stack, 
and quickly wrapped the inflammable material 
in its fierce torrent. Against this destruction 
there remained no remedy. The barns and 
enclosures which so lately had been lying in the 
darkness of the hour, were instantly illuminated, 
and life would have been the penalty paid by 
any of either party who should dare to trust his 
person within the bright glare. The borderers 

n 3 
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were soon compelled to fall back, even within 
the shadows of the hill, and to seek such covers 
as the stockades offered, in order *to avoid the 
aim of the arrow or the bullet. 

" This is a mournful spectacle to one that has 
harvested in charhy with all men,'' said Con- 
tent to the trembler who convulsively grasped 
his arm, as tipe flames whirled in the currents of 
the heated air, and sweeping cmce or twice 
across the roof of a shed, left a portion of its 
torrent creeping insidiously along the wooden 
covering. " The in-gathering of a blessed 
season is about to melt into ashes before the 
brand of these accur — '* 

" Peace, Heathcote ! What is wealth, or the 
fulness of thy granaries, to that which remains ! 
Check these fepinings of tliy spirit, and bless 
God that he leaveth us our babes, and the 
safety of our inner roofs.*' 

" Thou sayest truly," returned the husband, 
endeavouring to imitate the meek resignation of 
bis companion. ^^ Wha^ indeed are the gifts 
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^f the world, set in the balance against the 
peace of mind ! Ha ! that evil blast of wind 
sealeth the destruction of our harvest ! The 
fierce dement is in the heart of the grana- 
ries." 

Ruth made no reply ; for though less moved 
by worldly cares than her husband, the fright- 
ful progress of the conflagration alarmed her 
with a sense of personal danger. The flames 
had passed from roof to roof, and meeting 
everywhere with fuel of the most combustible 
nature, the whole of the vast range of barns^ 
-sheds, granaries, cribs, and out-buildings, was 
just breaidng forth in the brightness of a torrent 
of fire. Until this moment, suspense, with hope 
on one side and apprehension on the other, had 
kept both parties mute spectators of the scene. 
But yells of triumph soon proclaimed the delight 
with which the Indians witnessed the completion 
of their fell design. The whoops followed this 
burst of pleasure, and a third onset was 
made. 
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The oombatanta now fought under a bnght* 
ness which^ though less natural, was scarcely 
less brilliant than that of noon-day* Stimulated 
by the prospect of success which was offered 
by the conflagration, the savages rushed vpoii 
the stockade with more audacity than it yvas 
usual to display in their cautious warfare. A 
broad shadow was cast by the hill and its build- 
ings across the fields on the side opposite to (he 
flames, and through this belt of comparative 
gloom, the fiercest of the band made their way 
to the very palisadoes with impunity. Their 
presence was announced by the yell of delight, 
for too many curious eyes had been drinking in 
the fearful beauty of the conflagration, to note 
their approach until the attack bad nearly proved 
successful. The rushes to the defence and to 
the attack were now alike quick and headlong. 
Volleys were useless, for the timbers offered 
equal security to both assailant and assailed. It 
was a. struggle of hand to hand, in which num- 
bers would have prevailed had it not been the 
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good fortune of the weaker party to act on the 
defencdve. Blows of the knife were passed 
swiftly between, the timbers, and occasionally 
the discharge of the musket or the twanging of 
the bow was heard. 

<^ Stand to the timbers, my men T said the 
deep tones of the stranger, who spoke in the 
midst of the fierce struggle with that command- 
ing and stirring cheerfulness that familiarity 
with danger can alone inspire. ^^ Stand to the 
defences, and they are impassable. Ha ! ^twas 
well, meant^ friend savage/^ he muttered be- 
tween his teeth, as he parried, at some jeopardy 
to one b^^nd, a thrust aimed at his throat, 
while with the other he seized the warrior who 
had inflicted the blow, and drawing his naked 
breast, with the power of a .giant, full against 
the opening between the timbers, he buried his 
own keen blade to its haft in the body. The 
eyes of the victim rolled wildly, and when the 
iron h^nd which bound him to the wood, with 
the power of a vice, loosened its grasp, be fell 
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motionless on the earth. This death was sue* 
ceeded by the usual yeU of disappointment, 
and the assailants disappeared as swiftly as they 
had approached. 

^^ God be praised that we have to rejoice in 
this advantage,*" said Content, enumerating 
the individuals of his force, with an anxious 
eye, when all were again assembled at the 
stand on the hill, where, favoured by the 
glaring light, they could overlook, in compara- 
tive security, the more exposed parts of their 
defences. " We count our own, though I fear 
me many may have su£Pered.^ 

The silence and the occupations of his listen* 
ers, most of whom were staunching their blood, 
was a sufficient answer. 

^^ Hist, father !" said the quick^yed and 
observant Mark ; ^' one remaineth on the pali- 
sado nearest the wicket. Is it a savage ; or do 
I see a stump in the field beyond ?'^ 

All eyes followed the direction of the hand 
x)f the speaker, and there was seen, of a cer- 
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tainty, something clinging to the inner side of 
one of the timbers, that bore a marked resem- 
blance to the human form. The part of the 
stockades where the seeming figure clung lay 
more in obscurity than the rest of the defences, 
and ^doubts as to its character were not alone 
confined to the quick-sighted lad who had first 
detected its presence. 

^^ Who hangs upon our palisadoes ?^ called 
Eben Dudley. << Speak, that we do not harm 
a friend T 

The wood itself was not more immovable 
than the dark object, until the report of die 
borderer^s musket was heard, and then it 
came tumbling to the earth like an insensible 
mass. 

^^ Fallen like a stricken bear from his tree ! 
Life was in it, or no bullet of mine could have 
loosened the hold l^ exclaimed Dudley, a little 
in exultation, as he saw the success of his 
aim. 
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** I will go forward y and see that he is 
past—'' 

The mouth of young Mark was stopped 
by the hand of the stranger, who calmly ob- 
served, 

<^ I will look into the fate of the heathen 
myself/' He was about to proceed to the spot, 
when the supposed dead or wounded man 
sprang to his feet, with a yell that rang in 
echoes alofig the margin of the forest, and 
bounded towards the cover of the buildings, 
with high and active leaps. Two or three 
muskets sent their streaks of flame across his 
path, but seemingly without success. Jumping 
in a manner to elude the certainty of their fire, 
the unharmed savage gave forth another yell 
of triumph, and disappeared among the angles 
of the dwellings. His cries were understood, 
for answering whoops were heard in the fields, 
and the foe without again rallied to tb# 
attack. 

^^ This may not be neglected, '^ said he who. 
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more by his self-possession and air of authority^ 
than by any known right to command^ had 
insensibly assumed so much authority in the 
important business of that night. ^' One like 
this, within our walls, may quickly bring de- 
struction on the garrison. The postern may 
be opened to an inroad—" 

*' A triple lock secures it,'' interrupted Con- 
tent. ^' The key is hid li^here none know to 
seek it, other than such as are of our house- 
hold.'' 

<' And happily the means of passing the 
private wicket are in my possession,'' muttered 
the other, in an under tone. ^^ So far, well ; 
but the bratid I the brand ! the maidens must 
look to the fires and lights, while the youths 
make good the stockade, since this assault 
admitteth not of further delay." 

So saying, the stranger gave an example of 
courage by proceeding to his stand at the 
pickets, where, supported by his companions, 
he continued to defend the approaches against 
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a discharge of arrows and bullets that was more 
distant, but scarcely less dangerous to the 
safety of those who showed themselves on 
the side of the acclivity, than those which 
had been previously showered upon the gar- 
rison. 

In the mean time, Ruth summoned her 
assistants, and hastened to discharge the duty 
which had just been prescribed. Water was 
cast freely on all the fires, and, as the still 
raging conflagration continued to give far more 
light than was either necessary or safe, care was 
taken to extinguish any torch or candle that> 
in the hurry of alarm, might have been left 
to moulder in its socket throughout the ex- 
tensive range of the dwellings and the oflices. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



<^ Thou mild, sad mother-. 

Quit him not so soon ! 
Mother^ in mercy, stay ! 

Despair and death are with him ; and canst thou. 
With that kind, earthward look, go leave him now ?'* 

Dakx. 



When these precautions were taken, the 
females returned to their several look-outs, and 
Buthy whose duty it was, in moments of danger, 
to exercise a general superintendance, was left 
to her meditations, and to such watchfulness as 
her fears might excite. Quitting the inner 
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rooms, she approached the door that commu- 
nicated with the court, and for a moment lost 
the recollection of her immediate cares in a 
view of the imposing scene by which she was 
surrounded. 

By this time the whole of the vast range of 
out-buildings, which had been constructed, as 
was usual in the colonies, of the most com- 
bustible materials, and with no regard to the 
expenditure of wood, was wrapt in fire. Not- 
withstanding the portion of the intermediate 
edifices, broad flashes of light were constantly 
crossing the court itself, on whose surface she 
was able to distinguish the smallest object, 
while the heavens above her were glaring with 
a lurid red. Through the openings between 
the buildings of the quadrangle, the eye could 
look out upon the fields, where she saw every 
evidence of a sullen intention on the part of the 
savages to persevere in their object. Dark, 
fierce-looking, and nearly naked human forms 
were seen flitting, from cover to cover, wlule 
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there was no stump nor log within arrow's flight 
of the defences, that did not protect the perscm 
of a daring and indefatigable enemy. It was 
plain the Indians were there in hundreds, and 
as the assaults continued after the failure of a 
surprise, it was too evident that they were bent 
on victory, at some hazard to themselves. No 
usual means of adding to the horrors of the 
scene were neglected. 

Whoops and yells were incessantly ringing 
around the place, while the loud and often 
repeated tones of a conch, betrayed the artifice 
by which the savages had so often endeavoured, 
in the earlier part of the night, to lure the 
garrison out of the palisadoes. A few scatter- 
ing shot, discharged with deliberation, and 
from every exposed point within the works, 
proclaimed both the coolness and the vigilance 
of the defendants. The little gun in the block* 
house was nient, for the Puritan knew too 
well its real power to lessen its reputation by 
a too frequent use. The weapon was there- 
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fore reserved for those moments of pressing 
danger that would be sure to arrive. 

On this spectacle Rath gazed in fearful 
sadness. The long sustained and sylvan secu- 
rity of her abode was violently destroyed, and 
in the place of a quiet^ which had approached 
as near as may be on earth to that holy peace 
for which her spirit strove, she and all she most 
loved were suddenly confronted to the most 
frightful exhibition of human horrors. In such 
a moment, the feelings of a mother were likely 
to revive, and ere time was given for reflection^ 
4ided by the light of the conflagration^ the 
matron was moving swiftly through the intricate 
passages of the dwelling, in quest of those 
whom she had placed in the s^urity of the 
chambers, 

*^ Thou hast remembered to avoid looking on 
the fields^ my children/' said the nearly breath- 
less woman as she entered the room. ^^ Be 
thankful, babes; hitherto the efibrts of the 
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savages have been vain, and we still remain 
masters of our habitations.^^ 

" Why is the night so red ? Come hither^ 
mother ; thou mayest look into the wood as if 
the sun were shining i^ 

^^ The heathens have fired our granaries^ and 
what thou seest is the light of the flames. But 
happily they cannot put brand into the dwellings 
while thy father and the young men stand to 
their weapons. We must be grateful for this 
security, frail as it seemeth. Thou hast knelt, 
my Ruth, and hast remembered to think of thy 
father and brother in thy prayers ?" 

^^ I will do so again, mother,^ whispered the 
child, bending to her knees, and wrapping ber 
young features in the garments of the matron. 

" Why hide thy countenance ? One young 
and innocent as thou, may lift thine eyes to 
heaven with confidence.'^ 

'< Mother, I see the Indian, unless my face 
be hid. He looketh at me, I fear, with wish to 
do us harm,'* 
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** Thou art not just to Miantonimoh, child,'' 
answered Ruth, as she glanced her eye rajudly 
round to seek the boy, who had modestly with- 
drawn into a remote and shaded comer of the 
room. ^^ I left him with thee for a guardian^ 
and not as one who would wish to injure. Now 
think of thy God, child/' imprinting a kiss on 
the cold, marble-like forehead of her daughter, 
*^ and have reliance in his goodness. Mianto^ 
nimoh, I again leave you with a charge to 
be their protector,^ she added, quitting her: 
daughter and advancing towards the youth. 

" Mother !'' shrieked the child, " come to 
me, or I die P 

Auth turned from the listening captive,- with 
the quickness of instinct. A glance showed her 
the jeopardy of her offspring. A naked savage, 
dark, powerful of frame, and fierce in the fright^ 
ful masquerade of his war-paint, stood winding 
the silken hair of the girl in one hand, whUe he 
already held the glittering axe above a head 
that seemed inevitably devoted to destruction. 
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" Mercy ! mercy !" exclaimed Ruth, hoarse 
with horror, and dropping to her knees, as much 
from inability to stand as with intent to petition. 
" Monster^ strike me, but spare the child !" 

The eyes of the Indian rolled over the person 
of the speaker, but it was with an iexpression 
that seemed rather to enumerate the number of 
his victims^ than to announce any change of 
purpose. With a fiendlike coolness, that be- 
spoke much knowledge of the ruthless practice, 
he again swung the quivering but speechless 
child in the mr, and prepared to direct the 
weapon with a fell certainty of aim. The toma- 
hawk had made its last circuit, and an instant 
would have decided the fate of the victim^ when 
the captive boy stood in front of the frightful 
actor in this revolting scene. By a quick for- 
ward movement of his arm, the blow was arrested. 
The deep guttural ejaculation, which betrays 
the surprise of an Indian, broke from the chest 
of the savage, while his hand fell to his side, 
and the form of the suspended girl was suffered 
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again to touch the floor. The look and gesture 
with which the boy had interfered, exf^ssed 
authority rather than resentment or horror. His 
mr was calm, collected, and, as it appeared by 
the effect, imposing. 

*^ Go,^ he said, in the language of the fierce 
people from whom he had sprung ; ^^ the war- 
riors of the pale men are calling thee by namis/^ 

^^ The snow is red with the blood of our 
young men/^ the other fiercely answered ; ^' and 
not a scalp is at the belt of my people.'^ 

" These are mine/' returned the boy, with 
dignity, sweeping his arm, while speaking, in a 
manner to show that he extended protection to 
all present. 

The warrior gazed about him grimly, and 
like one but half convinced. He had incurred 
a danger too fearful, in entering the stockad^^ 
to be easily diverted from his purpose. 

*^ Listen !^^ he continued, after a short pause, 
during which the artillery of the Puritan bad 
again bellowed in the uproar without. << The 
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thunda* is with the Yengeese ! Our young 
women will look another way, and call us 
Pequots, should there be no scalps on our pole.^^ 

For a single moment the countaiance of the 
boy changed, and his resolution seemed to waver. 
The other, who watched his eyes with longing 
eagerness, again seized his victim by the hair, 
when Ruth shrieked in the accents of despair — 

^* Boy ! boy ! if thou art not with us, God 
hath deserted us !'* 

*^ She is mine," burst fiercely from the lips 
of the lad. ^^ Hear my words, Wompahwisset ; 
the blood pf my father is very warm within 
roe. 

The other paused, and the blow was once 
more suspended. The glaring eye-balls of the 
savage rested intently on the swelling form and 
stem countenance of the young hero, whose up- 
lifted hand appeared to menace instant punish^ 
ment^ should he dare to disregard the mediation. 
The lips of the warrior severed, and the word 
^ Miantoninurii- was uttered, as softly as if it re- 
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called a feeling of sorrow. Then, as a sudden 
burst of yells rose above the roar of the confla- 
gration, the fierce Indian turned in his tracks, 
and, abandoning the trembling and nearly in- 
sensible child, he bounded away like a hound 
loosened on a fresh scent of blood* 

** Boy ! boy t** murmured the mother ; 
^ heathen or christian^ there is One that will 
bless thee ! — " 

A rapid gesture of the hand interrupted the 
fervent expression of her gratit|ide. Pointing 
after the form of the retreating savage^ the lad 
encircled his own head with a finger, in a man- 
ner that could not be mistaken, as he uttered, 
steadily, but with the deep emphasis of an 
Indian — 

^^ The young pale*face has a scalp !" 
Ruth heard no more. With instinctive 
rapidity, every feeling of her soul quickened 
nearly to agony, she rushed below, in order 
to warn Mark against the machinations of so 
fearful an enemy. Her step was heard but 
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for a moment in the vacant chambers, and then 
the Indian boy, whose steadiness and authority 
had just been so signally exerted in favour of 
the children, resumed his attitude of medita- 
tion, as quietly as if he took no further interest 
in the frightful events of the night. 

The situation of the garrison was now, in* 
deed^ to the last degree critical. A torrent of 
fire had passed from the further extremity of 
the out^houses to that which stood nearest to 
the defences, and^ as building after building 
melted beneath its raging power, the palisadoes 
became heated nearly to the point of ignition. 
The alarm created by this imminent danger 
had already been given, and when Ruth 
issued into the court, a female was rushing 
past her, seemingly on some errand of the last 
necessity. 

'^ Hast seen him ?'** demanded the breathless 
mother, arresting the steps of the quick-moving 

girl. 
*< Not since the savage made his last onset ; 



78 THE BOBDEBBUS. 

but I warrant me he may be found near the 
western loops, maidng good the works against 
the enemy I" 

^* Surely he is not foremost in the fray ! 
Of whom speakest thou, Faith ? I questioned 
thee of Mark. There is one, even now, raging 
within the pickets, seeking a victim/' 

** Truly, I thought it had been question 

of ; the boy is with his father, and the 

stranger soldier, who does such deeds of ya-^ 
lour in our behalf. I have seen no enemy 
within the palisadoes, Madam Heathcote, since 
tlie entry of the man who escaped, by favour 
of the powers of darkness, from the shot of 
Eben Dudley^s musket.^' 

*^And is this evil like to pass from us?** 
resumed Kuth, breathing more freely, as she 
learned the safety of her son ; " or does Pro- 
vidence veil its face in anger ?^ 

" We keep our own, though the savage hath- 
pressed the young men to extremity. Oh ! it 
gladdened one's heart to see how brave a gu^d 
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Reuben Ring, and others near him, made in 
our behalf. I do think me. Madam Heath- 
oote, that, after all^ there is real manhood in 
the brawler Dudley ! Truly, the youth hath 
done marvels in the way of exposure and re 
sistance. Twelity times this night have I ex- 
pected to see him slain.^ 

*^ And he that iyeth there ?^ half whispered 
the alarmed Ruth, pointing to a spot near 
them, where, aside from the movements of those 
who still acted in the bustle of the combat, 
one lay stretched on the earth ; <^ who hath 
fallen ?" 

The cheek of Faith blanched to a whiteness 
that nearly equalled that of the linen^ which, 
even in the hurry of such a scene, some friendly 
hand had found leisure to throw, in decent sad- 
ness^ over the form. 

« That !" said the faltering girl. " Though 
hurt and bleeding, my l»rother Reuben surely 
keepeth the loop at the western angle ; nor is 
Whittal wanting in sufficient sense to take heed 
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of danger. This may not be the stranger, 
for under tbe covers of the postern breast- 
work he holdeth counsel with the ^oung cap^ 
tain.'' 

^^ Art certain, girl ?" 

^^ I saw them both within the minute. 
Would to Grody we could hear the shout of 
noisy Dudley, Madam Heathcote : bis cry 
cheereth the heart, in a moment awful as 
this !" 

'^ Lift the. cloth," said Ruth, with calm 
solemnity, ^^ that we may know which of 
our friends hath been called to the great 
account." 

Faith hesitated, and when, by a powerful 
effort, in which secret interest had as deep 
an in6uence as obedience, she did comply, it 
was with a sort of desperate resolution. On 
raising the linen, the eyes of the two women 
rested on the pallid countenance of one who 
bad been transfixed by an iron-headed arrow. 
The girl dropped the linen, and in a voice that 
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sounded like a burst of. hysterical feeling, she 
exclaimed — 

^\ 'Tis but the youth that came lately among 
us ! We are spared the loss of any ancient 
friend.^ 

** 'Tis one who died for our safety. I would 
give largely of this world's comforts that this 
calamity might not have been, or that greater 
leisure for the last fearful reckoning had been 
accorded. But we may not lose the moments 
in mourning. Hie thee, girl, and sound the 
alarm that a savage lurketh within our walls, 
and that he skulketh in quest of a secret blow. 
Bid all be wary. If the young Mark should 
cross thy path, speak to him twice of this 
danger; the child hath a froward spirit, and 
may not hearken to words uttered in too great 
hurry.'' 

With this charge Ruth quitted her maiden. 
While the latter proceeded to give the necessary 
notice, the other sought the spot where she had 

E 8 
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just learned there was reason to believe her 
husband might be found. 

Content and the stranger were in fact met 
in consultation over the danger which threat- 
ened destruction to their most important means 
of defence. The savages themselves appeared 
to be conscious that the flames were working 
in their favour, for their efforts sensibly slack- 
ened ; and having already severely suffered in 
their attempts to annoy the garrison, they bad 
fallen back to their covers, and awaited the 
moment when their practised cunning should 
tell them they might, with more flattering pro- 
mises of success, again rally to the onset. A 
brief explanation served to make Ruth ac- 
quainted with the imminent jeopardy of their 
^tuation. Under a sense of a more appalling 
danger she lost the recollection of her former 
purpose, and with a contracted and sorrowing 
eye, she stood, like her companions, in impotent 
helplessness, an entranced spectator of the pro- 
gress of the destruction. 
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^^ A soldier should not waste words in 
useless plaints," observed the stranger, folding 
his arms like one who was oonsdous that 
human ^ort could do no more, " else should 
I say, His pity that he who drew y<Hi line of 
stockade hath not remembered the uses of the 
ditch.^ 

^^ I will summon the maidens to the wells^" 
said Buth. 

" 'Twill not avail us. The arrow would be 
among them, nor could mortal long endure the 
heat of yon glowing furnace. Thou seest that 
the timbers already smoke and blacken under 
its fierceness.** 

The stranger was still speaking, when a 
small quivering flame played on the corners 
of the palisadoe, nearest the burning pile. 
The element fluttered like a waving line along 
the edges of the heated, wood, after which it 
spread over the whole surface of the timber, 
from its larger base to the pointed summit. 
As if this had merely been the signal of a 
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general destruction, the flames kindled in fifty 
places at the same instant, and then the whole 
line of the stockade, nearest the conflagration, 
was covered with fire. A yell of triumph arose 
in the fields, and a flight of arrows, sailing 
tauntingly into the works, announced the fierce 
iBipatience of those who watched the increase 
of the conflagration. ' 

'^ We shall be driven to our block,'' said 
Content. ^^ Assemble thy maidens, Ruth, and 
make speedy preparation for the last retreat.^ 

*' I go; but hazard not thy life in any vain 
endeavour to retard the flames. There will yet 
be time for all that is needful to our security .'*' 

" I know not,'' hurriedly observed the stran- 
ger; ^^ here cometh the assault in a new 
aspect !" 

The feet of Ruth were arrested. On looking 
upward she saw the object which had drawn this 
remark from the last speaker. A small bright 
ball of fire had arisen out of the fields, and de- 
scribmg an arc in the air, it sailed above their 
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heads and fell on the shingles of a building 
which formed part of the quadrangle of the 
inner court. The movement was that of an 
arrow thrown from a distant bow, and its way 
was to be traced by a long trail of light, that 
followed its course like a blazing meteor. 
This burning arrow had been sent with a cool 
and practised judgment. It lighted upon a 
portion of the combustibles that were nearly as 
inflammable as gunpowder, and the eye had 
scarcely succeeded in tracing it to its fall, ere 
the bright flames were seen stealing ov^r the 
heated roof* 

^' One struggle for our habitations !^' cried 
Content; but the hand of the stranger was 
placed firmly on his shoulder. At that instant 
a dozen similar meteor-looking balls shot into 
the air, and fell in as many different places on the 
already half-kindled pile. Further efforts would 
have been useless. Relinquishing the hope of 
saving his property, every thought was now 
given to personal safety. 
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Ruth recovered from her short tmnce, and 
hastened with hurried steps to perform her 
welLknown office. Then came a few minutes 
of exertion, during which the females trans^ 
ferred all that was necessary to their sub- 
sistence, add which had not been already pro- 
vided in the block, to their little citadel. The 
glowing light which penetrated the darkest 
passages among the buildings, prevented this 
movement from being made without discovery. 
The whoop summoned their enemies to another 
attack. The arrows thickened m the air, and 
the important duty was not performed without 
risk, as all were obliged, in some degree, to 
expose their persons while passing to and fro, 
loaded with necessaries. The gathering smoke, 
however, served in some measure for a screen, 
and it was not long before Content received the 
welcome tidings that he might command the 
retreat of his young men from the palisadoes. 
The oonch sounded the necessary signal, and 
ere the foe had time to understand its meaning. 
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or profit by the defenceless state of the works, 
every individual within them had reached the 
door of the block in safety. Still there was - 
more of hurry and confusion than altogether 
comported with their safety. They who were 
assigned to that duty, however, mounted eagerly 
to the loops, and stood in readiness to pour out 
their fire on whoever might dare to come within 
its reach, while a few still lingered in the 
court, to see that no necessaiy provision for re- 
sistance, or of safety, was forgotten. Ruth had 
l)een foremost in exertion, and she now stood 
pressing her hands to her temples, like one 
whose mind was bewildered by her own efforts. 

" Our fallen friend r she said. " Shall we 
leave his remains to be mangled by the savage ?** 

" Surely not ; Dudley, thy hand. We will 
bear the body within the lower— —Ha ! death 
hath struck another of our family." 

The alarm with which Content made this 
discovery passed quickly to all in hearing. It 
was but too apparent, by the shape of the linen, 
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that two bodies lay beneath its folds. ' Anxious 
and r^pid looks were cast, from face to face, in 
order to learn who was missing ;. and then, con- 
scious of the hazard of further delay, 'Content 
raised the linen, in order to Remove all doubts 
by certainty. The form of the young borderer, 
who was known to have fallen, was first slowly 
and reverently uncovered ; but even the most 
self-restrained among the spectators started back 
in horror, as his robbed and reeking head showed 
that a savage hand had worked its ruthless will 
on the unresisting corpse. 

'' The other !" Ruth struggled to say, and it 
was only as her husband had half removed the 
linen that she could succeed in uttering the 
words—" Beware the other !^ 

The warning was not useless, for the linen 
waved violently as it rose under the hand of 
Content, and a grim Indian sprang into the 
very centre of the startled group. Sweepipg 
his armed hand widely about him, the savage 
broke through the receding circle, and, giving 
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forth the appalling whoop of his tribe^ be 
bouDded into the open door of the principal 
dwelling, so swiftly as utterly to defeat any 
design of pursuit. The arms of Ruth were 
frantically extended towards the place where he 
had disappeared, and she was about to rush 
madly on his footsteps, when the hand of her 
husband stopped the movement. 

'' Wouldst hazard life to save some worthless 
trifle ?"" 

^* Husband, release me !''' returned the woman, 
nearly choked with her agony — ^^ nature hath 
slept within me !^ 

*^ Fear blindeth thy reason !" 

The form of Ruth ceased to struggle. All 
the madness^ which had been glaring wildly 
about her eyes, disappeared in the settled look 
of an almost preternatural calm. Collecting 
the whole of her mental en^gy in one desperate 
effort of self-command, she turned to her hus-« 
band, and as her bosom swelled with the terror 
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that seined to stop her breath, she said, in a 
v<Mce that was frightful by its composure — 

** If thou hast a father's heart release me ! — 
Our babes have been forgotten !^' 

The hand of Content relaxed its hold ; and, 
in another instant, the form of his wife was lost 
to view on the track that had just been taken 
by the successful savage. This was the luckless 
moment chosen by the foe to push his advan- 
tage. A fierce burst of yells proclaimed the 
activity of the assailants, and a general discharge 
from the loops of the block-house sufficiently 
apprised those in the court that the onset of 
the enemy was now pushed into the very heart 
of the defences. All had mounted but the few 
who lingered to discharge the melancholy duty 
to the dead. They were too few to render 
resistance prudent,^nd yet too many to think 
of deserting the distracted mother and her off- 
spring, without lui effort. 

^^ Enter,^' said Content, pointing to the door 
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of tbe block ; ^ it is my duty to share the fate 
of those nearest my blood.*' 

Tbe stranger made no answer. Placing bis 
powerful bands on the nearly stupified husband, 
he thrust his person^ by an irresistible effort, 
within tbe basement of tbe building, and then 
he signed, by a quick gesture, for all around 
him to follow. After the last form had entered, 
he commanded tjhat the fastenings of die doot 
should be secured, remaining himsdf, as he be» 
lieved, done without. But wb^i, by a rapid 
glance, he saw there was another gazing in dull 
awe on the features of the fallen man, it was 
too late to rectify the mistake. Yells were now 
rising out of the black smoke that was rdling 
in volumes from the heated buildings, and it 
was plain that only a few feet divided them 
from their pursuers. Beckoning the man who 
had been excluded from the block to follow, 
the stern soldier rushed into the principal dwell- 
ing, which was still but little injured by the 
fire. Guided rather by chance than by any 
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knowledge of the wiodiogs of the building, he 
soon found himself in the chambers. He wa9 
now at a loss whither to proceed, ^t that mo- 
ment, his companion, who was no other than 
Whittal Ring, took the lead, and in another 
instant, they were at the door of the secret 
apartment. 

<^ Hist !'" said the stranger, raising a hand to 
command silence as he entered the room. <^ Our 
hope is in secrecy. '^ 

•* And how may we escape without detec- 
tion.^^ demanded the mother, pointing about 
her at objects illuminated by a light so powerful 
as to penetrate every cranny of the iIl-con« 
structed building. ^ The noon-day sun is 
scarce brighter than this dreadful fire !*' 

^ God is in the elements ! His guiding hand 
shall point the way. But here we may not 
tarry, for the flames are already on the shingles. 
Follow, and speak uot,^ 

Ruth pressed the children to her side^ and 
the whole party left the apartment of the attic 
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in a body. Their descent to a lower room was 
made quickly and without discovery. But here 
their leader paused, for the state of things 
without was one to demand the utmost steadi- 
ness of nerve, and great reflection. 

The Indians had by this time gained com-< 
mand of the whole of Mark Heathcote's pos- 
sessions, with the exception of the block-house ; 
and as their first act had been to apply the 
brand wherever it might be wanting, the roar 
of the conflagration was now heard in every 
direction. The discharge of muskets and the 
whoops of the combatants, however, while they 
added to the horrible din of such a scene, pro- 
claimed the unconquered resolution of those 
who held the citadel. A window of the room 
they occupied enabled the stranger to take a 
cautious survey of what was passing without. 
The court, lighted to the brilliancy of day, was 
empty, for the increasing heat of the flres, no 
less than the discharges from the loops, still 
kept the cautious savages to their covers. There 
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was bardj hope, that the space between the* 
dwelling and the block-house might yet be 
passed in safety. 

^' I would I had asked that the door of the 
block should be held in hands'^ muttered Sub- 
mission ; ^< it would be death to linger an in- 
stant in that fierce light ; nor have we any man- 
ner of — '" 

A touch was laid upon his arm, and turning, 
the speaker saw the dark eye of the captive boy 
looking steadily in his face. 

" Wilt do it ?^ demanded the other, in a 
manner to show that he doubted, while he 
hoped. 

A speaking gesture of assent was the answer, 
and then the form of the lad was seen gliding 
quietly from the room. 

Another instant and Miantonimoh appeared 
in the court. He walked with the deliberation 
that one would have shewn in moments of the 
most entire security. A hand was raised to- 
wards the loops, as if to betoken amity, and 
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then dropping the limb, he moved with the 
same slow step into the very centre of the area. 
Here the boy stood in the fullest glare of the 
conflagration, and turned his face deliberately 
on every side of him. The action showed that 
he wished to invite all eyes to examine his 
person. At this moment the yells ceased in 
the surrounding covers, proclaiming alike the 
common feeling that was awakened by his ap- 
pearance, and the hasard that any other would 
have incurred by exposing himself in that 
fearful scene. When this act of exceeding con- 
fidence had been performed, the boy drew a 
pace nearer to the entrance of the block. 

^^ Comest thou in peace, or is this another 
device of Indian treachery ?" demanded a voice, 
through an openiiig in the door, left expteBsiy 
for the purposes of parley. 

The boy raised the palm of one hand towards 
the speaker, while he laid the other with a 
gesture of confidence cm his naked breast. 

'^ Hast aught to offer in behalf of my wife 
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and babes? If gold will buy their ransom, 
name thy price.*^ 

Miantonimoh was at no loss to comprehend 
the other's meaning. With the readiness of one 
whose faculties had been early schooled in the 
inventions of emergencies, he made a gesture 
that said even more than his figurative words, 
as he answered — 

*^ Can a woman of the pale-faces pass through 
wood? An Indian arrow is swifter than the 
foot of my mother." 

*« Boy, I trust thee," returned the voice from 
within the loop. ^^ If thou deceivest beings 
so feeble and so innocent, Heaven will re- 
member the wrong."" 

Miantonimoh again made a sign to show 
that caution must be used, and then he retired, 
with a step calm and measured as that used in 
his advance. Another pause to the shouts 
betrayed the interest of those whose fierce 
eyes watched his movements in the distance. 



THE BOSDEBEftS. &J 

When the young Indian* had rejoined the 
party in the dwelling, he led them, without 
being observed by the lurking band that still 
hovered in the smoke of the surrounding build- 
ings, to a spot that commanded a full view 
of their short but perilous route. At this 
moment the door of the bk)ck-house half-opened, 
and was closed again. Still the stranger hesi- 
tated, for he saw how little was the chance that 
all should cross the court unharmed, and to 
pass it by. repeated trials he knew to be impos- 
sible. 

^^ Boy,'^ he said, ^' thou, who hast done thus 
much, may still do more. Ask mercy for these 
children, in some manner that may touch the 
hearts of thy people." 

Miantonimoh shook his head, and pointing 
to the ghastly corpse that lay in the courtj he 
answered coldly-^ 

^* The red mati has tasted blood.'' 

*^ Then must the desperate trial be done I 

VOL. II. F 
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TbiBk Bot Of thychiiareB, devot«d«.dd^ 
,.^, but look only to thi- o- -^^y- 
This ^tles. youth «id I ^ ch«ge ou«d^ 

with the caie of the innocent.." 

Ruth waved him away ^th her h«.d, pr^*- 

i^ her mute «.d trembling daughter to her 

XHn,inam«.nertoshowthatber««.l«1»» 
^ taken. The stranger yielded, and tummg 
U, Wbittal, who stood near him. seemingly ^ 
„uch occuped in vacant admiration of the 
blazing pHes, as in any apprehension of h» own 

personal danger, he bade him look to the safety 
of the remaining child. Movmg in front him- 
self, he was about to offer Ruth such p«v 
tection as the case afforded, when a window m 
the rear of the house was dashed mward, 
.™>oundng the entrance of the enemy, -ad the 
imminent danger that their flight would be 
intercepted. There was no time to lose, for it 
was now certain that only a single room sepa- 
rated them from their foes. The g««««» 



nature of Kuth was roused, and calching Martha 
from the arms of Whittal Ring, she eadea. 
youred, bj a desperate eflTort, in whidi feelings 
rather than any reasonable motive, predominated, 
to envelope both the children in her robe. 

**I am with yeT whispered the agitated 
woman ; '' hush ye, hush ye, babes I thy mother 
is nigh i" 

The stranger was very differendy employed. 

The instant the crash of glass was heard, he 

rushed to the rear, and he had already grappled 

with the savage so ofteti named, and who acted 

as guide to a dozen fierce and yelling followers. 

^^ To the block 1*^ shouted the steady soldier, 

while with a powerful arm he held his enemy 

in the throat of the narrow passage, stopping the 

approach of those in the rear by the b^dy of 

Jiis foe. ** For the love of life and children, 

woman, to the block f' 

The summons rang frightfully in the ears of 
Ruth, but, in that moment of extreme jeopardy, 

F 2 
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her presence of mind was lost. The cry was 
repeated, and not till then did the bewildered 
mother catch her daughter from the floor. 
With eyes still bent on the fierce struggle in her 
rear, she clasped the child to her heart and fled, 
calling on Whittal Ring to follow. The lad 
obeyed, and ere she bad half crossed the court, 
the stranger, still holding his savage shield 
between him and his enemies, was seen endea- 
vouring to take the same direction. The whoops, 
the flight of arrows, and the discharges of 
musketry that succeeded, proclaimed the whole 
extent of the danger. But fear had lent unna- 
tural vigour to the limbs of Ruth, and the 
gliding arrows themselves scarce sailed more 
swiftly through the heated air, than she darted 
into the open door of the block. Whittal 
Ring was less successful. As he crossed the 
court, bearing the child entrusted to his care, 
an arrow pierced bis flesh, Stung by the pain. 
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the witless lad turned^ in anger^ to chide the 
hand that had inflicted the injury. 

" On, foolish boy !" cried the stranger, as he 
passed hiin, still making a target of the body of 
the savage that was writhing in his grasp ; ". on, 
for thy life, and that of the babe l'^ 

The mandate came too late. The hand of 
an Indian was already oh the innocent victim, 
and in the next instant the child was sweeping 
the air, while with a short yell the keen axe 
flourished above his head. A shot from the 
loops laid the monster dead in his tracks. The 
girl was instantly seized by another hand, and as 
the captor with his prize darted unharmed into 
the dwelling, there arose in the block a common 
exclamation of the name of ^* Miantonimoh !^' 
Two more of the savages profited by the pause 
of horror that followed, to lay hands on the 
wounded Whittal, and to drag him within the 
blazmg building. At the same moment, the 
stranger cast the unresisting savage back upon 
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the weapons of his companions. The bleeding 
and half-strangled Indian met the blows which 
had been aimed at the life of the soldier, and as 
he staggered and fell, his vigorous conqueror 
disappeared in the block. The door of the 
little citadel was instantly closed, and the 
savages, who rushed headlong against the 
entrance, heard the fitting of the bars which 
secured it against their attacks. The yell of 
retreat was raised, and in the next instant the 
court was left to the possession of the dead. 
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CHAPTER V. 



^ Did Heaven look on, 

And would not take theii; part ? 

— — Heaven rest them now !" 



Maobethi 



^< W£ will be thankful for this blessing,* 
said Content, as he aided the half unconscious 
Ruth to mount the ladder, ^yielding himself to 
a feeling of nature that said little against his 
manhood. ^^ If we have lost one that we loved, 
God hath spared our own child.^ 

His breathless wife threw herself into a seat 
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and folding the treasure to her bosom, she 
whispered rather than said aloud — " From my 
soul, Heathcote, am I grateful !^' 

" Thou shieldest the babe from my sight,^ 
returned the father, stooping to conceal a tear 
that was stealing down his brown cheek , under 
a pretence of embracing the child — but sud- 
denly recoiling, he added, in alarm — *^ Ruth T 

Startled by the tone in which her husband 
uttered her name, the mother threw aside the 
folds of her dress, which still concealed the 
girl, and stretching her out to the length of an 
arm, she saw that, in the hurry of the appalling 
scene, the children had been exchanged, and 
that she had saved the life of Martha. 

Notwithstanding the generous disposition of 
Buth, it was impossible to repress the feeling of 
disappointment which came over her with the 
consciousness of the mistake. Nature at first 
had sway, and to a degree that was fearfully 
powerful. 
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^^ It is not our babe !^ shrieked the mother, 
still holding the child at the length of her arm, 
and gazing at its innocent and terrified coun- 
tenance, with an expression that Martha had 
never yet seen gleaming from eyes that were, in 
common, so soft and so indulgent. 

^ I am thine ! I am thine f' murmured the 
little trembler, struggling in yain to reach the 
bosom that had so long cherished her infancy. 
'* If not thine, whose am I ?'" 

The gaze of Ruth was still wild, the work* 
'mg& of her features hysterical. 

<< Madam — Mrs. Heathcote — mother !" 
came, timidly, and at intervals, from the lips 
of the orphan* Then the heart of Ruth re^ 
lented. She clasped the daughter of her friend 
to her breast, and Nature found a temporary 
rdief in one of those frightful exhibitions of 
anguish, ' which appear to threaten the disso- 
lution of the link which connects the soul with 
the body. 

F 3 
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^^ Carney daughter of John Harding," satid 
CoDtent, looking around him with the assumed 
composure of a chastened man, while natural 
regret struggled hard at his heart ; <^ this has 
been Ood^s pleasure: it is meet that we kiss 
his parental hand. Let us be thankful,^ he 
added, with a quiveiing lip, but steady eye, 
** that even this mercy hath been shown. Our 
babe is with the Indian, but our hopes are far 
beyond the reach of savage malignity. We 
have not laid up treasure where moth and rust 
can corrupt^ or where thieves may break in and 
steal. It may be that the morning shall bring 
means of parley, and, haply, opportunity of 
ransom.^ 

There was the glimmering of hope in this 
suggestion. The idea seemed to give a new 
direction to the thoughts of Ruth, and the 
change enabled the long habits of self-restraint 
to regain something of their former ascendancy. 
The fountains of her tears became dryy and, 
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after one short and terrible struggle, she was 
again enabled to appear composed. But at no 
time, during the continuance of that fearful 
struggle, was Ruth Heathcote again the same 
ready and useful agent of activity and order, 
that she had been in the earli^ events of the 
night. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind the reader 
that the brief burst of parental agony which 
has just been related, escaped Content and his 
wife, amid a scene in which the other actors 
were too much occupied by their exertions to 
note its exhibition. The fate of those in the 
block was too evidently approaching its close, 
to allow of any interest in such an episode to 
the great tragedy of the moment. 

The character of the contest had in some 
measure changed. There was no longer any 
immediate apprehension from the missiles of 
the assailants, though danger pressed upon the 
besieged in a new, and even in a more horri- 
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fale aspect/ Now and then, indeed , an arrow 
quivered in the openings of the loops^ and the 
blunt Dudley had once a narrow escape from , 
the passage of a bullet, which, guided by 
chance, or aimed by a hand surer than common, 
glanced through one of the narrow slits, and 
would have terminated the history of the 
borderer, had not the head it obliquely encoun- 
tered been too solid to yield even to such an 
assault The attention of the garrison was 
chiefly called to the imminent danger of the 
surrounding fire. Though the probability of 
such an emergency as that in which the 
family was now placed had certainly been 
foreseen, and in some degree guarded against, 
in the size of the area and in the construction 
of the block, yet it was found that the danger 
exceeded all former calculations. 
For the basement there wa^ no reason to feel 

alarm. It was of stone, and of a thickness and 
a material to put at defiance any artifices that 
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their enemy might find time to practise. Even the 
two upper stories were comparatively safe, for 
they were composed of blocks so solid as to 
require time to heat them, and they were con- 
sequently as little liable to combustion as wood 
well could be. But the roof, like all of that, 
and indeed like most of the present day, in 
America, was composed of short inflammable 
shingles of pine. The superior height of the 
tower was some little protection ; but as the 
flames rose roaring above the buildings of the 
court, and waved in wide circuits around the^ 
heated area, the whole of the fra^le covering 
of the block was often wrapped in fcdds of fine. 
The result may be anticipated. Content iras 
first recalled from the bitterness of his parentj^l 
regret, by a cry, which passed among the £m>^ 
mily, that the roof rf thcnr little otadd warn in 
flames. One of the ofdinary wells of the hal^. 
tation was in the basement of the edifice^ and 
it was fortunate that no precaution 
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sary to render it serviceable, in an emergency 
like that which was now arrived^ bad been 
neglected. A well secured shaft of stone rose 
through the lower apartment into the upper 
floor* Profiting by this happy precaution, the 
hand-maidens of Ruth plied the buckets with 
diligence, while the young men cast water freely 
on the roof from the windows of the attic. 
The latter duty, it may readily be supposed, was 
not performed without hazard. Flights of 
arrows were constantly directed against the 
labourers, and more than one of the youths 
received greater or less injuries while exposed 
to their annoyance* There were, indeed, a few 
minutes during which it remained a question 
of grave interest how far the risk they ran was 
likely to be crowned with success. The ex- 
cessive heat of so many fires, and the occasional 
contact with the flames, as they swept in eddies 
over the place, began to render it doubtful 
whether any human efforts could long arrest 
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the eviL Even the massive and moistened logs 
of the body of the work began to smoke^ and 
it was found, by experiment, that the hand 
oould rest but a moment on their surface. 

During this interval of deep suspense, all the 
men posted at the loops were called to aid in 
extinguishing the fire. Resistance was forgotten 
in the discharge of a duty that had become still 
more pressing. Ruth herself was aroused by 
the nature of the alarm ; and all hands and all 
minds were arduously occupied in a toil that 
diverted attention from incidents which had less 
interest, because they were teeming less with in- 
stant destruction. Danger is known to lose its 
terrors by familiarity. The young borderers 
became reckless of their persons in the ardour 
of exertion ; and as success began to crown their 
efforts, something like the levity of happier mo- 
ments got the better of their concern. Stolen 
and curious glances were thrown around a place 
that had so long been kept sacred ^to the secret 
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uses of the Puritan, when it was found that th^ 
flames were subdued^ and that the present dan- 
ger was averted. The light glared powerfully 
through several openings in the shingles, no less 
than through the windows ; and every eye was 
enabled to scan the contents of an apartment 
which all had longed, though none had ever be^ 
fore presumed, to enter. 

*^ The Captain looketh well to the body,'' 
whispered Reuben Ring to one of his comrades, 
as he wiped the effects of the toil from a sun- 
burnt brow. << Thou seest, Hiram, that there 
is good store of cheer." 

" The buttery is not better stored !" returned 
the other, with the shrewdness and ready obser- 
vation of a border man. 

" It is known that he never toucheth that 
which the cow yields, except as it comes from 
the creature, and here we find of the best that 
the Madam^s dairy can yield !^ 

" Surely yon buff jerkin is like to those worn 
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by the idle cavaliers at home ! I think it be long 
since the captain hath ridden forth in such a 
guise."" 

'* That may be matter of ancient usage^ for 
thou seest he hath relics of the fashion of the 
English troopers in this bit of steel ; it is like he 
holdeth deep exercise over the vanities of his 
youth^ while recalling the times in which they 
were worn." 

This conjecture appeared to satisfy the other, 
though it is probable that a sight of a fresh store 
of bodily aliment, which was soon after exposed, 
in order to gain access to the roof, might have 
led to some further inferences^ had more time 
been given to conjectures. But at this moment 
a new wail proceeded from the maidens who 
plied the buckets beneath. 

** To the loops ! to the loops, or we are lost ^ 
was a summons that admitted of no delay. Led 
by the stranger, the young men rushed below ; 
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irfieiie, in truths they found a serious demand oa 
all thar activity and courage. 

The Indians were wanting in none o{ the 
sagacity which so remarkably distinguishes the 
warfare of this cunning race. The time spent 
by the family in arresting the flames had not 
been thrown away by the assailants. Profiting 
by the attention of those within, to efforts that 
were literally of the last importance^ they bad 
found means to convey burning brands to the 
door of the block, against which they had piled a 
mass of blazing combustibles, that threatened 
shortly to open the way into the basement of the 
dtadel itself. In order to mask this de^gn, and 
to protect their approaches, the savages had suc- 
ceeded in dragging bundles of straw, and other 
similar materials, to the foot' of the work, to 
which the fire soon communicated, and whieh, 
consequently, served both to increase the actual 
danger of the building, and to distract the at- 
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tention of Aose by ivbam it ms drihnilfri. 
Although the water that fell from the roof served 
to retard the progress of these flames, it contri- 
buted to produce the effect, of all others, that 
was most desired by the savages. The dense 
volumes of smoke that arose from the halfnsmo- 
thered fire first apprised the females of the new 
danger which assailed them. When Content 
and the stranger reached the principal floor of 
their citadel, it required some little time, and' no 
small degree of coolness, to comprehend the si* 
tuation in wUch they were now {daced. The 
vapour that rolled upward from the wet straw and 
hay had already penetrated into the apartment^ 
and it was with no alight difficulty that they who 
occupied it were enabled to distinguish objects, 
or even to breathe* 

*^ Here is matter to exercise our utmost forti* 
tude,*^ said the stranger, to his constant com* 
pani(». ^ We roust look to this new device, or 
we come to the fate of death by fire. Summon 
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the Stoutest-hearted of thy youths, and I will 
lead them to a sortie, ere the evil get past a 
remedy." 

" That were certain victory to the heathen. 
Thou hearest, by their yells, that ^tis no small 
band of scouters who beleaguer us ; a tribe hath 
sent forth its chosen warriors to do their wick- 
edness. Better is it that we bestir ourselves to 
drive them from our door, and to prevent the 
further annoyance of this cloud ; since, to issue 
from the block at this moment would be to offer 
our heads to the tomahawk, and to ask niercy 
is as vain as to hope to move the rock with 
tears.'' 

^ And in what manner may we do this needful 
service ?** 

<< Our muskets will still command the en- 
trance, by means of these downward loops ; and 
water may be yet applied through the same 
openings. Thought hath been had of this dan- 
ger, in the disposition of the place.^ 
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" Then, of Heaven^s mercy ! delay not the 
effort.'' 

The necessary measures were taken instantly. 
Eben Dudley applied the muzzle of his piece to 
a loop, and discharged it downward, in the di- 
rection of the endangered door. But aim was 
impossible in the obscurity, and his want of suc- 
cess was proclaimed by a taunting shout of 
triumph. Then followed a flood of water, 
which, however, was scarcely of more service, 
since the savages had foreseen its use, and had 
made a provisipn against its effects, by placing 
boards, and such vessels as they found scattered 
among the buildings, above the fire, in a manner 
to prevent most of the fluid from reaching its 
aim. 

** Come hither with thy musket, Reuben 
Ring," said Content, hurriedly ; " the wind 
stirreth the smoke here ; the savages still heap 
fuel against the wall/' 

The borderer complied. There were in fact 
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moments when dark human forms were to be 
seen gliding in silence around the building, 
though the density of the vapour rendered the 
forms indistinct and their movements doubtful 
With a cool and practised eye, the youth sought 
a victim ; but as he discharged his musket an 
object glanced near his own visage, as though 
the bullet had recoiled on him who had given it 
a very different mission. Stepping backward a 
little hurriedly, he saw the stranger pcnnting 
through the smoke at an arrow which stili 
quivered in the floor above them. 

" We cannot long abide these assaults," the 
soldier muttered ; ** something must be speedily 
devised, or we fall.'' 

His words ceased, for a yell that appeared to 
Jift the floor on which he stood, announced the 
destruction of the door and the presence of the 
savages in the basement of the tower. Both 
parties appeared momentarily confounded at 
this unexpected success, for while the one stood 



THE BOBD£BEX8. 119 

mute with astonishment and dread^ the other 
did little more than triumph. But this inaction 
socm ended. The conflict was resumed, though 
the efforts of the assailants began to assume the 
confidence of victory, while on the part of the 
besieged they partook fearfully of the aspect 
of despair. 

A few muskets were discharged, both fiom 
below and above, at the intermediate floor, but 
the thickness of the planks prevented the bullets 
from dcing injury^ Then commenced a struggle 
in which the respective qualities of the comba- 
tants were eiLhibited in a singularly characteristic 
manner. While the Indians improved th^ 
advantages beneath, with all the arts known to 
savage warfare, the young men resisted with 
that wondaful aptitude of expedient, and readi- 
ness of execution, which distinguish the Ame- 
rican borderer. 

The first attempt of the assailants was to 
burn the floor of the lower apartment In order 
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to effect this, they threw vast piles of straw into 
the basement. But ere ihe brand was applied^ 
water had- reduced the inflammable, material to 
a black and murky pile. Still the smoke had 
nearly effected a conquest which the fire itself 
had failed to achieve. So suffocating indeed 
were the clouds of vapour which ascended 
through the crevices, that the females were com- 
pelled to seek a refuge in the attic. Here the 
openings in the roof, and a swift current of air, 
relieved them in some degree from its annoy- 
ance. 

When it was found that the command of the 
well afforded the besieged the means of protect- 
ing the wood-work of the interior, an effort was 
made to cut off the communication with the 
water, by forcing a passage into the circular 
stone shaft, through which it was drawn into 
the room above. This attempt was defeated by 
the readiness of the youths, who soon cut holes 
in the floor^ whence they sent down certain 
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death on all beneath. Perhsips no part of the 
assault was more obstinate than that which ac- 
companied this effort, nor did either assailants 
or assailed, at any time during its continuance, 
suffer greater personal injury. After a long 
and fierce struggle the resistance was effectual, 
and the savages had recourse to new schemes in 
order to effect their ruthless object. 

During the first moments of their entrance, 

. • • • ' 

and with a view to reap the fruits of the victory 

when the garrison should be more effectually 
subdued, most of the furniture of the dwelling 
had been scattered by the conquerors on the 
side of the hill. Among other articles, som^ 
six or seven beds had been dragged from the 
dormitories. These were now brought into 
play, as powerful instruments in the assault. 
They were cast, one by one, on the still burn- 
ing though smothered flames, in the basement 
of the block, whence they sent up a cloud of 
their intolerable effluvia. At this trying mo- 
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nieDt the appalling cry was heard m the block, 
that the well had failed I The buckets asceixled 
4B empty as they went dowpi and they ware 
thrown aside as no longer usefuL The savagea 
iieemed to comprehend their advantage, for 
they profited by the confusion that succeeded 
sonong the assailed, to feed the slumbering fires. 
The fiames kindled fiercely, and in less than a 
Bunute they became too violent to be subdued. 
They were soon seen fdaying on the planks of 
the floor above* The subtle element flashed 
from point to point, and it was not long, ere it 
was stealing up the outer side of the heated 
block itself. 

The savages now knew that conquest wasi 
sure. Yells and whoopings proclaimed the 
fierce delight with which they witnessed the 
certainty of their victory. Still there was some- 
thing portentous in the death-like siknce with 
which the victims within the .block awaited, 
their fate. The whole extoior of the bi^olding 
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was already wrapped in flaiaes, and yet no shew 
of further resistance, no petition for m^cy^ 
issued from its bosom. The unnatural and 
fnghtful stillness that rdgned within was 
gradually communicated to those without* The 
cries and shouts of triumph ceased, and the 
crackling of the flames, or the falling of timb^ 
in the adjoining buildings, alone disturbed the 
awful calm. At length a solitary vc^ce was 
heard in the block* Its tones were deep, solemn, 
and imploring. The fierce beings who sur- 
rounded the glowing pile bent forward to listen, 
for their quids: faculties caught the first sounds 
diat were audible. It was Mark Heathcot^ 
pouring out his spirit in praj^r. The petition 
was fervent, but steady ; and though uttered in 
words that were unintelligible to those without, 
they knew enough of the pracdces of the colo- 
nists to be aware that it was the ehi^ of the 
pale»faces holding communion with his God. 
Partly in awe, and partly in doubt of what 

G 2 
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might be the consequences of so mysterious an 
asiking, the dark crowd withdrew to a little dis- 
tance, and silently watched the progress of the 
destruction. They had heard strange sayings 
of the pow^r of the Deity of their invaders, and 
as their victims appeared suddenly to cease 
using any of the known means of safety, they 
appeared to expect, perhaps they did expect, 
some unequivocal manifestation of the power of 
the Great Spirit of the stranger. 

Still no sign of pity, no relenting from the 
ruthless barbarity of their warfare, escaped 
any of the assiulants. If they thought at all 
of the temporal fate of those who might still 
exist within the fiery pile, it was only to in- 
dulge in some passing regret that the obsti- 
nacy of the defence had deprived them of the 
glory of bearing the usual bloody tokens of 
victory in triumph to their villages. * But even 
these peculiar and deeply-rooted feelings were 
forgotten^ as the progress of the flames placed 
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the hope of its indulgence beyond all pos- 
sibility. 

The roof of the block re-kindled, and, by 
the light that shone through the loops, it was 
but. too evident the interior was in a blaze* 
Once or twice, smothered sounds came out of 
the place, as if suppressed shrieks were escap- 
ing the females ; but they ceased so suddenly 
as. to leave doubts among the auditors whether 
it were more than the deception of their own 
excited fancies. The savages had witnessed 
many a similar scene of human suffering, but 
never one before in which death was met by 
so unmoved a calmness. The serenity that 
reigned in the blazing block communicated to 
them a feeling of awe, and when the pile came 
a tumbling and blackened mass of ruins to 
the earth, they avoided the place, Uke men 
that dreaded the vengeance of a Deity who 
knew how to infuse so deep a sentiment of 
resignation in the breasts of his worshippers. 
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Though the yells of viotory were again 
heard in the valley that night, and though the 
nin had arisen before the conquerors deserted 
the hilly but tew of the band found resolution 
to approach the smouldering pile^ where they 
had witnessed so impresdve an exhibition of 
Christian fortitude. The few that did draw 
near stood around the spot, rather in the re- 
Terence with which an Indian vints the graves 
of the just^ than in the fierce rejoicings with 
whidi he is known to glut his revenge over a 
fiJIen enemy. 



THE B0KDSRVB8. IS? 



CHAPTER VI. 



<< What are these. 
So ^hhered^ and so wild in their attire; 
That look not like the inhabitants of earth> 
And yet are on't ?" 

Maobsih. 



That sternneM of the season, which has 
akeady been mentioned in these pages, is never 
of long continuance in the month of ApriL A 
change in the wind had been noted by the hun- 
ters^ even before they retired from their range 
among the hills ; and though too seriously occu- 
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pied to pay close attention to the progress of 
the thaWy more than one of the young men 
had found occasion to remark that the final 
breaking up of the winter had arrived. Long 
ere the scene of the preceding chapter reached 
its height, the southern winds had mingled with 
the heat of the conflagration. Warm airs^ that 
had been following the course of the Gulf 
Stream, were driven to the land^ and sweeping 
over the narrow island^ that at this point forms 
the advanced work of the continent, but a few 
short hours had passed before they destroyed 
every chilling remnant of the dominion of win- 
ter. Warm, bland, and rushing in torrents, 
the subtle currents penetrated the forests, 
melted the snows from the fields, and as all 
alike felt the genial influence, it appeared to 
bestow a renovated existence on man and beast. 
With morning, therefore, a landscape, very 
difierent from that last placed before the mind 
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of the reader, presented itself in the valley 
of the Wish-Ton-Wish. 

The winter had entirely disappeared, and 
as the buds had begun to swell under the oc* 
casional warmth of the spring, one ignorant of 
the past would not have supposed that the 
advance of the season had been subject to so 
stem an interruption. But the principal and 
most melancholy change was in the more arti- 
ficial parts of the view. Instead of those sim- 
ple and happy habitations which had crowned 
the little eminence, there remained only a mass 
of blackened and charred ruins. A few abused 
and half destroyed articles of household fur- 
niture lay scattered on the sides of the hill, 
and, here and there, a dozen palisadoes, fa- 
voured by some accidental cause, had partially 
escaped the flames. Eight or ten massive and 
dreary-looking stacks of chimneys rose out of 
the smokmg piles. In the centre of the deso- 
lation was the stone basement of the block- 
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boiue, on which still stood a few gloomy 
masses of the timber, resembling coal. The 
naked and unsupported shaft of the well 
reared its circular pillar from the centre, look* 
ing like a dark monument of the past. The 
wide ruin of die out-buildings blackened one 
side c^ the clearing, and, in different places, 
the fences, like radii diverging from the com- 
mon centre of destruction, had led off the 
flames into the fields. A few domestic animals 
ruminated in the back-ground, and e^pen the 
feathered, inhabitants of the bams still k^ 
aloof, as if warned by their instinct that danger 
lurked around the site of their ancient abodes. 
In all other respects the view was calm, and 
lovely as ever. The sun shone from a sky in 
which no doud was visible. The blandnes^ of 
the winds, and the brightness of the heavens, 
lent an air of animation to evem the leafless 
forest: and the white vapour, that continued 
to rise from the smouldering pies, floated high 
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over the hiUs, as the peaoelul smoke of the 
cottage curls above its roof. 

The ruthless band whidi had occask>ned tfads 
sudden change was already far on the way to 
its villages^ or» haply, it sought some other 
scene of blood, A skilful eye migjbt have 
traced the route these fierce creatures of the 
woods had taken, by fences hurled from their, 
places, or by the carcass of some animal that 
had fallen, in the wantonness of victory, be^' 
neath a parting blow. < Of all these wildbeings- 
one only remained ; and he appeared to linger 
at the spot in the indulgence of feelings that 
were foreign to diose passions that had so re- 
cently stirred the bosoms of his comrades. 

It was with a slow, noiseless step that the 
solitary loiterer moved about the scene of de- 
struction. He was first seen treading, with a 
thoughtful air, among the ruins of the buildings 
that had formed the quadrangle> and then, 
seemingly led by an interest in the fate of those 
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who had so miserably perished, he drew nearer 
to the pile in its centre. The nicest and most 
attentive ear could not have detected the fall of 
his foot, as the Indian placed it within the 
gloomy circle of the ruined wall, nor is the 
breathing of the infant less audible, than the 
manner in which he drew breath while standing 
in a place so lately consecrated by the agony 
and martyrdom of a Christian family. It was 
the boy called Miantonimoh, seeking some me- 
lancholy memorial of those with whom he 
bad so long dwelt in amity, if not in con- 
fidence. 

One skilled in the history of savage passions 
might have found a clue to the workings of the 
mind of the youth in the play of his speaking 
features. As his dark glittering eye rolled over 
the smouldering fragments, it seemed to search 
keenly for some vestige of the human form. 
The element, however, had done its work too 
greedily to have left many visible memorials of 
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its fury. An object resembling that he sought, 
however, caught his glance, and stepping lightly 
to the spot where it lay, he raised the bone of a 
powerful arm from the brands. The flashing 
of his eye as it lighted on this sad object, was 
wild and exulting, like that of the savage when 
he first feels the fierce joy of glutted vengeance ; 
but gentler recollections came with the gaze, 
and kinder feelings evidently usurped the place 
of the hatred he had been taught to bear a race 
who were so fast sweeping his people from the 
earth. The relic fell from his hand, and had 
Ruth been there to witness the melancholy and 
relenting shade that clouded his swarthy fea- 
tures, she might have found pleasure in the 
certainty that all her kindness had not been 
wasted. 

Regret soon gave place to awe. To the ima- 
gination of the Indian, it seemed as if a still 
voice, like that which is believed to issue from 
the grave, was heard in the place. Bending 
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his body forward^ he listened with the intensity 
and acuteness of a savage. He thought the 
smothered tones of Mark Heathcote were again 
audible, holding communion with his God. 
The chisel of the Grecian would have loved to 
delineate the attitudes and movements of the 
wondering boy as he slowly and reverently with* 
drew from the spot. His look was rivetted on 
^he vacancy, where the upper apartments of the 
block had stood, and where he had last seen the 
family, calling in their extremity on their Deity 
for aid. Imagination still painted the victims 
in their burning pile. For a minute longer, 
during which brief space the young Indian pn>- 
bably expected to see some vision of the pale- 
faces, did he linger near; and then, with a 
musing air and softened mind, he trod lightly 
along the path which led on the trul of his 
people. When his active form reached the 
boundary of the forest, he again paused, and 
taking a final gaze at the place, where fortune 
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had made him a witness of so much domestic 
peace, and of so much sudden misery, his forai 
was quickly swallowed in the gloom of his native 
woods. 

The work of the savages now seemed com* 
plete. An ^ectual check appeared to be 
placed to the further progress of civilization in 
the ill-fated valley of the Wish-Ton-Widi. Had 
nature been left to its own work, a few years 
would have covered the deserted clearing with 
its ancient vegetation ; and half a century would 
have again buried the whole of its quiet glades 
in the shadows of the forest. But it was other- 
wise decreed. 

The sun had reached the meridian, and the 
hostile band had been gone some hours, before 
aught occurred likely to effect this seeming 
decision of Providence. To one acquainted 
with the recent horrors, the breathing of the 
airs over the ruins might have passed for the 
whisperings of departed spirits. In short, it 
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appeared as if the silence of the wilderness had 
once more resumed its reign, when it was sud- 
denly though slightly interrupted. A move- 
ment was made within the ruins of the block. 
It sounded as if billets of wood were gradually 
and cautiously displaced, and then a human 
head was reared slowly, and with marked sus- 
picion, above the shaft of the well. The wild 
and unearthly air of this seeming spectre, was 
in keeping with the rest of the scene. A 
face begrimed with smoke and stained with 
blood, a head bound in some fragment of a 
soiled dress, and eyes that were glaring in a 
species of dull horror, were objects in unison 
with ail the other frightful accessories of the 
place. 

^^ What seest thou ?^' demanded a deep voice 
from within the walls of the shaft. '^ Shall we 
again come to our weapons, or have the agents 
of Moloch departed ? Speak, entranced youth, 
what dost behold ?^ 
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A sight to make a wolf weep !^ returned 
Eben Dudley, raising his large frame so as to 
stand erect on the shaft, where he commanded a 
bird's eye view of most of the desolation of the 
valley. **Evil though it be, we may not say 
that forewarning signs have been withheld. 
But what is the cunningest man when mortal 
wisdom is weighed in the scale against the craft 
of devils! Come forth; Belial hath done his 
worst, and we have a breathing time/' 

The sounds, which issued still deeper from 
the well, denoted the satisfaction with which 
this intelligence was received, no less than the 
alacrity with which the summons of the bor- 
derer was obeyed. Sundry blocks of wood 
and short pieces of plank were first passed, with 
care, up to the hands of Dudley, who cast 
them, like useless lumber, among the other 
ruins of the building. He then descended 
from his perch, and made room for others to 
follow. 
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The stranger next arose; after him came 
Content^ the Puritan, Beufaen Ring, and, in 
short, all the youths, with the exception oi 
those who had, unhappily, fallen in the contest* 
After these had mounted, and each in turn had 
leaped to the ground, a very brief preparation 
served for the liberation of the more feeble of 
body.. The readiness of border skill soon suf- 
ficed to arrange the necessary metos* By the 
aid of chains and buckets, Ruth and the little 
Martha, Paith, and all the hand-maid^s, with- 
out even one exception, were successively 
drawn from the bowels of the earth, and re^^ 
stored to the light of day. It is scarcely 
necessary to say, to those whcHn experience haft 
best fitted to judge of such an achievement, 
that no great time or labour was necessary fot 
its accomplishment. 

It is not our intention to harass the feelings 
of the reader, further than is required, by a 
simple narrative of the incidents of tlie legend. 
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We shall, therefore, say nothing of the bodily 
pain, or of the mental alarm, by which this 
ingenious retreat, from the flames and the 
tomahawk, had been effected. The suffering 
was ehiefly confined to apprehension, for as the 
descent was easy, so had the readiness and inge^- 
nuity of the young men found means, by the aid 
of articles of furniture first cast into the shaft, 
and by well secured fragments of the floors pro^ 
periy placed across, both to render the situation 
of the females and children less punful than 
might at first be supposed, and effectually to 
protect them from the tumbling block. But 
little of the latter, however, was likely to affieel 
theit safety, as the form of the building was, 
in itself, a suflicient security against the fall of 

4 

its heavier parts. 

The meeting of the family, amid the deso> 
lation of the valley, though relieved, by the 
consciousness of having escaped a more shock* 
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ing fate, may easily be imagined. The first 
act was to render brief but solann thanks for 
their deliverance^ and then, with the prompti* 
tude of people trained in hardship, their at- 
tention was given to those measures which 
prudence told them were yet necessary. 

A few of the more active and experienced o( 
the youths were despatched, in order to ascer- 
tain the direction taken by the Indians, and to 
gain what intelligence th^y might concerning 
their future movements. The maidens has- 
tened to collect the kine, while others searched, 
with heavy hearts^ among the ruins, in quest of 
such articles of food and comfort as could be 
found, in order to administer to the first wants 
of nature. 

Two hours had effected most of that which 
could immediately be done in these several 
pursuits. The young men returned with the 
assurance that the trails announced the certain 
and final retreat of the savages. The cows 
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had yielded their tribute, and such provision 
had been made against hunger, as circum- 
stances would allow. The arms had been 
examined, and put, as far as the injuries they 
had received would admit, in readiness for 
instant service. A few hasty preparations had 
been made, in order to protect the females 
against the cool airs of the coming night ; and, 
in short, all was done that the intelligence of a 
border-man could suggest, or his exceeding 
reading in expedients could, in so brief a space, 
supply. 

The sun began to fall towards the tops of 
the beeches that crowned the western outline 
of the view, before all these necessary arrange- 
ments were ended. It was not till then, how- 
ever, that Reuben Ring, accompanied by 
another youth of equal activity and courage, 
appeared before th^ Puritan, equipped, as well 
as men in their situation might be, for a journey 
through the forest. 
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**Go»^ 9aid the old reli^omst^ when the 
youths presented themselves before him ; •* go ; 
carry forth the tidings of this viatation, that 
men come to our succour. . X ask not ven- 
geance on the deluded and heathenish imitators 
of the worshippers of Moloch. They have 
ignorantly done this evil. Let no man arm in 
behalf of the wrvHigs of one sinful and erring. 
Rather let them look into the secret abomina- 
tions of their own hearts, in order that they 
crush the living worm, which, by gnawing on 
the seeds of a healthful hope, may yet destroy 
the fruits of the promise in their own souls. I 
would that there be profit in this example of 
divine displeasure. Go; make the circuit of 
the settlements for some fifty miles, and Ind 
such of the neighbours as may be spared come 
to our aid. They shall be welcome, and may 
it be long ere any of them send invitation to 
me or mine to enter their clearings on the 
like melancholy duty. Depart; and bear in 
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mind^ that you are messengers of peace; that 
your errand toucheth not the feelings of Ten- 
geance; but that it is succour, in all fitting 
reason, and no arming of the hand to chase the. 
savage to his retreats, that I a^k of the bre-* 
thren.'' 

With this final admonition, the young men 
took their leaves. Still it was evident, by their 
frowning brows and compressed lips, that some 
part of its forgiving principle might be forgot- 
ten, should chance, in their journey, bring them 
on the trail of any wandering inhabitant of 
the forest. In a few minutes they were seen 
passing, with swift steps, from the fields into 
the depths of the forest^ along that path which 
led to the towns that lay lower on the Con- 
necticut. 

Another task still remained to be performed. 
In making the temporary arrangements for the 
shelter of the family, attention had been first 
paid to the block-house. The walls of the 
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basement of this building were still standing, 
and it was found easy, by means of half-burnt 
umbers, with an occasional board that had 
escaped the conflagration, to cover it, in a 
manner that offered a temporary protection 
against the weather. This simple and hasty 
construction, with an extremely inartificial office 
ejected around the stack of a chimney, embraced 
nearly all that could be done, untilltime and 
assistance should enable them to commence 
other dwellings. In clearing the ruins of the 
little tower of its rubbish, the remains of those 
who had perished in the fray were piously 
collected. The body of the youth who had 
died in the earlier hours of the attack, was 
found, but half consumed, in the court; and 
the bones of two more who fell within the block 
were collected from among the ruins. It had 
now become a melancholy duty to consign them 
all to the earth, with decent solemnity. 

The time selected for this sad office was just 
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^ the western horizon heg^ to glow, with that 
which one of our own poets has so beautifiiUj 
termed, <' the pomp that bnaja^s and shuts the 
day." The sim was in the tree-tops, and a 
softer or sweeter light could not have . been 
chosen for sudi a cerenway. Most of the fields 
atiU laj in the soft br^htness of the hour, 
.Plough the forest was rapidly getting the more 
pbscure look of aigbt. A broad and glooviy 
margin was spreading from Ae boundary of 
the woods, and^ here and there, a scwUtary tree 
cast its shadow on the meadows widiout its 
limits, throwing a dark ragged lin^ m bold 
relief, on the glow o£ the sun's rays. 0ne-4t 
was the dusky image of a high and waviag pine, 
that reared its dark green pyramid of neven- 
jEading foliage nearly a hundred leet above the 
bumbler growth of beecbes^^st its shade to 
the side ot the eminence of the Ifaek. Here 
the pointed extiremity of the shadow was seen 
stealing dowly towards the open grave, an 
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146 THE B0BDERSR8. 

embkin of that oblivion in which its humble 
tenants were so shortly to be wrapped. 

At this spot Maiic Heathcote and his remain- 
ing companions had assembled. An oaken 
chair, saved from the flames, was the seat of the 
father, and two parallel benches, formed of 
planks, placed on stones, held the other mem- 
bers of the family. The grave lay between. 
The patriarch had taken his station at one of 
its ends, while the stranger, so often named in 
these pages, stood, with folded arms and a 
thoughtful brow, at the other. The bridle of 
a horse, caparisoned in that imperfect manner 
which the straitened means of the borderers now 
rendered necessary, was hanging from one d[ 
the half-burnt palisadoes, in the back ground. 

'^ A just but a merciful hand hath been laid 
heavily on my household,^ commenced the old 
Puritan, with the calmness of one who had long 
been accustomed to chasten his regrets by humi- 
lity. " He tbftt hath given freely, hath taken 
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away; and One, that hath long smiled upon mjr 
weakness, hath now valed his face in anger. I 
have known him in his power to bless ; it was 
meet that I should see him in his displeasure. 
A heart that was waxing confident would have 
hardened in its pride. At that which hath 
befallen let no man murmur. Let none imitate 
the speech of her who spoke foolishly. ^ What f 
shall we receive good at the hand of God ; and 
shall we not receive evil ?^ I would that the 
feeble minded of the world, they that jeopard 
the soul on vanities, they that look with scorn 
on the neediness of the flesh, might behold the 
riches of one steadfast. I would that they 
might know the consolation of the righteous! 
Let the voice of thanksgiving be heard in the 
wilderness. Open thy mouths in praise, that 
the gratitude of a penitent be not hid.!^^ 
^ As the deep tones of the speaker ceased, his 
stem eye fell upon the features of the nearest 
youth, and it seemed to demand an audible 

H 2 
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respcmae 'to his own lofty expression of resigiN^ 
tion. But the sacrifice exceeded the power cf 
the individual to wfaoon had been made this 
silent, but intcUipUe^ appeal* After regarding 
the relics that-lay at his feet^ casting a wand^- 
ing glance at the desolal^on wMch had swept 
orer a plaee his own hand had helped to deoo- 
V&te, and receiving a renewed consciousness of 
Kis own bodily snffering in the shooting pain of 
his wounds, the young borderer averted his 
look, and seemed to recoil from so officious a 
display of submission. Observing his inabSity 
to reply, Mark continued :— 

^ Hath no one a voice to praise the Lord ? 
^he bands of the heathen have fallen upon my 
lierds ; the br^hd hath been kindled within my 
dwellings ; my people have di^ by the Vic^enee 
of the unenlightened, and none are here to say 
that the Lord is just ! I would that the shouts 
of thanksgiving should arise in my fields ! I 
would that the song of prake should grow 



]fmd0 than the whoop pf the savage, pid that 

a3i the land might «peak joyfulnesiif 1'^ 

■ A long, tloep, ai)d expecting, pau^e succeeded. 

Then Content rejoined, in his quiet tones, i^peak* 

ing fipinly, but with th^ mpdest utterance he 

raffe}y failed to use :— 
'^ The hand that faath held the balance is 

jif&t,^' he saidi *^ and we have been foi^nd want- 
ipgr He that made the wilderness blossom 
hath (Caused the Ignorant and the barbarous to 
be the instruments of his wilL He hath arrested 
the season of our prosperity, that we may know 
he is the Lord. He hath spoken in the whirl- 
wind, but his mercy granteth t^at our ears shall 
know his voice.^ 

As his son ceased, a gleam of satisfaction shot 
across the countenance of the Puritan. His eye 
next turned inquiringly towards Ruth, who sate 
among her maidens, the image of womanly 
sorrow. Common interest seemed to stiU the 
breathing of the little assembly ; ^d sympaAy 
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was quite as active as curiosity, when each one 
present suffered a glance to steal towards her be- 
nignant but pallid face. The eye of the mother 
was gazing earnestly, but without a tear, on the 
melancholy spectacle before her. It unconsciously 
sought, among the dried and shrivelled remnants 
of mortality that lay at her feet, some relic of 
the cherub she had lost. A shudder and 
struggle followed ; after which her gentle voice 
breathed, so low that those nearest her person 
could scarce distinguish the words — 

<' The I^rd gave, and the Lord hath taken 

» r • 

away ; blessed be his holy name !" 

<* Now know I that he who hath smote me is 
merciful, for he chasteneth them he loveth,^ said 
Mark Heathcote, rising with dignity to address 
his household. *^ Our life is a life of pride. 
The young are wont to wax insolent, while he 
of many years saith to his own heart, ' it is good 
to be here.' *" There is a fearful mystery in One 
who sitteth on high. The heavens are his throne. 
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and be hath created the earth for his footstool. 
Let not the vanity of the weak of mind presume 
to understand it» for ^ who that hath the breath 
of life lived before the hills ! The bonds of the 
evil one, of Satan, and of the sons of Belial, have 
been loosened, that the faith of the elect may be 
purified — ^that the names of thpse written since 
the foundations of the earth were kdd^ may be 
read in letters of pure gold. The time of 
naan is but a moment in the reckoning of Him 
whose life is eternity, — earth, the habitation of a 
season. The bones of the bold, of the youthful, 
and of the strong of yesterday, lie at our feet. 
None know what an hour may bring forth. In 
a single night, my cJiildren, hath this been done. 
They whose voices were heard in my halls are 
now speechless ; and they who so lately rejoiced 
are sorrowing. Yet hath this seeming evil been 
ordered that good may come thereof. We are 
dwellers in a wild and distant land,^ he continued, 
insensibly permitting his thoughts to incline to- 



w»4« tbe ttionB tnoartif al dttaifis of tbeir tflS^ 
tarn ; ^ owt etociSAy iuMme u jrfSar off. Hither faAv« 
W6 bet n led by the flanmrg pillar of tmdi, and 
yet the MftHce of the pcvtecutMrft hadi not for* 
gocten to folkyir. Oae, bottsdess^ and sougbt 
Mke tbe bunted deer^ is ^tigaia driven to flee. 
We have die cAnopy of the sturs for a roof 4 
none ttay tarry longer to worsUp secretly ^thin 
onr i^fiiBs. But the path of the ftiitbful, thoc^ 
Ml of tboni9> kadeA to quiet ; and the Anal 
nest of the just man can never know alarm. He 
that hatli borne hunger «nd thirst, and the pains 
of the flesh) Tor the sake of truth, knoweth how 
to be satisfied ; nor wiR the hours of bodily suf* 
fbringlje accounted weary, to him whose goal is 
il!he peace of the righteous.* The strong Iine»- 
ments of 1))e ttfanget grew even ni€H^ than 
usually austere; and as the Puritan continued, the 
hand, which rested on the handle of a pistol, gi^isp- 
ed the weapon, until the fingers seemed imbedded 
in the wood. He bowed, however^ M if to aeknow* 
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ledge the personal allusion, and remained ailetifc 
^* If any moiim the early death of those wlio 
have rendered up their being, struggling, a& it 
may be permitted, in behalf of IHeand dwelling," 
eohtinued Mark Heathcdte^ r^arding a female 
near him, ^ let her femember, that from the be* 
ginning of the world were liis di^s numbered^ 
and that not a sparrow falleth wdthout anapsrertng 
die ^ds of wisdom. Rather let the fulfilment 
of things remind us of the vamty ci M^ that we 
may leam how easy it is to become immortaL 
If the youth hath been cut down, seemingly like 
unripened grass, he hath fallen by the sickle of 
One who knoweth best when to begin the ok 
gathering of the harv^t to his eternal garners; 
Though a spirit, bound unto his, as one feeble is 
wont to lean on the strength of man, mourn over 
his fall, let her sorrow be mingled with rejoicing.'^ 
A convulsive sob broke out of the bosom of the 
hand-maiden who was known to have been af- 
fi«iced to one of the dead, and taf a moment th6 

H 3 
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addriess of Mark was ioterrupted. But when 
silence again ensued, he continued ; the subject 
leading him, by a transition that was natural, to 
idlude to his own sorrows. ^' Death bath been 
no stranger in my habitation," he said ; ^' his 
shaft fell heaviest when it struck her who, like 
those that have here fallen, was in the pride of 
her youth, and when her soul was glad with the 
first joy of the birth of a man-child. Thou who 
\ sittest oi^bigh V* he added, turning a glazed'and 

tearless eye to heaven, ** thou knowest how heavy 
was that blow; and thou hast written down the 
strivings of an oppressed soul. The burthen 
was not found too heavy for endurance. The 
sacrifice hath not sufficed ; the world was again 
getting uppermost in my heart Thou didst be- 
stow an image of that innocence and loveliness 
that d'welleth in the skies; and this hast thou 
taken away, that we might know thy power. To 
this judgment we bow : if thou hast called our 
child to the mansions of blias^ she is whoUv 



THE BOJiBDIBEKS. 155 

thine, and we presume not to con^>lain; but 
if thou hast still left her to wander further 
in the pilgrimage of life, we confide in thy good- 
ness. She is of a long suffering race, and thou 
wilt not desert her to the blindness of the hea- 
then. She is thine, she is wholly thine, King 
of Heaven ! and yet hast thou permitted our 
hearts to yearn towards her, with the fondness 
of earthly love. We await some further mani- 
festation of thy will, that we may know whether 
die fountains of our affection shall be dried, in 
the certainty of her blessedness — ^ (scalding 
tears were rolling down the cheeks of the pallid 
and immovable mother) '* or whether hope, 
nay, whether duty to thee calleth for the 
interference of those bound to her in the tender- 
ness of the flesh. When the blow was heaviest 
on the bruised spirit of a lone and solitary 
wanderer, in a strange and savage land, he held 
not back the offspring it was thy will to grant 
him in the place of her called to thyself; and 



now tiiiit icMA hath beoMie ,a itiaB, be %so 
layethy like Abraham of ddy Ose infaDl <^ hb 
)o^, a wi£i^ offering at thjr feet. Do witb 
k as to Ay mf^er fiuliiig wkMiom seenetb best—"* 
The WGfrdB iv^^^ interpiipted by a beary geosm 
Itmi burst from the chest of Content. A ^leep 
ailesitie ensued, b»t when the assetslAy vestvired 
to throw looks of sympathy and awe at tbe 
bereaved fafdier, they «aw that be had -arisen^ 
and stood ga^g steadfly at tbe speaker, as if 
be wondered, equaHy wftb %be others, whenoe 
«Bch a sound of soflbring coitld . have come* 
The Paritan renewed the subject, but bis 
Toice faltered, and for an instant, as be pnK 
ceeded, his hearers were oppressed witb tbe 
spectacle of au t^ed and dignified man shaken 
-with grief. Conscious of Ms weakness, the idd 
man ceased speaking in exhortation, and addres- 
sed himself to prayer. While dins engaged, faili 
tones became clear, firm, and distinct, and the 
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{letition was vended in the jnidst; of a deep^nd 
koiy ctdm. 

^th the performanoe of this preliminafy 
frifice, the simple eevemony was broi^ht to 
its dose. The remidns were lowered, in solemn 
wlence, into the gtay^e, and the earth was 
«x)n replaced by the young men. Mark Heatb: 
cote then invoked aloud the Uessing of God 
on his household, and bowing in person, as he 
had before done in spirit^ to the will of Heavenv 
he moti<Mied to the family to withdraw. 

The interview that succeeded was o^er the 
resting place of the dead. The hand of the 
stranger was firmly clenched in that of the 
'Faritan, and\the stem sdf-connnand of both 
a|^>eared to give way before the regrets of :a 
friendship that had endured through so many 
trying scoies. 

<< Thou kaowest that I may not tarry,*' said 
^e former, as if he replied to some expressed 
wish of his companion. ^^ They would make 
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bie a sacrifice to' the Moloch of their vanitieffy 
and yet would I fain abide, until the weight 
of this heavy blow may be forgotten. I found 
thee in peace, and I quit thee in the depths 
of suffering !^ 

<^ Thou distrustest me, or thou dost in- 
justice to thine own belief,^' interrupted the 
Puritan, with a smile that shone on his h^^- 
gard and austere visage, as the rays of the 
setting sun light a wintry cloud. *' Seemed 
I happier when this hand placed that of a 
loved bride into mine own, than thou now 
seest me in this wilderness, houseless, stripped 
of my wealth, and, God forgive the ingrati- 
tude! biit I had almost said, childless? No, 
indeed, thou mayest not tarry, for the blood- 
hounds of tyranny will be on their scent; here 
is shelter no longer/' 

The eyes of both turned, by a common and 
melancholy feeling, towards the ruin of the 
block. The stranger then pressed the hand 
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of his friend in both his own^ and said, in a 
struggling voice — 

*^ Mark Heathoote, adieu; he that had a 
roof for the persecuted wanderer shall not 
long be houseless ; neither shall the resigned 
for ever know sorrow." 

His words sounded in the ears of his com-* 
panion like the revelation of a prophecy. They 
again pressed their hands together, and, regard- 
ing each other with looks, in which kindness 
could not be altogether smothered by the re- 
pulsive character of an acquired ur, they parted. 
The Puritan slowly took his way to the 
dreary shelter which covered his family, while 
the stranger was shortly after seen urging the 
beast Tie had mounted, across the pastures of 
the valley, towards one of the most retired 
paths of the wilderness. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



^' Together towards the village then we walked, 
And of old friends and places much we talked ; 
And who had died, who left them would he telly 
And who still in their Other's mansion dwell." 

Daxa. 



We leave the imfigmation of the reader to 
supply an interval of several years. Before the 
thread of the narrative shall be' resumed^ it 
will be necessary to take another hasty view of 
the condition of the country in which the scene 
of our legend had place. 



www 
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The exertioiis of the provineiala were no 
longer Ihnited to the first efforts «f a eoboial 
existenee. The «stablu3imeDts of New England 
had passed the ordeal of experiment, and were 
become permanent. Mastaehnsetta was already 
populous; and Connecticnt^ the colony with 
which we have more immediate connection) 
was suffidently peopled to manifest a portion 
of that enterprise which has nnce made her 
active little community so remarkable. The 
effects (^ these increased exertions were be» 
coming extensively viable, and we shall endea- 
vour to set one of these changes, as distinctly 
as our feeble powers will allow, belbre the 
eyes of those who read these pages. 

Wben compared with the progress of society 
In -the 'Cither hemisphere, the condition of what 
is^led in America a new settlement becomes 
anomalous. There the arts of life have been 
the ffuits of an intelligence that has progress 
sively accumulated with the advancement of 
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civilization; while here, improvement is, in a 
great degree, the consequence of experience 
elsewhere acquired. Necessity, prompted by 
an understanding c^ its wants, incited by a com- 
mendable spirit of « emulation, and encouraged 
by liberty, early gave birth to those improve- 
ments, which have converted a wilderness into 
the abodes of abundance and security, with a 
rapidity that wears the appearance of magic. 
Industry has wrought with the confidence of 
knowledge, and the result has been peculiar. 

It is scarcely necessary to say thatt in a 
country where the laws favour all commendable 
enterprise, where unnecessaiy artificial restric 
tions are unknown, and where the hand of man 
has not yet exhausted its efforts, the adventurer 
is allowed the greatest freedom of choice, in 
selecting the field of his enterprise. The agri- 
culturist passes the heath and the barren, to seat 
himself on the river bottom ; the trader looks 
for the sight of demand add supply, and the 
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ardzan quits ' his native Tillage to seek employ- 
ment in situations where labour will meet its 
fullest reward. It is a consequence of this ex- 
traordinary freedom of election/ that, while the 
great picture of American society has been 
sketched with so much boldness, a large portion 
of the fUiling up still remains to be done. The 
emigrant has consulted his immediate interests, 
and while no very extensive and profitable 
territory, throughout the whde of our immense 
possessions, has been wholly neglected, neither 
has any particnlar ds^xictyet attained the £nish 
of improvement. The city is, even now, seen 
in the. wilderness, and the wilderness often con* 
tinues near the dty, while the latter is sending 
forth its swarms to distant scenes of industry. 
After thirty years of fostering care on the part 
of the government, the capital itself presents 
its disjointed and sickly villages, in the centre 
of the deserted ^ old-fields^ of Maryland, while 
numberless youthful rivals ate flourishiog, on 
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the wfttors of the west, in s^nts whete the bear 
has ranged «nd die wdf howled, long since the 
former has been termed a city. 

I 

Thus it is that higli dviHzation, a state of 
infant existence, and positive barbarity, are eften 
brought so near each other, within Che bbrdera 
of tibis republic. The traveller who has passed 
the iright in an sim that would not disgrace the 
eldest country in Eimape, may be coaopelled 
to (Use in the sfaaatee^ of a hunter ; the smooth 
and gravelled road sometimes ends in an kn^ 
passable swamp ; the spires of the town me 
dSten hid by the branches cf a tangled forest, 
and the canal leads to a semniagly barren and 
tinprofitable mountain. He Aat does not re- 



* Shantyi or Shantee, Is a word much used in the newer 
settlements. It strictly means a rude cabin of bark and bruah> 
such as are often ereeted in the A>rest ftr temporaxy purposes. 
But the borderers often quaintly .apply it to their own habita* 
tions. The only derivation which the writer has heard fbr thia 
American word, is One thAt sUppoM It to be a ooKruption of 
Chient^, a term said to be used among the Canadians to ezpresa 
a dog4cennfiL 
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tartk to €ee what another year may biiag fbrth^ 
commonly bears away £rom thase scenes recol- 
l^ctions that conduce to ^rrot. To see America 
with the eyes of truth, it is necessary to look 
often ; and in order to understand the actual 
ixMidition of these states^ it should be remem^ 
bered^ that it is equally unjust to beUeve that all 
ihe inteiDiediate points 'partake of the improves- 
ments of particular places, as to infer the want 
<^ civilization at more remote establishments^ 
from a few unfavourable facts gleaned near the 
centre. By an accidental concurrence of moral 
fltnd physical causes, much of that equality 
which distinguishes the institutions of the coui>* 
try is extended to the progpess of society ov^r 
its whole surface^ 

Although the impetus of improvement was 
loot aa great in the time of Mark Heathcote as 
in our own days^ the principle cf its power was 
aetively in existence. Of this fhot^^^e shall 
furnish a sufiicient evidence,, by pmrsuiug our 
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inteDtion of describing one of those changes to 
which allusion has already been made. 

The reader will remember, that the age of 
which we write had advanced into the last quar- 
ter bf the seventeenth century. The predse 
moment at which the action of the tale must 
re-commence, was that period of the day when 
the grey of twilight was redeeming objects 
from the deep darkness with which the night 
draws to its close. The month was June, and 
the scene such as it may be necessary to describe 
with some particularity. 

Had there been light, and had one been fa- 
vourably placed to enjoy a birdVeye view of 

. 

the spot, he would have seen a broad and un- 
dulating field of leafy forest, in which the 
various deciduous trees of New England were 
relieved by the deeper verdure of occasional 
masses of evergreens. In the centre of this 
swellings and nearly interminable outline, of 
woods, was a valley, that spread between three 
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losn^ mountains. Over the bottom-land, for the 
distance of several miles, all the signs of a set- 
tlement in a state of rapid and prosperous im- 
provement were visible. The devious course 
of a deep and swift brook, that in the other 
hemisphere would have been termed a river, 
was to be traced through the meadows, by its 
borders of willow and sumach. At a point near 
the centre of the valley, the waters had been 
arrested by a small dam ; and a mill, whose 
wheel at that early hour was without motion, 
stood on the artificial mound. Near it was the 
site of a New England hamlet. 

The number of dwellings in the village might 
have been forty. They were, as usual, con- 
structed of a firm framework, neatly covered 
with slidings of boards. There was a surprising 
air of equality in the general aspect of the 
bouses ; and, if there were question of any 
country but our own, it might be added there 
was an unusual appearance of comfort and 
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abundance in even the humfalest of them alL 
They trere mostly oi two low stories, the supe* 
nor overhaagiiig the inferior by a foot or twio ; 
a mode of constractioii liiueh ia xae ia the 
earlier days of the Eastern Coiomes. As paiol 
was but fittle used at that tim^ none of tha 
buildings exhibited a colour different from diat 
tbe wood would naturally assume after the ex* 
posure of a few years to the weather. Each 
had its sin^e chimney in llie oentse of the roo^ 
and but two or three showed mart than a scJi^ 
taiy wvndow on each side of the principal or 
outer door. In front of every dwelili^ was a 
small, neat court, in greensward, separated from 
the public road by a light fence of deaL Double 
rows of young and vigorous elms lined each cade 
of the wide «treet, while an enorraouS' sycamore 
still kept possession of the spot, in its centre, 
which it had occupied when the whke man 
entered the forest. Beneath the shade of this 
tree, the inhabitants often collected to gather 
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tidings of ea^sh otber^s "vrelfare, or to listen to 
some matter of interest that rumour had borne 
from the towns nearer the sea* A narrow and 
little-used wheel-track ran, with a graceful and 
sinuous route, through the e^itre of the wide 
and grassy street. Reduced in^. appearance to 
little more than a bridle-path, it was to be 
traced without the hamlet, between high fences 
of wood for a mile or two, to the points where 
it entered the forest. Here and there roses 
were pressing through the openings of the fences 
before the doors of the different habitations, and 
bushes of fragrant lilacs stood in the angles of 
most of the courts. 

Th^ dwellings were detached. Each occu- 
ined its own insulated plot of ground, with a 
garden in its rear. The out-buildings were 
thrown to that distance which. the cheapness of 
land and security from fire rendered both easy 
and expedient. 

The church stood in the centre of the high- 
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way, and near one end of the hamlet. In the 
exterior and ornaments of the important temple, 
the taste of the times had been fastidiously con- 
sulted, its form and i^impUcity furnishing no 
slight resemblance to the self-denying doctrines 
and quaint humours of the religionists who wor- 
shipped beneath its roof. The building, like all 
the rest, was of wood, and externally of two 
stories. It possessed a tower, without a spire ; 
the former alone serving to betray its sacred 
character. In the construction of this edifice 
especial care had been taken to eschew all devia- 
tions from direct lines and right angles. Those 
narrow arched passages for the admission of 
light that are elsewhere so 'common, were then 
thought, by the stem moralists of New England, 
to have some mysterious connexion with her of 
the scarlet mantle. The priest would as soon 
have thought of appearing before his flock in 
the vanities of stole and cassock, as the congre- 
gation of admitting the repudiated ornaments 
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into the outline of their severe architecture. 
Had the Genii of the Lamp suddenly exchanged 
the windows of the sacred edifice with those of 
the inn that sjtood nearly opposite, the closest 
critic of the settlement could never have de- 
tected the liberty, smce in the form, dimensions, 
and style of the two, there was no visible dif- 
ference. 

A little indosure, at no great distance from 
•the church, and on one side of the street, had 
been set apart for the final resting place of those 
who had finished their race on earth. It con- 
tained but a solitary grave. 

The inn was to be distinguished from the 
surrounding buildings by its superior size, an 
open horse-shed, and a sort of protruding air, 
with which it thrust itself on the line of the 
street, as if to invite the traveller to enter. A 
sign swung on a. gallows-looking post, that, in 
consequence of frosty nights and warm days, 
had already deviated from the perpendicular. 

i2 
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It bore a ccmoeit that> at the first glance, might 
have gladdened the heart of a naturati^t with 
the belief that he had made the diacovery of 
some unknown bird. The artist^ however, had 
suffidently provided against the consequences, of 
so embarrassing a blunder, by considera^dy 
writing beneath the ofi^spring of his pencil, 
'' This is the sign of the Whip-Poor- Will;** 
a name that the most unlettered traveller in 
those regions would be likely to know was vul> 
garly given to the Wish-Ton-Wish, ot the 
American night-hawk. 

But few relics of the forest remained imme- 
diately aiound the hamlet. The trees had long 
been felled, and sufficient time had elapsed to 
remove most of the vestiges of their former ex* 
istence. But as the eye receded from the dusker 
of buildings the signs of .more recent inroads 
on the wildemesg became apparent, Imtil the 
view terminated with openings, in which piled 



THE BOBDSREES. 173 

logs and mazes of felled trees airaounced the 
recent use of the axe. 

At that early daj, the American husband- 
man, like the agricultunsts of most of Europe, 
dwelt in his village. The dread of violence 
from the savages had ^ven rise to a custom 
similar to that which, centuries before, had been 
produced in the other hemisphere by the inroads 
of more pretending barbarians, and which, with 
few and distant exceptions, has deprived rural 
scenefry of a charm that, k would seem, time 
and a better condition of society are slow to 
repair. Some remains of this ancient practice 
are still to be traced in the portion of the Union 
of which we write, where, even at this day, the 
farmer often qpks the village to seek his scat«- 
tered fields in its neighbourhood. Still, as man 
has never been the subject of a system here, and 
as each individual has always had the liberty of 
consulting his own temper, bolder spirits early 
began to break through a practice, by which 
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quite as much was lost in convenience as was 
gained in security. Even in the scene we have 
been describing, ten or twelve humble habita- 
tions were distributed among the recent clear- 
ings on the sides of the mountains, - and in 
situations too remote to promise much security 
against 'any sudden inroad of the common 
enemy. ' 

. For general protection in cases of the last 
extremity, however, a stockaded dwelling, not 

unlike that which we have had occasion to de^ 

scribe in our earlier pages, stood in a convenient 

spot near the hamlet. Its defences were stronger 

and more elaborate than usual, the pidcets being 

furnished with flanking block-houses ; and^ in 

other respects, the building bore the aspect of a 

work equal to any resistance that might be 

required in the warfare of those regions. The 

ordinary habitation of the priest was within its 

gates, and hither most of the sick were timely 
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conveyed^ in order to anticipate the necessity 
of removals at more inconvenient moments. 

It is scarcely necessary to tell the American, 
that heavy wooden fences subdivided the whole 
of this little landscape, in enclosures of some 
eight or ten acres in extent; that^ here and 
4here, cattle and flocks were grazing without 
herdsmen or shepherds, and> that^ while the 
fields nearest to the dwellings were beginning to 
assume the appearance of a careful and improved 
•husbandry, those more remote became gradually 
wilder and less cultivated, until the half reclaim- 
ed openings, with their blackened stubs and 
-barked trees, were blended with the gloom of 
the living forest These are, more or less, the 
accompaniments of every rutal scene, in districts 
of the country where time has not yet effected 
more than the first two stages of improvement. - 
.< At the distance of a short half mile from the 
fortified house, or garrison, as,- by a singular 
:£brruption of terms, <the stockaded building was 
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called, stood a dwelling of pretensions altogether 
superior to any in the hamlet. The buildings 
in question, though simple, were extensiye, and 
though scarcely other than such as might belong 
to ai^ agriculturist iii easy circumstances, still 
they were remarkable,, in that settlement, by 
the comfoits which timfe Aote could accumu- 
late, and some of which denoted an advtooed 
condition for a frontier family. In short, there 
was an airabdut the establishment, as in the 
disposition of its out-buildings, in the superior 
workmanship, in the materials, and in numb^- 
less other well known circumstances, which went 
to show that the whole of the edifices were re- 
constructions. The fields near this habitation 
eiChibited smoother surfaces than those in the 
distance ; the fences wer^ lighter and less rude ; 
the stumps had absolutely disappeared, and the 
gardens and homestead were well planted with 
flourishing fruit-trees. A conical eininence 
arose, at a short distance, in the rear of the 
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principal dwelfing4 It was ooyered with that 
beautiful and peculiar ornament of an Ameri* 
can fkrm^ a regular thrifty and luxuriant apple 
orchard. Still age had not given its full beauty 
to the plantation, which might have had a growth 
of some eight or ten y^ars. A blackened tower 
of stone, which sustained the charred ruins of a 
superstructure of wood, though of no great 
height in itself, rose above the tallest of the 
trees, and stood a sufficient memorial of some 
scene of violence in the brief history of the 
valley. There was also a small block-house 
near the habitation, but, by the air of neglect 
that reigned around, it was quite apparent the 
lit^e work had been of a hurried construction, 
and of but temporary use. A few young plan- 
tations of fruit trees were also to be seen, in dif- 
ferent parts of the valley, which was be^nning 
to exhibit many other evidences of an improved 
agriculture. 
So far as all these ardJScial changes went, they 

I 3 
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were of an English character ; but it was Eng- 
land devoid dike of its hixury and its poverty, 
and with a superfluity of space that gave to the 
meanest habitation^ in the view, an air of abun- 
dance and comfort^ that is so often wanting, 
about the dwellings of the comparatively rich, 
in countries where man is found bearing a far 
greater numerical proportion to the soil than 
-was then, or is eVen now, the case in the regions 
of which we write. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



^^ Come hither, neighbour Sea-coal — God hath blessed you 
with a good name : to be a well favoured man is the gift of 
Fortune ; but to write and read comes by Nature.** 

Much Ado about Nothing, 



It has already been said, that the hour at 
which the action of the tale must recommencje 
was early morning. The usual <x>oIness of nighty 
"in a country extensively ccwered with wood, had 
passed^ and the warmth of a summer morning, 
in that low latitude^ was' causing the streaks of 
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light vapour, that floated about the meadows^ 
to rise above the trees. The feathery patches 
united to form a cloud that sailed away towards 
the suDunit of a distant mountain, which appear- 
ed to be a common rendezvous for all the mists 
that had been generated by the past hours of 
darkness. 

Though the burnished sky announced his 
near approach, the sun was not yet visible. 
Notwithstanding the earliness of the hour, a 
man was already mounting a little ascent in the 
road, at no great distance from the southern 
entrance of the hamlet, and at a point where he 
could command a view of all the objects describ- 
ed in the preceding chapter. A musket thrown 
across his left shoulder, with the horn and 
pouch at his sides, together with the little wallet 
at his hkckf proclaimed him one who had either 
been engaged in a hunt, or in some short expe- 
dition of even a less peaceable character. His 
dress was of the usual material and fashion of a 



i 
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Qountryman of the age and colcmy, though a 
short broadsword, that was thrust through a 
wampum bdt which girded bis body, might 
have attracted observation. In all other re- 

> 

spectSy he had the air of ^ an inhabitant of the 
hamlet, who bad found occasion to quit his abode 
on some affair of pleasure^ or of dutyr^hat 
had made no very serious demand on his 
time. 

Whether native or stranger, few ever passed 
the hillock named without pausing to gaze at 
the quiet loveliness of the cluster of houses that 
lay in full view from its summit. The indivi-r 
dual mentioned loitered as usual, but, instead of 
fdlowing the line of the path^ his eye rather 
sought some cbject in the direction of the fields. 
Moving leisurely to the nearest fence, he threw 
down the upper rails of a pair of bars, and beck- 
oned to a horseman, who was picking his way 
across a broken \At of pasture land, to enter the 
highway by the passage he had opened. 
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** Put the spur Bmartly into the pacer's flank," 
said he who had done this act of civility, ob- 
serving that the other hesitated to urge his beast 
'across the irregular atid somewhat scatt^ed pile ; 
^ my word for it^ the j^de goes over them all, 
without touching with more than three of her 
ibur feet. ' Fiej Doctor, there is never a cow in 
iihe Wish-Ton- Wish but it- would take the 
leap to be in the first at the milking.'^ ^ 

" Softly, Ensign," returned the timid eques- 
trian, laying the emphasis on the final syllable 
tof his companion's title, and pronouncing the 
•first as if it were spelt with the third instead of 
the second vowel ; *^ thy courage is meet for 
one set apart for deeds of valour, but it would 
be a sorrowful day when the ailing of the valley 
should knock at my door, and a broken limb be 
•made the apology for want of succour. Thy 
efibrts will hot avail thee, man ; for the mare 
-hath had schooling, as well as her master. I 
have trained the beast to methodical habits^ and 
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she hath come to have a rooted dislike to all 
irregularities of moyement. So cease tugging 
at the rein, as if thou wouldst compel her to 
pass the pile in spite' of her teeth^ and throw 
down the upper bar-altogether.'^ 

^^ A doctor in these rugged parts should be 
mounted on one of those ambling birds of which 
we read," said the other, removing the obstacle 
to the secure passage of his friend ;^^ for 
truly a journey at night, in the paths of these 
clearings, is not always as safe moving a& that 
which is said to be enjoyed by the settlers 



neiEU'er sea-'' 



' ^^ And where hast found mention of a bird 
of a size and velocity fit* to be the bearer of the 
weight of a man?" demanded he who was 
mounted, with a vivacity that betrayed some 
jealousy on the subject of a monopoly of learn- 
ing. ** I=had thought there was never a book 
in the valley, out of mine own closet, that 
dealeth in these abstrusities f 
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^^ Dofit tkink the scriptitfes are strangers to 
us ? There ; thou art now in the public path, 
and thy journey is without danger. It is mat- 
ter of marvel to many in this settlement, how 
thou movest about at midnigfati amongst up- 
turned roots of trees, holes, logs, and stumps, 
without falling—" 

^^ I have told thee. Ensign, it is by virtue of 
much training given to the beast. Certain am 
I, that neither whip nor spur would compel 
the animal to pass the bounds of discretion. 
Often have I travelled this bridle-path, without 
fear, as in truth without danger, when sight 
was a sense of as little use as that of smelling." 

'^ I was about to say, falling into thine own 
hands, which would be a tumble of little less 
jeopardy than even that of the wicked spirits." 

The medical man affected to laugh at his 
companion's joke ; but, remembering the dignity 
suited to one of his calling, he immediately 
resumed the discourse with gravity-- « 
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^^ These may be matters of levity with those 
who know little of the hardships that are en<- 
dured in the practice of the settlements. Here 
have I been ea yonder mountain, guided by the 
instinct of my horse — '^ 

'^ Ha ! hath there been a call at the dwelHng 
of my brother Ring V^ demanded the pede»- 
triaii, observing, by the direction of the other's 
eye, the road he had been travelling. 

^^ Truly there hath ; and at the unseasonable 
bour that' is wont, in a very unreasonable pro- 
portion of the cases of my practice/' 

^' And Reuben numbereth another boy to 
the four that he could count yesterday ?"** 

The medical man held up three of his fingers 
in a significant manner, as he nodded assent. 

^' This putteth Faith somftfaing iii arrears," 
returned he who has been called Ensign, and 
who was no other than the reader^s old acquaint- 
ance, Eben Dudley, preferred to that station in 
the train-band of the valley. ** The heart of 
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my brother Reuben will be gladdened by these 
tidings, when he shall return from the scout.*^ 

^' There will be occasion for thankfulness^ 
Since he will find seven beneath a roof where he 
left but four !'' 

" I will close the bargain with the young 
ea|)tain for the mountain lot this very day l^ 
muttered Dudley, like one suddenly convinced 
of the prudence of a long debated measure. 
" Seven pounds of the colony money is no 
usurer's price, after all, for a hundred acres of 
heavily timbered land ; and they in full view 
of a settlement where boys come three at a 
time !" - ^ 

The equestrian stopped his horse, and. re- 
garding his companion intently and with a sig- 
nificant air, he answered-— 

^> Thou hast now fallen on tlie clue of an im- 
portant mystery, Ensign Dudley. This con- 
tinent was created with a design. The fact is 
apparent by. its riches, its cUmate, its ma^ 
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xiitude, its facilities of navigatioD^ and chiefly 
in that it hath been left undiscovered, until 
the advanced condition of society hath given 
opportunity and encouragement to men of a 
certain degree of merit, to adventure in itp 
behalf. Connder, neighbour, the wonderful 
progress it hath already made in the arts, 
and in learning, in reputation and in resources^ 
and thou wilt agree with me in the conclu*- 
sion that all this hath been dcNae with a desig^/' 
*^ ^Twould be presuming to doubt it ; for 
he hath indeed a short memory to whom it 
shall be necessary to recall the time when 
this very valley was little other than a den for 
beasts of prey, and this beaten highway a 
deer-track. Dost think that Reuben will be like 
to raise the whole of the recent gift ?" 
- *< With judgment and by the blessing of 
Providence. The mind is active, Ensign 
Dudley, ' when the body is journeying among 
the forests, and much have my thoughts 
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been exercised in this matter, whilst them and 
others have been in your slumbers. Here have 
we the colonies in their first century, and yet 
thou knowest to what a pass of improyement 
they have arrived. They tell me the Hartford 
settlement is getting to be apportioned like the 
towns of mother England, — that there is reason 
to think the day may come when the provinces 
shall have a power, and a convenience of 
culture and communication, equalling that 
which belongeth to some parts of the venerable 
island itself !" 

^^ Nay, nay, Doctor Ergot/' returned the 
other, with an incredulous smile, *^ that is ex- 
ceeding the bounds of a discretionable expec- 
tation/' 

*^ Thou wilt remember that I said equalling 
to certain parts. I think we may justly ima- 
gine, that ere many centuries shall elapse, there 
may be millions counted in these regions, and 
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truly that, too^ where one seeth naught At 
present but the savage and the beaat.^ 

^^ I will go with any man, in this question, 
as far as reason will justify ; but doubdess thou 
hast read in the books uttered by writers over 
sea, the matters coneeming the condition of those 
countries, wherein it is plain that we may never 
hope to reach the exalted excellence they en- 
joy'' 

^' Neighbour Dudley, thou seemest disposed 

to push an unguarded expression to extremity. 
I said equalling certam parts, meaning always, 
too, in certam things. Now it is known in phi- 
losophy, that the stature of man hath d^ne- 
rated, and must degenerate in these regions, in 
obedience to established laws of nature ; there- 
fore it is meet that allowance should be made 
for some deficiency in less material qualities/' 

^^ It is like, then, that the better sort of the 
men over sea ure ill disposed to quit their 
country ,^^ returned the En»gn, glandng an eye 
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of some unbelief along the muscular proportions 
of his own vigorous frame.^ We have no leas 
than three from the old countries in our village, 
here, and yet I do not find them men like to 
have been sought for at the building of Babel.'" 
<^ This is settling a knotty and learned point 
by the evidence of a few shallow exceptions. I 
presume to tell you, Ensign Dudley, that the 
science, and wisdom, and philosophy of Europe 
have been exceeding active in this matter ; and 
they have proved, to their own perfect satisfac- 
tion, which is the same thing as disposing of the 
question without appeal, that man and beast, 
plant and tree, hill and dale, lake and pond, 
sun, air, fire, and watery are all wanting in some 
bf the perfectness of the older regions. I re- 
spect a patriotic sentiment, and can carry the 
disposition to applaud the bounties received 
from the hands of a beneficent Creator as far as 
any man ; but that which hath been demon- 
strated by science, or collected by learning, is 
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placed too far beyond the objections of ligbtly 
minded cavillers, to be doubted by graver 
faculties.*" 

<^ I shall not contend against things that aiie 
proven,'' returned Dudley, who was quite . as 
meek in discussion as he was powerful, and 
active in more physical contests ; " since it 
needs be that the learning of men in the old 
countries must have an exceeding excellence, in 
virtue of its great age. It would be a visit to 
remember, should some of its rare advantages 
be dispersed in these our own youthful r&* 
gionsl" 

" ^' And can it be said that our mental wants 
have been forgotten— -that the nakedness of the 
mind hath been suffered to go without its 
comely vestment, neighbour Dudley ? To me, 
it seemeth, that therein we have unwonted rea- 
son to rejoice, and that the equilibrium of na- 
ture is in a manner restored, by the healing 
exercises of art. It is unseemly in an enlight- 
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ened proyince» to insist on qualities that have 
been discreetly disproyen, but learning is a 
transferable and communicable gift, i^d it is 
meet to affirm that it is to be found here^ in 
quantities adapted to the wants of the colony.'*' 

^* m not gainsay it, for having been more of 
an adventurer in the forest, than one who hath 
travelled in quest of . sights among the settle* 
ments along the searshore, it may happen that 
many things are to be seen there, of which my 
poor abilities have formed no opinion." 

^^ And are we utterly unenlightened^ even in 
this distant valley. Ensign ?**' returned the leech, 
leaning over the neck of his horse, and address- 
ing his companion in a mild and persuasive tone, 
that he had probably acquired in his extensive 
practice among the females of the settlement 
^< Are we to be classed with the heathen in 
knowledge, or to be accounted as the unnur- 
tured men, who ate known once to have roamed 
through these forests, in quest of their game ? 
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Without assuming any infallibility of judgment^ 
or aspiring to any peculiarity of information^ it 
doth not appear to my defective understanding, 
Master Dudley, that the progress of the settle* 
ment hath ever been checked for want of neces^ 
sary foresight, nor that the growth of reason 
among us hath ever been stunted from any lack 
of mental aliment. Our councils are not barren 
of wisdom, Ensign, nor hath it often arrived 
that abstrusities have been propounded, that 
some one intellect, to say no more in our own 
favour, hath not been known to grapple with| 
successfully.^' / 

" That there are men, or perhaps I ought to 
say that there is a man, in the valley, who is 
equal to many marvels in the way of enlightened 
gifts—" 

'* I knew we should come to peaceable con-* 
elusions, Ensign Dudley," interrupted the other, 
rising erect in his saddle, with an air of appeased 

VOL. II. K 



194 THE BOBDSKEH^. 

diginty ; " for I hare eret found you a lliscreet 
and consequent reasoner, and one who is nev^ 
known to resist eonviction, when trutl^' isi pressed 
with understanding. That the men from over 
sea are not often so well gifted as aome-^rrwe 
will say, for the sake of a conyenient iUustra- 
tion, as thyself. Ensign — ^is placed beyond, the 
reach of debate, since sight teacheth us that 
numberless exceptions may be found to ail the 
more general and distinctive laws of nature. I 
think we are not likely to carry our disagree- 
ment further ?" 

^^ It is impossible to make head against one 
so ready with his knowledge," returned the 
other, well content to exist in his own person a 
striking exception to the inferiority of his fel- 
lows; ^^ though it appeareth to me that mj 
brother Ring might be chosen, as another in- 
stance of a reasonable stature ; a fact that thou 
mayst see, Doctor, by regarding him as he 
approaches through yon meadow. He hath 



been, like myself^ on the 80out». among the 
mouBtaiiis.^ 

** There «re many iDstancea of phydicaL ojerit 
among thy connexions, Master Dudley;* re- 
turned the complaisant . physipian. ^« Thoin^h 
it would seem that thy tejpther, Jiath no^ found 
his companion among them. Heri» attended 
by an ill grown, and, it raay be added, an 
ill favoured comrade that I ki}ow not.'' 

" Ha I It would seem that Reuben hath 
fallen on the trail of savages I The man in 
company is certainly in paint and blanket. It 
may be well to pause at yonder opening, and 
await thw coming," 

As this proposition imposed no particular 
inconvenience, the Doctor readily assented. The 
two drew nigh to the place where the men, 
whom they saw crossing the fields in the distan<», 
were expected to enter the highway. 

But little time was lost in attendance. 
Ere many minutes had elapsed, Reuben Ring, 
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accoutred and armed like the borderer already 
introduced in this chapter^' arrived at the op«i- 
iiigj followed by the stranger, whose appearance 
had caused so much surprise to those who 
watched their approach. 

^^ What now, Sergeant T* exclaimed Dudley, 
when the other was within ear-shot, speaking a 
little in the manner of one who had legal right 
to propound his questions ; ^^ hast fallen on n 
trail of the savage, and made a captive ; or hath 
some owl permitted one of its brood to fall from 
the nest, across thy foot-path ?'* 

*^ I believe the creature may be accounted a 
man,'** returned the successful Reuben, throwing 
the breech of his gun to the earth, and leaning 
on its long barrel while he intently regarded the 
half-painted^ vacant, and extremely equivocal 
countenance of his captive. ^^ He hath the 
colours of a Narragansett about the brow and 
eyes, and yet he faileth greatly in the form and 

V 

movements.^ 
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^' There are anomalies in tbe physicals of an 
Indian, as in those of other men/^ interrupted 
Doctor Ergot, with a meaning glance at Dudley. 
^^ The conclusion of our neighbour Ring may 
be too hasty, dnce paint is the fruit of art, and 
may be applied to any of our faces, after an 
established usage. But the evidences of nature 
are far less to be distrusted. It hath come 
within . the province of my studies, to note the 
differences in formation which occur In the 
difierent families of man, and nothing is more 
readily to be known, to an eye skilled in these 
abstrusiues, than the aboriginal of the tribe 
Narragansett. Set the man more in a position 
of examination, neighbours, and it shall shortly 
be seen to which race he belongs. Thou wilt 
note in this little facility of investigation! Ensign, 
a clear evidence of most of the matters that have 
this morning been agitated between us. Doth 
the patient speak English ?'* 

" Therein have I found some difficulty of 
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inquiry,'* returned Reuben^ 6r^ as be ^ould now 
be, and as he iras usually cairedy Sergeant Ring. 
« He hath been ^ten'to in the language- 6f 
a Chri6fifltl,**&o ks» than- in tfmt of a heathen, 
and as yet no reply hath been made, while- be 
obeys edmniands mtered in Iboth forms of 
speech.'^ 

«< It lebatt^eth tm^ said Ergot, dismdantittg 
and drawing near* to his suljj^t, with a look 
towards Dudley, that slvduld Seem to oourt his 
admiration ; '< hajij^y the elamination befiire 
me leaneth but Httle on any subtleties oi speech. 
Let the man be placed in mi attitude of ease ; 
one in whi^ nature may not be fettered by 
restraint. The conformation of the whole 
head is remaltably abbrignal, but the dis- 
titietion of tribes is not to be sought in these 
general delineatibns. The forehead, as yon see, 
neighbours, is retreating and narrow, the cheek- 
bones^ as usual, hig^> and the olfactory 
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member^ as in all of the natives, inclining to 
Beioaii.^ 

( ^ Now to me it wolild seem that the nose 
of the liitm hath a inal*ked upturning at the end,^ 
Dudley ventured to temark, as the other ran 
vt(4ubly bver the general and well known dis- 
tinclive points of physical construction in an 
Indian. 

-^ As an Exception i Thou seest^ Ensign, by 
this elevation of the bone, and the protuberance 
of the more fleshy parts, that the peculiarity is 
an exception^ I ^ould rather have said that 
the nose originally inclined to the Roman. 
The departure from regularity has been 
fkoduced by some casualty of thek warfare, 
such as a blow fcom a tomahawk, or the gash 
of a knife— ^y ! here thou seest the scar left by 
the weapon ! • It is concealed by the paint, but 
remove that and you will find it hath all the 
form of a cicatrice of a corresponding shape. 
These departures from generalities have a ten- 
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dencyto confound pretenders ; a happy circuuK. 
stance in itself^ for the progress of knonvledge oni 
fixed principles. Place the subject more erect, 
that we may see the natural movement of the 
muscles. Here is an evidence of great aquatic 
habits in the dimensions of the foot, which go 
to confirm original conceptions* It is a happy 
proof, through which, reasonable and prudent 
conclusions confirm the quick sighted glance»*0f 
practice. I pronounce the fellow to be a Nar<4 
ragansett.*' 

^^ It is then a Narragansett that hath a foot 
to confound a( trail !'^ returned Eben Dudley, 
who had been studying the movements and 
attitudes of the captive with quite as much 
keenness, and with something more of under* 
standing, than the leech« *^ Brother Ring^ hast 
ever known an Indian leave such an out-turning 
foot-print on the leaves ?^' 

^^ Ensign, I marvel that a man of thy dis« 
cretion should dwell on a slight variety of 
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moveiteeiit, when n case exists in which the 
laws of nature may be traced to their sources. 
This training for the Indian troubles, bath 
made thee critical in the position of a foot. I 
have said that the fellow is a Narragansett, and 
what I have uttered hath not been lightly ven- 
tured. Here is the peculiar formation of the 
ibot^ which hath been obtained in infancy, a 
ftilness in the muscles of the breast and shoul- 
ders, from unusual exercise in an element 
denser than the air, and a nicer construction 



in—" 



The physician paused, for Dudley had coolly 
advanced to the captive, and, raising the thin 
robe of deer skin which was thrown over the 
whole of his superior members, he exposed 
the unequivocal skin of a white man. This 
would have proved an embarrasvsing refutation 
to one accustomed to the conflict of wits ; but 
monopoly, in certain branches of knowledge, 
had produced in favour of Doctor Ergot an 

K 3 
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acknowledged superiority, that, in its effiseCs, 
might be fikened to the predominating inflaoiee 
of any other aristocraey, on those faculties that' 
have been benumbed by its operation. His 
opinions changed, which is more than can be 
said of his countenance ; for, with the readiness 
of invention which is so often practised in the 
felicitous institutions we have named, and by 
whidi the reasoning instead of regulating is 
adapted to th6 practice, he exclaimed, with 
uplifted hands and eyes that bespoke the ful- 
ness of his admiration — 

<* Here have we another proof of the won- 
derful agency by which the changes in nature 
are gradually wrought i Now do we see in this 
Narragansett — ^" 

** The man is white!" interrupted Dudley, 
tapping the naked shoulder which he still held 
exposed to view. 

*^ White, but not a tittle the less a Narra- 
gansett/ Your captive, beyond a doubt, oweth 
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his jexistenoe to Christian parentage, but ae- 
cident hath thrown him earlj among the 
aboriginals, and all those parts which were 
liaUe to change were fast getting to assume 
the peculiarities of the tribe. He is one .of 
those beautifu] imd conneaing links in the 
chain of knowledge, by whidi science folioweth 
up its deductions to demonstration.^ 

<^ I should ill brook coming to harm for 
doing violence to a subject of the King/' said 
Reuben Ring, a steady, open-faced yeoman, 
who thought far less of the subtleties of his 
companion, than of discharging his social 
duties in a manner fitting the character of a 
quiet and well conditioned citizen. ^< We have 
had so much of stirring tidings, latterly, con- 
cerning the manner the savages conduct their 
warfare, that it behoveth men in places of 
trust to be vigilant; for,*^ glancing his eyes 
towards the ruin of the distant block-house, 
^* thou knowest, brother Dudley, that we have 
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occamon to be watchful, ia a settlement as deep 
ID the forest as this.'^ 

^^ I will answer for the indenuiity, Sergeant 
Bing,^ said Dudley, with an air of dignity* 
*^ I take upon myself the keeping of this stran* 
ger, and will see that he be borne, properly 
and in fitting season, before the authorities. In 
the mean time, duty hath caused us to over- 
look matters of moment, in thy household, 
which it may be seemly to communicate^ 
Abundance hath not been neglectful of thy 
interests, during the scout.^ 

^^ What!" demanded the husband, with 
rather more of earnestness than was generally 
exhibited by one of habits as restrained as his 
own ; '^ hath the woman called upot^ the neigh- 
bours, during my absence ?^' 

Dudley nodded an assent. 

** And I shall find another boy beneath my 
roof?'' 

Poctor Ergot nodded three times, with a 
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gravity that might have suited a communi* 
cation, even more weighty than the one he 
made* 

" Thy woman rarely doth a good turn by 
halves, Reuben* Thou wilt find that she hath 
made provision for a successor to our good 
neighbour Ergot, since a seventh son is born 
itt thy house/' 

The broad, honest face of the father flushed 
with joy, and then a feeling less selfish cakne 
over him. He asked, with a slight tremor in 
the voice, that was none the less touching for 
coming from the lips of one so stout of frame 
and firm of movement^- 

'^ And the woman — in what manner doth 
Abundance bear up under the blessing ?'' 

'< Bravely,"' returned the leech ; " go to thy 
dwelling, Sergeant Ring, and praise God that 
there is one to look to its concerns in thy 
absence. He who hath received the gift of 
seven sons, ib five years, need never be a poor 
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nor a dependant . man, in a country like this. 
Seven farms^ added to that pretty homestead 
of mountain-land which thou now tillest, will 
render thee a patriarch in thine age, and sua* 
tain the name of. Bing, hundreds of years 
hence^ when these colonies shall become 
peopled and powerful, and, I say it boldly, 
caring not who may call me one that vaunteth 
out of reason, equal to some of your lofty 
and self-extolled kingdoms of Europe — ay, 
even peradventure to the mighty sovereignty of 
Portugal itself ! I have enumerated thy fu- 
ture farms at seven, for the allusion of the 
Ensign to the virtues of men born with natural 
propensities to the healing art, must be taken 
as pleasant speech, since it is a mere delusion 
of old wives' fancy, and it would be particu- 
larly unnecessary here, where every reasonable 
»tuatibn of this nature is already occupied. 
Go to thy wife. Sergeant, and bid her be of 
good cheer; for she hath done herself, thee. 
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and thy country a service, and that untfaout 
dabbling in pursaits foreign to her comprehen- 



sion.'' 



The stuidy yeoman, on whom this rich gift 
of Providence had been dispensed, raised his 
hat^ and placing it decently before his face, 
he offered up a Bilent thanksgiving for the 
favour. Then transferring his captive to the 
keeping of his superior and kinsman, he was 
soon seen striding over the fields, towards his 
upland dwdJing, with a heavy foot, though 
with a light heart 

In the mean time^ Dudley and his compt^nion 
bestowed a more particular attention on the 
silent and nearly motionless object of their curi- 
osity. Though the captive appeared to be of 
middle age, his eye was unmeaning, his air timid 
and uncertain, and his form cringing and un- 
gainly. In all these particulars he was seen to 
differ from the known peculiarities of a native 
warrior* 
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Previously to departing, Reuben Ring had 
explained that while traversing the woods, on 
that duty of watchfulness to which the state of 
the colony, and some recent signs had given rise, 
this wandering person had been encountered 
and secured, as seemed necessary to the safety of 
the settlement. He had neither sought, nor 
avoided his captor; but when questioned con* 
ceming his tribe, his motive for traversing those 
hills, and his future intentions, no satisfactory 
reply could be extracted* He had scarcely 
spoken, and the little that he said was uttered 
in a jargon, between the language of his interro- 
gator and the dialect of some barbarbus nation. 
Though there was much in the actual state of 
the colonies, and in the circumstances in which 
this wanderer had been^ound, to justify his 
detention, little had in truth been discovered, to 
supply a clue either to any material facts in his 
^history, or to any of his views in being in the 
mmediate vicinity of the valley. 
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Guided only by this barren information, Dud- 
ley and his companion endeavoured, as they 
moved towards the hamlet, to entrap their pri- 
soner into some confession of his object, by put- 
ting their questions with a sagacity not unusual 
to men in remote and difficult situations, where 
necessity and danger are apt to keep alive all 
the native energies of the human mind. The 
answers were little connected and unintelligible, 
sometimes seeming to exhibit the finest subtlety 
of savage cunnings and at others, to possess the 
mental helplessness of appearing the most abject 
fatuity. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



'^ I am not prone to weeping, as our sex 
Commonly are :- , 

But I haye 
That honouiaUe grief lodged here, which bums 
Worse than tears drown." 

Winter^ Tale. 



If the pen of a compiler, like that we wield, 
possessed the mechanical power of the stage, it 
would be easy to shift the scenes of this legend, 
as rapidly and effectively as is required for its 
right understanding, and for the proper mainte- 
nance of its interest. That which cannot be 
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done with the magical aid of machinery, must 
be attempted by less ambitious, and, we fear, by 
£su: less efficadoos means* 

At the same eoriy houf of the day, and at no 
great distance from the spot where Dudley an- 
nounced > his good fortune to his. brotfaei' Ring, 
another m(»i;dng meeting had place, betvreen 
persons of the same blood, and connexions. 
From the instant when the pate light that 
precedes the day was first seen in the heavens, 
the windows and doors of the ooninderable dwel- 
ling on the opporite side of the valley had been 
unbarred. Ere the glow of the sun had gilded 
the sky over the outline of the eastern woods, 
this example of industry and providence was 
&Uowed by the inmates of every house in the 
village, or on the surrounding hills ; and by the 
time the golden globe itself was visible above 
the trees, there was not a human being id all 
that settlement, of proper age and health, who 
was not actively afoot. 
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It is unnecessary to say that the dwelling* 
particularly named was the present habitation 
of the household of Mark Heathcote. Though 
age had sapped the foundations of his strength, 
and had nearly dried the channels of his exist- 
ence, the venerable religionist still lived. While 
his physical perfection had been gradually giv« 
Ing way before the ordinary decay of nature, the 
moral man was but little altered. It is eveu 
probable that his visions of futurity were less 
dimmed by the mists of carnal interests, than 
when last seen, and that the spirit had gained 
some pordon of that energy which had certainly 
been abstracted from the more corporeal parts 
of his existence. At the hour already named, 
the Puritan was seated in the piazza, which 
stretched along the whole front of a dwelling, 
that, however it might be deficient in architec- 
tural proportions, was not wanting in the more 
substantial comforts of a spacious and commo- 
dious frontier residence. In order to obtain a 
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faithful portrait of a man so intimately connect* 
ed with our tale, the reader will fancy him one 
who had numbered four- score and ten years, 
with a visage on which deep and constant men- 
tal striving had wrought many and meaning fur- 
rows, a form that trembled while it yet exhibit*^ 
ed the ruins of powerful limb and flexible 
muscle, and a countenance in which ascetic 
reflections had engraved a severity, that was but 
faintly relieved by the gleamings of a natural 
Icindness, which no acquired habits, nor any 
traces of metaphysical thought, could ever en- 
tirely erase. Across this picture of venerable and 
self-mortifying age, the first rays of the sun were 
now softly cast, lighting a dimmed eye and fur- 
rowed face with a look of brightness and peace. 
Perhaps the blandness of the expression belong- 
ed as much to the season and hour, as to the 
habitual character of the man. This benig- 
nancy of feature, unusual rather in its strength 
than in its existence, might have been height- 
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ened by tbe fact that hb spirit hajd jtist wrought 
in prayer, aa was usual, in the cirde of his chiU 
dren and dependants, ere they left those retired 
parts of the building, where they had found 
rest and security during the night. Of the for- 
mer, none known and cherished in the domestic 
circle had b^en absent ; and the ample provision 
that was making for the morning meal suffi- 
ciendy showed that the number of the latter had 
in no degree diminished since the reader was 
familiar with the domestic economy of his 
household. 

Time had produced no very striking altera- 
tion in the appearance of Content. It is true 
that the brown hue of his features had deepened, 
and that his frame was beginning to lose some 
of its elasticity and ease of action, in the more 
measured movements of middle age. But the 
governed temperament of the individual bad 
always kept the animal in more than usual sub- 
jection. Even his earlier days had rather exhi- 
bited the promise than the performance of the 
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ordiniUry youthful qualities. Mental gravity 
had long before produced a ooftesponding phy- 
sical effect. In reference to his exterior, and 
using the language of the painter, it would now 
be said, that^ without having wrought any change' 
in form and proportions, the colours had been 
mellowed by time. If a few |>airs of grey were 
sprinkled, here and there, around his brow, it 
was as moss gathers on the stones of the edifice, 
rather furnishing evidence of its increased adhe- 
sion, and approved stability, than denoting any 
symptoms of decay. 

Not so with his gentle and devoted part- 
ner. That softness and sweetness ./>f air, 
which had first touched the heart of Content, 
was still to be seen, though it existed amid the 
traces of a constant and a corroding grief. The 
freshness of youth had departed, and in its 
place was visible the more lasting, and, in her 
case, the more affecting beauty of expression. 
The eye of Ruth had lost none of its gentle- 
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ness, and her smile still continued kind and 
attractive: but the former was often painfully 
vacant, seeming to look inward upon those 
secret and withering sources of sorrow that 
were deeply and almost mysteriously seated 
in her heart; while the latter resembled the 
cold brightness of that planet, which illumines 
objects by repelling the borrowed lustre from 
its own bosom* The matronly form, the femi- 
nine beaming of the countenance^ and the 
melodious voice, yet remained : but the first 
had been shaken till it stood on the very 
verge of a premature decay : the second had 
a mingling of anxious care in its most sym- 
pathetic movements ; and the last was seldom 
, without that fearful thrill which so^ deeply 
affects the senses, by conveying to the under- 
standing a meaning so foreign from the words. 
And yet an uninterested and ordinary observer 
might not have seen, in the faded comeliness 
and blighted maturity of the matron^ more than 
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the every day signs that betray the turn > in 
the tide of human existence. As befitted such 
a subject, the colouring of sorrow had been 
traced by a hand too delicate to leave the 
lines visible to every vulgar eye. Like the 
master touches of art, her grief, as it was 
beyond the sympathies, so it lay beyond the 
ken of those, whom excellence may fail to 
excite, or in whom absence can deaden affec- 
tions. Still her feelings were true to all who 
bad any claims on her love. The predomi- 
nance of wasting grief over the more genial 
springs of her enjoyments, only went to prove 
how much greater is the influence of the 
generous than the selfish qualities of our nature, 
in a heart that is truly endowed with tenderness. 
It is scarce necessary to say that this gentle and 
constant woman sorrowed for her child. 

Had Ruth Heathcote known that the girl 
ceased to live, it would not have been difficult 
for one of her fjsuth to have deposited her 

VOL. II, L 
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.regrets, by the side of hopes that were so jus- 
tifiable, in the grave of the innocent. But the 
living death, to which her offspring might be 
condemned, was rarely absent from ber 
thoughts. She listened to the maxims of resag- 
nation, whicl^ were heard flowing from lips she 
loved, with the fondness of a woman and the 
meekness of a christian ; and then, even while 
the holy lessons were stiU sounding in ber at* 
tentive organs, the workings of an unooa- 
queraUe nature led ber insidiously back to 
the sorrow of a mother* 

The ima^nation of this devoted and feminine 
being had never possessed an. undue conlrcd 
over her reason. Her visions of happiness, 
with the man whom ber judgment, not less than 
her inclination, approved, bad been such as 
experience and religion might justify. But 
she was now fated to learn there is a fearful 
poetry in sorrow, which can sketch with a ffraK» 
and an imaginative power, that no feeUer efforts 
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of a heated fancy may ever equal. She heard 
the sweet breathing of her slumbering infant in 
the whispering of the summer airs ; its plaints 
came to her ears amid the bowlings of the gale ; 
while the eager question and fond reply ^ere 
mixed up with the most ordinary intercourse 
of her own household. To her the laugh of 
childish happiness, that c^ten came on the still 
air of evening from the hamlet, sounded like 
the voice of mourning, and scarce an infantile 
sport met her eye that did not bring with it a 
pang of anguish. Twice, sinde the events oiF 
the inroad, had she been a mother, and, as if an 
eternal blight were doomed to destroy her hopes, 
the little creatures to whom she had given birth 
slept side by side near the base of the ruined 
block. Thither she often went, but it was 
rather to be the victim of those cruel images of 
her fancy than as a mourns. Her visions of 
the dead were calm and even consolatory ; but if 
ever her thoughts mounted to die abodes of 

L 2 
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eternal peace, and her feeble fancy essayed to 
embody the forms of the blessed, her mental 
eye sought her who was not, rather than those 
who were believed to be secure in their felicity. 
Wasting and delusory as were these glimpses of 
the mind, there were others far more harrowing 
because they presented themselves with more of 
the coarse and certain features of the world. 
It was the common, and perhaps it was 
the better opinion of the inhabitants of the 
valley, that death had early sealed the fate 
of those who had fallen into the hands of 
the savages on the occasion of the inroad. 
Such a result was in conformity with the 
known practices and ruthless passions of the 
conquerors, who seldom spared life, unless to 
render revenge more cruelly refined, or to bring 
consolation to some bereaved mother of the 
tribe, by offering a substitute for the dead in 
the person of a captive. There was relief, to 
picture the face of the laughing cherub in the 
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douds; or to listen. to its light footstep in the 
canpty halls of the dwellings for, in these illusive 
images of the brain, suffering was confined to 
her own bosom* But when stern reality 
usurped the place of fancy, and .she saw her 
living daughter, shivering in the wintry blasts, 
or sinking beneath the fierce heats of the 
climate, cheerless in the desdation of female ser« 
vitude, and suffering meekly the lot of physical 
weakness beneath a savage master, she endured 
that anguish which was gradually exhausting 
the springs <^* life. 

Though the father was not altogether exempt 
from, similar sorrow, it beset him less ceaselessly. 
He knew how to struggle with the workings of 
bis mind as best became a man. Though strongly 
impressed with the belief that the captives had 
early been put beyond the reach of suffering, he 
had neglected no duty which tenderness to his 
sprrowing partner, parental love, or christian 
duty, could require at his hands* 
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The Indians had retired on the crust of tbe 
snow; and with the thaw every foot-print or 
sign by which such wary foes might be traced 
had vanished* It remained mattar of doubt to 
what tribe^ or even to what nation^ the marau- 
ders belonged. The peace of the colony had 
not yet been openly broken ; and the inroad had 
been rather a violent and fierce symptom of the 
evils that were contemplated^ than the actual 
commencement of tbe ruthless hostilities which 
h^ since ravaged the frontier. But while po- 
licy had kept the colonists quiet, private affec- 
ion omitted no rational means of effecting the 
restoration of the sujSerers^ in the event of their 
having been spared. 

Scouts had passed among the conspiring and 
but half 'peaceable tribes nearest to the settle^ 
raent ; and rewards and menaces had both been^ 
liberally used, in order to ascertain the charao* 
ter of the savages who had laid waste the valley, 
as well as the m(»re interesting fortunes of their' 
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ha{>less victims. Every expecBent to detect tbe 
truth had Mled. The Narragansetts affirmed 
that their constant enemies the Mohicans, acting 
with their customary treachery^ had plundered 
their English friends ; while the Mohicans ve- 
hemently threw back the imputation on the 
Narragansetts. At other times^ some Indians 
affected to make dark allusions to the hostile 
feelings of fierce warriors, who, under the name 
of the Five Nations, were known to reside within 
the limits of the Dutch colony of New Neth^- 
lands, and to dwell upon the jealousy of the Pale 
Faces, who spoke a language di£Perent fixHn that 
df the Yengeese. In short, inquiry had pro- 
duced no result ; and Content, when he did per- 
mit his fancy to represent his daughter as still 
living, was forced to admit to himself the proba- 
bility that she might be buried far in the oeean 
of wilderness, which then covered most of the 
surface of this continent. 
Once, indeed, a rumour of an exciting nature 
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had reached the family. An itinerant trader, 
bound from the wilds of the interior to a mart 
on die sea-shore^ had entered the Talley. He 
brought with him a report that a child, answer- 
ing in some respects to the appearance which 
might now be supposed to belong to her who 
was lost, was living amoDg the savages, on the 
banks of the smaller lakes of the adjoining colo- 
ny. The distance to this spot was great ; the 
path led through a thousand dangers^ and the 
result far from certain. Yet it quickened hopes 
which had long been dormant, Ruth never 
urged any request that might involve serious 
hazard on her husband ; and for many months 
the latter had even ceased to speak on the sub* 
ject. Still nature was working powerfully with- 
in him. His eyes^ at all times reflecting and 
calm^ grew more thoughtful — deeper lines of 
care gathered about his brow,---and at length 
melancholy took possession of a countenance 
which was usually so placid. 
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It was at this precise period that Eben Dud«» 
ley chose to urge the suit he had always pressed 
after his own desultory fashicm, on the decision 
of Faith. One of those well ordered accidents 
which, from time to time, had brought the girl 
and the young borderer in private conversation, 
enabled him to effect his design with sufficient 
clearness. Faith heard him without betraying 
any of her ordinary waywardness, and answered 
with as litde prevarication as the subject seemed 
to demand. 

^^ This is well, Eben Dudley,"^ she said, ^' and 
it is no more than an honest girl hath a right to 
hear, from one who hath taken as many lAeans 
as thou to get into her favour. But he who 
would have his life tormented by me hath a 
solemn duty to do ere I listen to his wishes.'*' 

^^ I Iiave been in the lower towns, and studied 

their manner of life, and I have been upon the 

scouts of the colony, to keep the Indians ia 

their wigwams,'^ returned her suitor, endeavour* 

L 3 
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X 



ing to recount the feats of manliness that might 
reasonably be expected of one inclined to venture 
on so hazardous an experiment as matrimony^ 
*^ The bargain with the young Captain for the 
hill-Iot, and for a village homestead^ is drawing 
near a close ; and as the neighbours will not be 
backward at the stone-bee, or the raising, I see 
nothing to — ^" 

" Thou deceivest thyself, observant Dudley," 
interrupted the girl, "if thou believest eyeof thine 
can see that which is to be sought, ere one and 
the same fortune shall be the property of thee and 
me. Hast noted, Eben^ the manner in which 
the cheek of the Madam hath paled, and how 
her eye is getting sunken, since the time when 
the fur trader tarried with us, the week of the 
storm ?'^ 

^' I cannot say that there is much change in 
the wearing of the Madam, within the bearing 
of my memory ,'' answered Dudley, who was 
never remarkable for minute observations of this 
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natore, boweT^rJkeen be might fnreve io subjects 
more intimately connected with his daily pur- 
suitst ^^ She is not young and blooming as thou, 
Faith 'y nor is it often that we see — "^^ 

'' I tell thee^ man, that sc»:row ]^yetb upon 
heribrm, and that she liveth but in Uie memory 
of the lost infant ! '^ . 

^' This is carrying mourning beyond the 
bounds of reason. The child is at. peace ; as 
is thy brother, Whittal, beyond all manner of 
question. That. we have not discdvered.theit 
bones i» owing to the fire, which left but little 
totcUof— '^ I 

. ^^ Thy head is achamel housje, dull Pudley, , 
but this pictuce of its furniture sbaU not suffice 
for me. The man who is to be my .husband 
must have a feeling ;for a mother's sorrows T' 

" What is now getting uppermost in thy 
mind. Faith ? Is it for me to bring back the 
dead to life, or to place a child that hath been 
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lost SO many years, once more in the arms of its 
parents ? 

*^ It is.— Nay, open not thine eyes, as if light 
were first breaking into the darkness of a 
clouded hrsan I I repeat, it is V'^ 

** I am glad that we have got to these opeo 
declarations, for too much of my life hath been 
already wasted in unsettled gallanting, when 
sooiid wisdom, and the example of all around 
me, have shown that in order to become the 
father of a family, and to be esteemed for a sub- 
stantial settler, I should have both cleared and 
wived some years ago. I wish to deal justly 
by all, and having given thee reason to think 
that the day might come when we should live 
together, as is fitting to people of our condition, 
I felt it a duty to ask thee to share my chances ; 
but now that thou dealest in imposdbilities, it is 
needful to seek elsewhere.^ 

** This hath ever been thy way, when a good 
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understanding hath been established between 
us. Thy mind is ever getting into some discon- 
tent, and then blame is heaped on one who 
rarely doth any thing that should in reason 
offend thee. What madness maketh thee dream 
that I. ask impossibilities! Surely, Dudley, 
thou canst not have noted the mann^ in which 
the nature of the Madam is giving way before 
the consuming heat of her grief ; thou canst not 
Ipok into the sorrow of woman, or thou wouldst 
have listened with more kindness to a plan of 
travelling the woods for a short season, in order 
that it might be known, whether she of whom 
the trader spoke is the lost one of our family, 
or the child of some stranger !'* 

Though Faith spoke with vexation, she also 
spoke with feeling. Her dark eye swam in 
tears, and the colour of her brown cheek 
deepened, until her companion saw new reasons 
to forget his discontent in sympathies^ which, 
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however obtiise they might be, wete never eii-i 
tirely dormant. 

*' If a journey of a tew hundred miles be all 
thou askest, girl^ why speak in parables P' he 
good-naturedly replied. ^^ The kind word was 
not wanting to put me on such a trail. We 
will be married on the Sabbath, and, please 
Heaven, the Wednesday, or the Saturday lit 
most, shall see me bn the path of the Western 
trader." " 

^* No delay. Thou must depart with the 
sun. The more active thou provest on the 
journey, the sooner wilt thou have the ptower 
to make me repent a foolish deed.^^ 

But Faith had l^n persuaded to relax a 
little from this severity. They were married on 
the Sabbath, and the following day Content and 
Dudley left the valley, in quest of the distant 
tribe, on which the scion of another stock was 
laid to have been so violently engrafted. 

It is needless to dwell on the dangers and 
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privations of such an expedition. The Hudson, 
the Delaware, and the Susquehannah rivers 
that were then better known in tales than to the 
inhabitants of New England, were all crossed ; 
and after a painful and hazardous journey, the 
adventurers reached the first of that collection 
of small interior lakes, whose banks are now so 
beautifully decorated with villages and farms* 
Here, in the bosom of savage tribes, and ex-» 
posed to every danger of field and flood, sup* 
ported only by his hopes, and by the presence 
of a stout companion that hardships or danget 
could not easily subdue, the father diligently 
sought his child. 

At length a people weiie found, who held a 
captive that answered the description of th« 
trader. We shall not dwell on the feelings 
with which Coiitent approached the village that 
contained this little descendant of a white racei 
He had not concealed his errand, and the sacred 
character in which he came found pity and 
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respect even among those barbarous tenants 
of the wilderness. A deputation of the chiefs 
received him in the skirts of their clearing. He 
was conducted to a wigwam, where a councilf 
fire was lighted, and an' interpreter opened the 
subject, by placing the amount of the ransom 
offered, and the professions of peace with which 
the strangers came, in the fairest light before 
his auditors. It is^not usual for the American 
savage to loosen his hold easily, on one natura-^ 
lized in his tribe. But the meek air and noble 
confidence of Content touched the latent qua- 
lities of those generous though fierce children of 
the woods. The girl was sent for, that she 
might stand in the presence of the elders of the 
nation. 

No language can paint the sensation with 
which Content first looked upon this adopted 
daughter of the savages. The years and sex 
were in accordance with his wishes^ but, in place 
of the golden hair and azure eyes of the cherub 
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he had lost, there appeared a girl in whose jet 
black tresses and equally dark organs of sight, 
he might better trace a descendant of the French 
of the Canadas, than one sprung from bis own 
Saxon lineage. The father was not quick of 
mind, in the ordinary occupations of life, but 
nature was now big within him. There needed 
no second glance to say how cruelly his hopes 
had been deceived. A smothered groan strug- 
gled from his chest, and then his self-command 
returned with the imposing grandeur of Christian 
resignation. He arose, and thanking the chiefs 
for their indulgence, he made no secret of the 
mistake, by which he had been led so far on a 
fruitless errand. While speaking, the signs 
and gestures of Dudley gave him reason to be* 
lieve that his companion had something of im* 
portance to communicate. In a private inter, 
view, the latter suggested the expediency of 
concealing the truth, and of rescuing the child 
they had in fact discovered^ from the hands of 
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her barbarous masters. It was now too late to 
practise a deception that might have availed for 
this object, had the stem principles of Content 
permitted the artifice. But transferring some 
portion of the interest which he felt for the 
fortunes of his own offspring, to that of the 
unknown parent, who, like himself, most pn>^ 
bably mourned the uncertidn fate of the girl 
before him, he tendered ihe ransom intended 
for Ruth in behalf of the captive. It was 
rejected. Disappointed in both their objects, 
the adventurers were obliged to quit the village^ 
with weary feet and still heavier hearts. 

If any who read these pages have ever fell 
the agony of suspense, in a matter involving 
the best of human affections, they will know 
how to appreciate the sufferings of the mother, 
during the month that her husband was absent 
on this holy errand. At times hope brightened 
around her heart, until the glow of pleasure 
was again mantling on her cheek, and playing 
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in her eye. The first week of the adventure 
was one almost of happiness. The hazards of 
the journey were nearly forgotten in its antici- 
pated results ; and, though oocasionsd apprehen- 
sions quickened the pulses of one whose system 
answered so fearfully to the movements of the 
spirit; there.was a predominance of hope in aU 
her anticipations. She again passed among her 
maidens, with a mien in which joy was strug-^ 
gling with the meekness of suixiued habits, and 
her smiles once more began to beam with 
renovated happiness. To his dying day, old 
JMark Heathcote never forgot the sudden sensa^ 
tion that was created by the soft laugh, that on 
some unexpected occasion came to his ear from 
the lips of his son's wife« Though years had 
elapsed between the moment when that unwont^ 
ed sound'was heard, and the time at which the 
action of the tale now stands, he had never 
heard it repeated. To heighten the feelings 
whidbi were now uppermost in the mind of 
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Ruth, when within a day^s inarch of the village 
to which he was going Content had found 
means to send the tidings of his prospects of 
success. It was over all these renewed wishes 
that disappointment was to throw its chill, and 
it was affections thus revived that were to be 
again blighted by the cruellest of all withering 
influences, that of hope defeated* 

It was near the hoiir of the setting of the 
sun when Content and Dudley reached the 
deserted clearing, on their return to the valley. 
Their path led through this opening on the 
mountain side, and there was one point, among 
the bushes, from which the buildings that had 
already arisen from the ashes of the burning 
knight be distinctly seen. Until now the hus- 
band and father had believed himself equal to 
any effort that duty might require, in the pro* 
gress of this mournful service. But here he 
paused, and communicated a wish to bis com^ 
panion that he would go ahead and break the 
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nature of the deception that had led them so far 
on a fruitless mission. Perhaps Content was 
himself ignorant of all he wished, or to what 
unskilful hands he had confided a commission of 
more than ordinary delicacy. He merely felt 
his own inability, and, with a weakness that 
may find some apology in his feelings, he saw 
his companion depart, without instructions, or 
indeed without any other guide than Nature. 

Though Faith had betrayed no marked 
uneasiness during the absent of the travellers, 
her quick eye was the first to discover the form 
of her husband, as he came with a tired step 
across the fields, in the direction of the dwelL 
ings. Long ere Dudley reached the house, 
every one of its inmates had assembled in the 
piazza. This was no meeting of turbulent 
delight, or of clamorous greetings. The adven- 
turer drew near amid a silence so oppressive, 
that it utterly disconcerted a studied project, by 
which he had hoped to announce his tidings in 
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a manner suited to the occ^on. His hand was 
on the gate of the little court, and still none 
9poke ; his foot was on the low step, and yet no 
yoice bade him welcome. The looks of the 
Uttle group were rather fixed on the features 
of Ruth, than on the person of him who ap- 
proached. Her face was pallid as death, her 
eye contracted, but filled with the mental effort 
that sustained her, and her lip scarce trembled, 
as, in obedience to a feeling still stronger than 
the one which had so long oppressed her, shcf 
exclaimed, 

^' Eben Dudley, where hast thou left my hus« 
band-?'' 

" The young Captain was a^foot weary, and he 
tarried in the second growth on the hill; but 
so brave a walker cannot be far behind. We 
shall see him soon, at the opening by the dead 
beech; and it is there that I recommend the 
Madam—'' 

^' It was thoughtful in Heathcote, and libs 



THE BOBBSBSms, SSB 

his usual kindness, tp devise this well meant 
caution !^' said Ruth, across whose countenance 
a smile so radiant passed, that it imparted the 
expression which is believed to characterize the 
peculiar benignancy of angels. ^^ Still it was 
unnecessary; for he should have known that 
we place our strength on the Rock of Ages* 
Tell m^ in what manner hath my precious one 
borne the exceeding weariness of thy .tangled 
route ?*' 

The wandering glance of the messenger had 
gone from face to face, until it became faistened 
on the countenance of his own wife, in a settled, 
unmeaning gaze, 

*^^Ndy, Faith hath demeaned well, both as 
my assistant and as thy partner, and thou 
may^t see that her comehness is in no degree 
changed. And did the babe falter in this 
weary passage, or did she retard thy .movements 
by her fretfulness? But I know thy nature, 
man; she hath been borne over many long 
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miles of mountaia-side and treacherous swannp, 
in thine own vigorous arms. Thou answerest 
not, Dudley!^ exclaimed Ruth, taking the 
iJarm, and laying a hand firmly on the shoulder 
of him she questioned, as, forcing his half* 
averted face to meet her eye, she seemed to read 
his soul. 

The muscles of the sun-burnt and strong 
features of the borderer worked involuntarily ; 
his broad chest swelled to its utmost expansion ; 
big burning drops rolled out upon his brown 
cheeks; and then, taking the arm of Ruth in one 
of his own powerful hands, he compelled her to 
release her hold, with a firm but respectful 
exercise of his strength, and thrusting the form 
of his own wife, without ceremony, aside, he 
passed through the circle, and entered the dwell- 
ing with the tread of a giant. 

The head of Ruth dropped upon her bosom ; 
the paleness again came over her cheeks ; and it 
was then that the inward look of the eye 
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might first be seen, which afterwards became so 
constant and so painful an expression in her 
countenance. From that hour, to the time in 
which the family of the Wish-Ton-Wish is 
again brought immediately before the reader, 
no further rumours were ever heard to lessen 
or to increase the wasting regrets of her 
bosom. 
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CHAPTER X, 



*^ Sir, he hath never fed of the dainties that are bred in a 
book ; he hath not eaten paper, a it were ; he hath not drank 
ink ; his inteUect is not replenished f he is only an animal, only 
sensible in the dnller parts,**^ 

JLwe*9 Lahour^i Lost. 



« Here cometh Faith, to bring us tidings 
of the hamlet,^ said the husband of the woman 
whose character we have so feeblj sfketehed, 
as he took his seat in the piazsa, at the 
early hour^ and in the group ahready men* 
tioned. ^< The En^j^ bath been abrond ip 
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the billS) tbrcHkghout ibe night) vitb a chosen 
party of our peojde, and ]^chaDce she hath 
been sent with the «ubsUnttee of that they 
have gathered doneerning the unknown tni9.^' 

^ The heavy-footed Da^ey hath scaroe 
mounted to the dividfaig ridge^, where, repbrt 
goeth,' the prints of nioecsashis Were seen," oiv 
served a young mafii who in' hilr person bore 
all the evidences of an active and healthful 
manhood. ^^ Of what service is the scouting 
that faileth of the necessary distance by the 
weariness of its leader ?*^ 

" If thou believest, boy, that thy yonng foot 
& equal to contend with the smews of Eben 
Dudley, there may be occasion to show the 
magnitude of thy error, ere the danger of this 
Indian outbreaking shall pass away. Thou 
art too stubborn of will, Mark, to be yet 
trusted with the leading of parties that may 
hold the safety of all who dwell in the Wish- 
Ton.Wish within their keeping.*^ 

H 2 
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: The youtig pion looked displeased ; but, f^^^ 
|ul that his father might, observe and. misin- 
terpret his humour into a per^nal disrespect, 
be . turned away, permitting his frowning eye 
to.rest^ for an instant^ on the timid and stolen 
glance of a maiden, whose, cheek was glowing 
like the eastern sky, as she busied herself with 
tile preparations of the table. 

^^ What welcome news dost bring from the 
sign of the ,Whip^Poor-Will ?^ Content asked 
of the woman, who had 90W come within the 
little gate of his court. ^\ Hast seen the Ensign, 
since the party . took the hill paths ?— -or is it 
some traveller . who hath charged thee with 
matter for pur ears ?'^ , 

^f Eye of mine . hath not seen the man since 
he girded himself with the sword of oflBce,'' 
returned Faith, entering the piazza, and nodding 
salutation to those around her ; ^^ and as for 

strangers, when the clock shall strike noon, it 
will be one month to the day that the last of 
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them was housed within my doors. But I 
complain not of the want of custom, as the 
Ensign would never quit the bar and his gossip 
to go into the mountain-lots, so long as there 
was one to fill his ears with the marvels of the 
old countries, or even to discourse of the home- 
stirrings of the colonies themselves.'^ 

^^ Thou speakest lightly. Faith, of one who 
merits thy respect and thy duty.^ 

The eye of the former studied the meek 
countenance of her from whom this reproof 
came, with an intenseness and a melancholy 
that showed her thoughts were on other matters, 
and then, as if suddenly recalled to what had 
passed, she resumed—- 

« Truly, what with duty to the man as a 
husband, and respect to him as an officer of 
the colony. Madam Heathcote,^ the task is not 
one of easy bearing. If the King^s repre- 
sentative had given the colours to my brother 
Reuben, and left the Dudley with the halberd 



in his hand^ the preferment would have ben 
ample for one 0I bis qudlitiefl, and aU the better 
for the :Greiilit of the aettkiQeiit*"" 

^^ The Governor disuibuted his Ihvour ac- 
o(»*diog to the adwce of men competent to dis- 
tii^ish menty^ said CoDtent. '^ Eben waa 
foremost in the blood/ affair among the people 
of the Flantatioas, vfh^ste his maabood was of 
good example to all vi oprnpuij. Should he 
continue as faithful and as valiai^t^ thou mayst 
yet live to see thyself the consort of a captain !^' 

** Not for glory gaiwd in this night's marcii- 
ipg^ for yonder cometh die man» with a sound 
body, and seemingly with the stomach of a 
Caesar — ^ay, and I'll answer for it, of a regiment 
too ! It is no trifle that will satisfy his appetite 
after one of these — ha I pray heaven the fdlow 
be not harmed ; truly, he hath our ndghbour 
Ergot in attendance.^ 

^^ There is other than he too, £ot one cometh 
in the rear whose gait imd air is unknown to 



sie*«-the trail kath been strode, and Dadky 
leadeth a captive ! A savi^ in his fMitnt and 
doak €f fUn, is taken.^ 

This aMertion caused all to Kiae, far the ex» 
citement. of an apprehended inroad was still 
strong in the minds of tbose secluded people. 
Not a ayUable more was uttered, until the seout 
and his companion were b^re theoL 

The quick glance ' of Faith bad ficanned the 
person of bar bttaband, and, resumiag her spirits 
with the certamty that he was uahanned, she 
was the £rst to greet him with words. 

^ How now, Ensign Dudley ?^ said the 
woman, quite rexed that she had unguardedly 
betrayed a greater interest in his welfare than 
she might always deem prudent — ^^ how now. 
Ensign, hath the campaign ended with no better 
trojAy than this P^^ 

<< The fellow is not a chief, nor, by his step 
and dull look^ even a warrior; but he was, 
nevertheless^ alurker nigh the settlements, and it 
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wflAi thQught priident to bring him in^^ returned 
the husband, addressing himself to Content^ while 
he answered the salutation of his wife with a 
sufficiently brief nod. '^ My own scouting bath 
brought nothing to light, but my brother Ring 
hath fallen on the trail of. him that is here 
present, and it is not a little that we are puz- 
zled in probing, as the good Doctor Ergot 
calleth it, into the meaning of his errand.^ 

" Of what tribe may the savage be ?" 

<< There hath been discussion among us on 
that matter,^ returned Dudley, with an oblique 
glance of the eye towards the physician. <' Some 
have said he is a Narragansett, while others 
think he cometh of a stock still further east.^ 

^^ In giving that opinion^ I spoke merely of 
his secondary or acquired habits,'^ interrupted 
Ergot; ^^for, having reference to his original, 
the man is assuredly a white.^ 

^^ A white IT repeated all around him. 

*' Beyond a cavil, as may be seen by divers 
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particuJars in his outward conformation, viz. 
in tlie shape of the head, the muscles of the 
arms nnd of the legs, the air and gait, besides? 
sundry other signs, that are familiar to men 
who have made the physical peculiarities of the 
two races their study .'*' 

" One of which is this !" continued Dudley, 
throwing up the robe of the captive, and 
^ving his compaidons the ocular evidence- which 
had so satisfactorily Temoved all his own doubts. 
^* Though the colour of the skin may not be 
proof positive, like that named by our neigh- 
bour Ergot, it is still something in helping a 
man of little learning to make up an opinion 
in such a matter/^ f 

^^ Madam !^' exclaimed Fai^, so suddenly as 
to cause her she addressed to start, ^' for the 
sake of Heaven^s mercy, let the maidens bring 
soap and water, that the face of this man be 
cleansed of its paint." 

" What foolishness is thy brain set upon ?" 

M 3 



rejoined the Eosign, wbo had latterly affeeled 
some of that superior gravity which might be 
supposed to belong to his official station* " We 
are not now under the roof c^ the Wbip-Pooiv 
Will, wife of mine, but in the presence of those 
who need none of thy suggestions to give jxopex 
forms to an examination of office.^ 

Faith heeded no r^roof. Instead of waiting 
for others to perfiann ihal vUch ahe had d^ 
»red, she applied herself to die task, with a 
dexterity that had been, acquired by long pr^o- 
tice, and a zeal that seemed awakened by some 
extraordinary emotioui In a minute, the co* 
lours had disiqppeared from the features of the 
captive ; and though deeply tanned by exposure 
, to an American sun aad to sultry winds, his 
face was unequivocally that of one who owed 
his origin to an European ancestily. Tiie 
moveioents of the eager woman were watched 
with curious interest by att present, and when 



die short task was ended, s murmiur of surprise 
broke siaiultaQeouslyirom erery lip* 

^ There is meaning in this masquerade/^ 
observed Content, who had long and intently 
studied the dull and ungmidy oouBteninftce that 
was exposed to his scrutiny by the (^leratiott. 
^* I have heard of Cbrntiati men who have sold 
themselves to gain, and who, fiNrgetl3ngireligi<Hi 
and the love of their raee, have been known to 
league with the savage, in order to pursue 
rapine in the settlements* This wretdi hath 
the subtlety of one of the French of the Canadas 
in his eye-*' 

** Away I away !'' cried Faith, forcing her- 
self in front of the speaker, and by placing her 
-two hands on the shaven crown of the prisoner, 
foniung a sort of shade to his features-^^' away 
with all folly about the Fraichers and wicked 
leagues! This is no {dotting miscreant, but 
a stricken innocent ! Whittal^ my brother 
•Whittal, dost know me ?^ 



i 
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. The tears rolled down the cheeks of the way- 
ward wooaan, as she gazed into the face of her 
witless relative, whose eye lighted. with one of 
its occasional gkamings of intelligence, aiid> 
who indulged in a low, vacant lau^, ere he 
answered her earnest interrogatory. 

^'Some speak like men from over sea,'' .he 
said, ^* and some speak like men of the woods. 
Is there such a thing as bear's meat, or a 
mouthful of hominy, in the wigwam ?*^ 

Had the voice of one long known to be in 
the grave broken on the ears o{ the family, it 
would scarcely have produced a deeper sen- 
sation, or have quickened the blood more 
violently about their hearts, than this sudden 
i^nd utterly unexpected discovery of the cha- 
racter of their captive. WiHider and awe held 
them. mute for a time, and then Ruth was 
seen standing before the restored wanderer, 
her hands clasped in the attitude of petition, 
her eye contracted and imploring, and her 
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whole person ^expressive of the suspense tod 
excitement which had roused her long latent 
emotions to agony. 

. ^^Tell mey"* said a thrilling voice, that might 
have quickened the intellect of one even duller 
than the man addressed, ^' as thou hast pity 19 
thy heart, tell me, if my babe yet live ?'' 

" 'Tis a good babe," returned the other ; 
and then laughing again, in his, own vacant and 
unmeaning manner^ he bent his eyes with a 
jspecies of stupid wonder on Faith, in whose 
appearance there ^as far less change than in 
the speaking but wasted countenance of her 
who stood immediately before him. 

^*6ive leave, dearest Madam/' interposed 
the sister ; " I know the nature of the boy, and 
could ever do more with him than any other.''^ 

But this request was useless. The system 
of the mother, in its present state of excitement, 
was unequal to further effort. Sinking into the 
watchful arms of Content, she was borne away, 



and for a minute the anxious interest of the 
handmaiilens left none but tlie men on xho 

piazza. 

"Whittal, my did jdayfeBow, Whittal 
Ring!'^ said the son ot Content^ advanehig 
with a humid eye to take the hand of the pri' 
soner ; ^' hast forgotten, man^ the companion 
of thy early days ? It is young Mark Heath- 
cote that speakSi"" 

The other looked up into his count^f^ance^ 
for a moment, with a reviving recollection ; but 
shaking his head, he drew back in marked dis- 
pleasure, muttering, loud enough to be heard — 

<^ What a false liar is a pale-faee ! Here is 
one of the tall rogues wishing to pass for a 
loping boy !^ 

What more he uttered his auditors never 
knew, for he instantly changed his language to 
some dialect of an Indian tribe. 

"The mind of the unhappy youth hath 
even been more blunted by exposure and the 



uaag^ of 9, savage life, thm by Nature^^^ said 
Cjontent^ who, with most of the others, bad beea 
recalled by his interest in the examinatioa to 
the scene they had momentarily quitted. '^ Let 
the abt^ deal tenderly with the lad> and in 
Heaven^s time shall we learn the truth.^ 

The deep feeling of the father dotbed his 
words with authority. The eager group gaiFe 
place, and something like the solemnity of an 
offidal examinaxion succeeded to the irregular 
and harried interrogatories which had first 
broken on the dull intellect of the recovered 
wanderer. 

The dep^idants took thdr stations, in acirde^ 
around the chau: of the Puritan^ by whose side 
was placed Content, while Faith induced her 
brother to be seated on the step of the piazza^ 
in a manner that all mi§^t hear. The attention 
of the brother himself was drawn from the for^^^ 
mality of the arrangement, by placing food in 
his handsi 
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<< And now, Whittal, I would know,^* com*' 
meooed the ready woman, when a deep nlende 
denoted the attention of the auditors, *^ I would 
know, if thou rememberest the day I clad thee 
in garments of bougfaten cloth, from over sea, 
and how fond thou wast of bemg seen among the 
kine in colours so gay/' 

The young man looked up in her face, as if 
the tones of her voice gave him pleasure, but 
instead of making any reply, he preferred to 

munch the bread, with which she had endea- 
voured to lure him back to their ancient con- 
fidence. 

^* Surely, boy, thou canst not so soon have 
forgotten the gift I bought with the hard earn- 
ings of a wheel that turned at night. The tail 
of yon peacock is not finer than thou then wast ' 
— But I will make thee such another garment, 
that thou mayst go with the trainers to their 
weekly muster.^' , \ . . . 

The youth dropped the robe of skin that 
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covered the upper part of bis body, and making 
a forward gesture, with the gravity of an In- 
dian, he answered— 

^' Whittal is a warrior on his path ; he has 
no time for the talk of the women !^ 

*^ Now, brother, thou forgettest the manner 
in which I was wont to feed thy hung^, as the 
frost pinched thee, in the cold mornings, and at 
the hour, when the kine needed thy care, else: 
thou wouldst not call me woman, '^ 

^^ Hast ever been on the trail of a Pequot ? 
Enowest how to whoop among the men ?^ 

'< What is an Indian whoop to the bleating 
of thy flocks, or the bellowing of cattle in the 
bushes! Thou rememberest the sound of the 
bells, as they* tingled among the second growth 
of an evening ?" 

. The ancient herdsman turned his head, and 
seemed to lend his attention, as a dog listens to 
an approaching footstep. But the gleam of 
recollection was quickly lost In the next mo- 
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meot) he jielded to the mom poshtre^ and, po»- 
fiUy, more ui^gent deOMUKis ci \m appetite. 

'' Then hast thou lost the use of ears ; else 
ikaa irouldit not my ibat thou £xgetlest the 
sound of the bells.^ 

^ Didst ever bear a wotf hoxHi F* exclaimed 
ihe odieP. ^ That^s a sound for a hnnter ! I 
9tm the Great Chief strike die striped panther, 
irhen the boldest warrior of the tribe grew white 
as a craving pale-faoe at bis leaps f' 

^* Talk not to me of your raVenous beasts and 
great chiefs^ but rather let us think of the days 
when we were young, and when thou hadst de- 
light in the sports of a christian childhood. Hast 
forgotten ; Whittal, how our mother used to 
give us leave to pass the idle titHe, in games 
among the snow ?'* 

" Nipset hath a mother in her wigwam, but 
he asketh no leave to go on the hunt. He is a 
man ; the next snow he will be a warrior* 

" Silly boy ! This is some treachery of the 



savage, by wjiifih he bus hoxmi itby ipreakofiBS 
with llie fetters of \n% ^ntlmem* Tky mother^ 
Whsttaly was a woman of christian belitf^ anil 
oae of a white race ; and a Jund and moumiag 
iBOther was she over thy feehk^mfiBdednessJ 
Dost not remember, unthankful of heart, how 
die nursed thy sickly h^um iB boyhood, and 
how she administered I0 all tby bodily wants i 
Who was it that fed thee whea a^hungened, at 
who had compassion on thy way waidness, when 
others tired of thy idle deedi^ or grew mpatieot 
of thy weakness ?^' 

The brother looked for an instant at the 
flushed features of the speaker, as if glimmer- 
ings of some faintly distinguished scenes crossed 
the vistoos of his mind; but the animal still 
predominated, and he continued to feed his 
hunger. 

^' This exceedeth hiiman endurance T ex* 
daimed the excited Faith. ^^ Look into this 
eye> weak one, and say if thou knowest her who 
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supplied the place of that mother whom thou 
refusest to remember ; she who bath toiled for 
thy comfort^ and who hath never refused to 
listoi to all thy plaints, and to soften all thy 
sufferings ? Look at this eye, and speak ; dost 
know me P' 

** Certain !" returned the other, laughing with 
a half intelligent expression of recognition; 
*' ^tis a woman of the pale-faces, and, I warrant 
me, one that will never be satisfied till she hath 
all the furs of the Americas on her back, and all 
the venison of the woods in her kitchen. Didst 
ever hear the tradition, how that wicked race 
got into the hunting grounds, and robbed the 
warriors of the country ?^ 
^ The disappointment of Faith had made her 
ioo impatient to lend a pleased attention to this 
tale; but at that moment a form appeared at 
her side, and, by a quiet and commanding ges- 
ture, directed her to humour the temper of the 
wanderer. 
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It was Ruth, in whose pale cheek and anxious, 
eye all the intenseness of a niother^s longings, 
might be traced, in its most touching aspect; 
Though so lately helpless, and sinking beneath 
her iemotions, the sacred feelings which noW; 
sustained her seemed to supply the place of alL 
other aid, and as she glided past the listening 
circle, even Content himself had not believed it 
necessary to offer succour, or to interpose with 
remonstrance. Her quiet, meaning gesture seem-, 
ed to say, * Proceed, and show all indulgence 
to the weakness of the young man.'' The ris- 
ing discontent of Faith was checked by habitual 
reverence, and she prepared to obey. 

*' And what say the silly traditions of which 
you speak ?'^ she added,^ ere the current of his 
dull ideas had time to change its direction. 

*^ 'Tis spoken by the old men in the villages, 
aiid what is there said is gospel true. You see 
all around you, land that is covered with hill and 
valley, and which once bore wood, without the 
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fMT 6f the iSKe, andcrii^r whi)eh gam# utas srpr^d 
with ft bountiful hand. Thare are runners and 
hanterB in ow tiibe^ -who hAve been off a 
straight palh^ towards the setting sun, until 
their legs were weary, and their eyes could not 
see the clouds that hang over the salt lake, and 
yet they say 'tis ev^ where beautiful as yon- 
der green mountain. Tall trees and shady 
woods, rivers' and lakes filled with fish, and 
deer and beaver plentiful as the sands on the 
sea-shore. All this land and water the Great 
Spirit gave to men of red skins, for them be 
lored, since they spoke truth in their tribes, 
were true to their friends, hated their enemies, 
and knew how to take sealps. Now a thousand 
snows had come and melted since this gift was 
made,^ continued Whittal, who spoke ^th the 
air of one charged with the narration of a grave 
tradition, though he probably did no more than 
relate what many repetitions had rend«*ed fami- 
Mar to his inactive mind, ^* and yet none but 
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red-skins were sesn to hunt the moose, or lo go 

en the war-patb. Then the Great Spirit grew 
angry ; he hid his face from his children, be- 
cause they quarrelled among themselves. Big 
oanoes came out of the rising sun, and brought a 
hungry and wicked people into the land. At 
first the strangers spoke soft and complaining, 
like women. They b^ged room for a few wig- 
wams, and said, if the warriors would give them 
ground to plant, they would ask their God to 
look upon the red men. But ^en they grew 
strong, they forgot their words, ^nd made liars 
of themselves. Oh, they are iKcked knaves ! 
A palerface ' is a panther. When a-hungered 
you can hear him whining in the bushes like a 
strayed infant ; but wfaai you come within his 
leap, beware of tooth and claw !^ 

<' This evil-minded race, then^ robbed the red 
warriors of their land ?" 

** Certain ! They spoke like sick women, 
jtill they grew strong, and then they out-devilled 
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the Fequots themselves in wickedness, feeding 
the warriors with their burning milk, and slay- 
ing with blazing inventions that they made out 
of the yellow meal." 

'^ And the Fequots ! was their great warrior 
dead, before the coming of the men from over 
sea?'' 

'^ You are a woman that has never heard a 
tradition, or you would know better ! A Pequot 
is a weak and crawling cub." 

** And thou^— thou art then' a Narragansett ?** 

'' Don't I look like a man ?" 
. *^ I had miitaken thee for one of our nearer 
neighbours, the Mohican Fequots.'' 

*< The Mohicans are basket-makers for the 
Yengeese! but the Narragansett goes leaping 
through the woods, like a wolf on the trail of 
the deer !'' 

'* All this is quite in reason, and, now thou 
pointest to its justice, I cannot fail but see it. 
But we have curiosity to know more of the great 
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tribe. Hast ever heard of one of thy people, 
Whittal, known as Miantonimoh ? — ^^tis a chief 
of some renown.*" 

The witless youth had continued to eat, at 
intervals, but, on hearing this question, he 
seemed suddenly to forget his appetite. For a 
moment he looked down, and then he answered 
slowly, and not without solemnity — 

** A man cannot live for ever." 

*' What !" said Faith, motioning to her deeply 
interested auditors to restrain their impatience, 
^^ has he quitted his people ? And thou lived 
with him, Whittal, ere he came to his end ?^ 

^^ He never looked on Nipset, nor Nipset 
on him." 

^^ I know nought of this Nipset ; tell me of 
the great Miantonimoh.'^ 

" Dost need to hear twice ? The Sachem is 

gone to the far land^ and Nipset will be ^ 
warrior when the next snow comes !" 

Disappointment threw a cloud on every 
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coiint^uoice^ and the beam of hope^ which had 
been kindling- in the eye of Ruth^ changed to 
the former painful expression of deep inward*^ 
mifferitig. But Faith still mans^ed to repress 
all speech aihong those who listened^ continuing 
the examination, after a short delay that her 
▼exatiott rendered unavoidable. 

*^ I had thought th'at Miantonimoh was 
still a warrior in his tribe,** she said. ^ In what 
battle did he fell ?" 

^ ** Mohican Uncas did that wicked deed. 
The pale-men gave him great riches, to murder 
the Sachem.^ 

** Thou i^ak^st of the father ; but there 
was another Miantonimoh ; Ik who in lioyhood 
•dwek among the people of white blood.'' 

Whittal listened attentively ; and after seem- 
ing to rally his thoughts, he shook his head, 
•raying before he again began to eat — 

^ There never was but one of the name. 
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and there never will be another. Two eagles 
do not build their nests in the same tree. '^ 

^^ Thou sayest truly,^' continued Faith^ well 
knowing that to dispute the information of her 
brother was, in effect, to close his mouth, ^^ Now 
teH me of Conanchet, the present Narragansett 
Sachem ; he who hath leagued with M etacom, 
aiid hath of late been driveti from his fastness 
near the sea ; doth he yet live ?" 

The expression of the brother^s countenance 
underwent another change. In place of the 
childish importance with which be had hitherto 
replied to the questions of his sister, a look 
of overreaching cunning gathered abotit his 
dull eye. The organ glanced slowly and 
cautiously around him, as if its owner ex- 
pected to detect some . visible sign of those 
covert intentions he so evidently' distrusted. 
Instead of answering, the wanderer continued 
his meal, though less like one who had need 
of sustennce, than one resolved to make no, 

n2 
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coQiinamcations which might prove dangerous 
This change was not unobserved by Faith, 
or by any of those who so. intently watched 
the means by . which she had been endea* 
vouring to thread the confused ideas of one so 
dull^ and yet who at need seemed so prac- 
tised in savage artifice. She prudently altered 
.her manner of interrogating, by endeavouring 
to lead his thoughts to other matters. 

♦* I warrant me," continued the sister, " that 
thou now beginnest to call to mind the times 
when thou ledst the cattle among the bushes, 
and how thou wert wont to call on Faith to 
give thee food, when ar-weary with threading 
the wbods in quest of the kine. -Hast ever 
been assailed by the Narragansetts thyself, 
Whittal, when dwelling in the house of a 
^.pale-face?" 

The brother ceased eating. Again he ap- 
peared to muse as intently as was possible, for 
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one of his circuoiscribed intellects. But shaking 
his head in the negative^ he silently resumed 
the grateful office of mastication. 

^•'What! hast come to be «a warrior, and 
never known a scalp! taken, or seen a fire 
lighted in the roof of a wigwam .^" 

Whittal laid down the food, and turned to 
his sister^ His face: was teeming with a wild 
and fierce meaning, and he indulged in a low 
but triumphant laugh. When this exhibition 
of satisfaction was over he ccmsented to reply. 

*^ Certain,'' he said. ^* We went on a path, 
in the night, against the lying Yengeesc, and 
no burning of the woods ever scorched the 'arth 
as we blackened their fields ! All their proud 
housen were turned into piles of coals."^ ^ 

" An5 where and when did you this act of 
brave vengeance ?" 

" They called the place after the bird of 
aight ; as if an Indian name could save theui 
from an Indian massacre !'' 



A I 
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<«Ha! 'Tis of the Wish-Ton-Wish thoa^ 
apeakeat I But thou wast a sufferer, audi not 
an actor, brother, in that heartless burning.'" . 

^^ Thou liesti like a ?rieked woman of the 
pale-faces as diou art ! Nipset was only a 
boy on that path, but he. went with his people^ 
I tell thee we singed the very Vrth with our 
brands, and not a bead of them all ever' rose 
again from the ashes/' 

Notwithstanding heir great selfi-command, wad 
the object that was coiistantly before the mind 
of Faith, she shuddered at the.fierce pleasure 
with which her brother pronounced the extent 
of the vengeance that, in his imagmary charac- 
ter, he believed he had taken on his enemies*: 
Still cautious not to destroy an Sluaton whicfa[ 
might aid her in the so long defeated and -so 
anxiously desired discovery, the woman n^ 
pressed her horror and continued :-^ 

" True^-yet some were spared— surely the 
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warriors carried pri^onerff , bapk :tp t^eir village. 
Thou didst not sjay all ?" 
"All.'' 

^' Nay — thou apefikes| now of thp ini^^rables 
who were wrapt in the t^l^aang.faJIpiBkj bji^VT^ 
but some, without, might have fallen into t.hy. 
bandSjt ere tike assioled , SQKglit ^el^r, ip: (he 
tpwer. Surely— surely thou didst ^n9t j^ill all P" 

The hard breathing of Uuth . capiat the ear 
of Whittaly and for a moment he turned 4o 
regard her countenance in duU, wpnd^.. ^ut 
again shaking his head^ he answered, in a low, 
positive tone — 

, "AU;— ^y^ to the screephing womep and 
ciy^pg babes r 

" Surely thei:^ is a child:::-*'! woul^ vsay there 
is a woman, in thy tribe, of fairer skin, and of 
form different from most of thy people^ Was 
not such an one led a captive, from the burning 
of the Wish.Ton,Wish ?^ 
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*^ Dost think the cleer will live with the 
wolf, or hast ever found the cowardly pigeon 
in the nest of the hawk ?^ 

^' Nay, thou art of different colour thyself, 
Whittal, and it well may be, thou art not 
alone/' 

The youth regarded his sister a moment with 
marked displeasure, and then, on turning to 
eat, he muttered— 

'^ There is as much fire in snow, as truth in 
a lying Yengeese i" ' 

* ^^ This examination must dose,*' said Con- 
tent, with a heavy sigh ; ^^ at another hour 
we may hope to push the matter to some more 
fortunate result ; but yonder cometh one 
charged with especial service from the towns 
below, as would seem by the fact that he dis- 
regardeth the holiness of the day, no less than 
by the earnest manner in which he is journey- 
ing." 
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As the individual named was visible to all 
who chose to look in the direction of the ham- 
let, his . sudden appearance caused a general 
interruption to the interest, which bad ' been 
so strongly awakened, on a subject that wasi 
familiar to every resident in th^ valley^ 

The early hour, the gait at which the stran- 
ger urged his horse, the manner in which he 
passed the open and inviting door of the Whip- 
Poor-Will, proclaimed him a messenger, who 
probably bc»'e some communication of impor* 
tance from the Government of the Colony to 
the younger Heathcote, who filled the highest 
station of official authority in that distant set* 
tlement. Observiations to this purport had 
passed from niouth to mouth, and curiosity was 
actively alive by the time the horseman rode 
into the court. There he dismounted, and, 
covered with the dust of the road, he presented 
himself, with the air of one who had passed 

N 3 
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the dghi in the* saddle^ before ^ the man he 
sought. - 

<' I httve orders for Caplaiii Contoit Ueatb- 
^ote^*^ said the messenger, saluting alt aroand 
him with die usual grave but studied ooui^ 
tesj of the people to whom he bekn^^ed. 

** He is here to receive and to obey," was 
the answer, 

. The traveller wore a little of that myste^ 
riousness that is so grateful to certain minda, 
which, from inability to oommand respect in 
any other manner, are fond of making secrets 
of matters that might as well be revealed. In 
obedience to this feeling he expressed a desire 
that his communications might be= made apart. 
Content quietly motioned for him to follow, 
leading the way into an inner apartment of the 
house. As a new direction was given <by this 
interruption to the thoughts of the spectator^ 
of the foregoing scene, we shall also take the 



opportunity to digress^ in order to lay before 
the reader some general facts, that may be 
necessary to the connexion of the subsequent 
parts of the legend. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



^ Be eertain what you do^ Sir ; leit your justice 
Prore TiolenGe." 

WnUer*s Tale. 



The designs of the celebrated Metaoom bad 
been betrayed to the colonists by the trea- 
chery of a subordinate warrior, named Sausa- 
man. The punishment of this treason led to 
inquiries, which terminated in accusations 
agabst the great Sachem of the Wompanoags. 
Scorning to vindicate himself, before enemies 
that he hated, and perhaps distrusting thdr 
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clemency, Metacom no longer endeavoured 
to eloak his proceedings, but throwing aside 
the emblems of peace, he openly appeared with 
an armed hand. . ^ 

The tragedy had commenced about a year 
before the period at which the tale has now 
arrived. A scene not unlike that detailed in 
the foregoing pages took place; the brand, 
the knife, and the tomahawk doing their work 
of destruction, without pity, and without re- 
morse. But, unlike the inroad of the Wish- 
Ton-Wish, this expedition was immediately 
followed by othei's, until the whole of New 
England was engaged in the celebrated war 
to which we have before referred. 

The entire white population of the Colonies 
of New England had, shortly before, been es- 
timated at one hundred and twenty thousand 
souls. Of this number, it was thought that 

» 
* ■ * 

sixteen thousand men were capable of bearing 
arms. Had time been given for th« maturity 
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of the plans, ot Metacom, be might have ra^ 

diljr assemhled bands of warriiNrs wbo^, aided. 

by th^ fSaniliarity with the woods^. and ajccni^ 

tomed to the privations of such jit waif are^ 

would have threatmed serious danger to the 

growing strength of die whites.; But the w- 

dinarjr and ieifish feelings of man were as 

aetive among ihese wild trU)es as they are 

known to be in more* artificial communities. 

The indefatigable Metacom, like that Indian 

hero of our own times, Tecumth^^ had passed 

years in endeavouring to appease ancient ^ eth 
mities and to lull jealousies, in order that all 

of red blood might unite in crushing a* foe, 

that promised, should he be longer undistmrbed 

in his march to power, soon to be too fonmda* 

Ue for their united efforts to subdue. -The 

premature explosion in some manner averted 

the danger. It gave the English time to strike 

several severe blows against the tribe of tbor 

* 

great enemy, befi)re his allies had determined 



TUR BOUDSBSBS'. 879 

to make oommon cause in his de^gn. Tbs 
fummer and autumn gf 1675 bad been passed 
in active bostilities between the English and 
.Wompaooi(|^ without openly drawing any 
other nation into the Contest Some of the 
jPequots, with their dependant tribes^ even 
took sides with the whites^ and w^ read of the 
Mohicans being activelj employed in barasang 
the Sachem, on his well known retreat bom 

• * - • A. 

that neck of land where he had been hemmed 
in by the English;, with the expectation that 
he might be starved into submission. 

The warfare of the first summer was. as 

' ... . ^, 

might be expected, attended by various degrees 
,of succe^s^ fortune quite as often favouring 
the red men, in tb^r desultory attempts at 
.annoyance, as their more discnplined enemies. 
Instead of confining his operations to his own 
ciroumscrib^ and easily environed districts, 
.Metacom had led his warriors to the distant 
settlements on the Connecticut, and it was 
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during the operations of this season that se* 
yeral of the towns on that river were first 
assiuled and laid in ashes. AcUve hostilities 
had in some measure ceased between the Wonw> 
panoags and the English, with the cold wea* 
ther, most of the troops retiring to their homes, 
while the Indians apparently paused to take 
breath for theSr final effort. 
' It was, however, previously to this cessation 
bf activity, that the Commis^oners of the United 
Colonies, as they were called, met to devise the 
means of a concerted resistance. Unlike their 
former dangers from the same quarter, it was 
manifest, by the manner in which a hostile feel- 
ing was spreading around their whole frontier, 
that a leading spirit had given as much of unity 
and design to the movements of the foe, as 
could probably ever .be created among a people 
ik> separated by distance, and so divided in com- 
munities. Bight or wrong, the Colonists gravely 
decided that the war, on their part, was just. 
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Great preparations were therefore made to carry 
it on, the ensuing summer, in a manner more 
suited to their means, and to the absolute ne- 
cessities of their situation. It was in conse- 
quence of the arrangements made for bringing 
a portion of the inhabitants of the Colony of 
Connecticut into the field, that we find the prin- 
cipal characters of our legend in the Warlike 
guise in which they have just been re-introduced 
to the reader. 

Ahhough the Narragansetts bad not, at first,' 
been openly implicated in the attacks on the 
colonists, facts soon came to the' knowledge of 
the latter, which left no doubt of the state of 
feeling in that nation. Many of their young 
men were discovered among the followers of 
Metacom, and arms taken from whites who 
had been slain in the different encounters were 
also seen in their villages. One of the first 
measures of the commissioners, therefore, was^ 
to anticipate more serious opposition^ by direct* 
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ing an overwhelming force against this peo]^ 
The party collected, on that occasion^ was pro-; 
tiably the largest military body which the Eng- 
liah) at that early di^, had ever assembled in 
their ool<»ue8. It consisted of a thoussmd men, 
of whom no inconsiderable number was cavalry ,> 
a species of troops that, as all subsequent ex-^^ 
perienoe has shown, is admirably adapted U>, 
of)erations against so active and so ' subtle a foe.. 
The attack was made in the depth of winter,^ 
and it proved fearfully destructivetothe assail- 
ed.: The defence! of Conaijchet, the young' 
Sachem of the Narragansetts, waa every way. 
i^orthy of his high character f^r courage and 
mental resources, ndf was the victory gained 
without serious loss to the colonists.. The 
native chief had collated his Warriors, and 
tak^i post on a small af es of firm land ^ tha^ was 
situated in the centre of a densely wooded 
swamp, and the preparations for' resi0tance be* 
trayed a lingular familiarity with the military 
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expedients of a white inan. There had been a 
paliaadoed breast*work^ a species of redoubt, 
and a regular block-house to orercome, ere the 
colonists cotild penetrate into the fortified vil- 
lage itself. The first attempts were unsuoces^* 
£ul, the Indians haying riepuked their enemies 
with loss. But. better arms and greater coii« 
cert finally fN^vailed, tbou^ not without a 
(Struggle that lasted for many hours, and pot 
until the defendants were, in truth, nearly sur* 
rounded. 

The events of tbat memorable day made, a 
deep impressim <m the minds of men, whp wer^ 
rarely excited by any incidents of a great and 
moving character.' It was still thfe suhj^t of 
earnest and not unfrecjuently of melancholy dis^ 
course around d^e fire-sides of the colcNiists; 
nor was the victory achieved without accompa^ 
niments which, however unavoidable they 
n4ght have been, had a tendency to raise doubti 
m the minds of conscientious reli^onists oon* 
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cerning the lawfulness of their cause. It is said 
that a village of six hundred cabins was bumt^ 
and that hundreds of dead- and wounded were 
consumed in the conflagration. A thousand 
warriors were thought to have lost their lives in 
this afiair, and it was believed that the power of 
the nation was broken for ever. The- sufferers 
among the colonists the'mselves wei'e numerous, 
and tnotirning came into a vast many families 
with the tidings of victory. . 

In this expedition most of the men of the 
Wish-Ton- Wish had been conspicuous actors, 
under the orders of Content. They had not 
escaped with impunity, but it was confidently 
hoped that their courage was t<yn)eet its reward, 
in a long continuance of peace, which was the 
more desirable on account of their remote and 
exposed situation. a . 

' In the mean time, the Narragansetts were far 
from being subdued. Throughout the whole 
continuance of the inclement season, they had 
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caused alarms on the frontiers, and in one or 
two instances their renowned Sachem had taken 
fflgnal vengeance for the dire affair in which 
his people had so heavily suffered. As the 
spring advanced, the inroads becaipe still more 
frequent, and the appearances of danger so far 
increased as to require a new call on thfe^ colo- 
nists to arm. . The messenger, introduced in 
the last chapter, was charged with matter that 
had a reference to the events of this war, and it 
was with an especial communication of great 
urgency that he had now demanded his secret 
audience with the leader of the military force 
of the valley* 

^^ Thou hast affairs of moment to deal with. 
Captain Heathcote,^' said the hard-riding tra- 
veller, when he found himself alone with Con* 
tent, " The orders of his Honour are to 
spare neither whip nor spur, until the chief 
men of the borders shall be warned of the actual 
situation of the colony ^^ 
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*^ Hath aught of moving interest occurred^ 
that his Honour deemeth there is necessity for 
unusual watchfuhiess ? We had hoped that the 
prayers of the pious were not in vain ; and that 
a time of quiet was about to succeed to that 
▼iolence^ of which^ bounden by our social oove- 
nantSy we have unhappily been unwilling spec- 
tators. The bloody assault of Pettyquamscott 
hath exercised our minds severely-— nay^ it hath 
even raised doubts of the lawfulness of some of 
our deeds.^^ 

^^ Thou hast a commendable spirit of foB- 
givenessy Captain Heathcote^' or thy memory 
would extend to other scenes than those which 
bear relation to the punishment of an .enemy so 
remorseless. It is said on the river, that the 
valley of WistTon-Wish hath been visited by 
the savage in its day, and men speak freely of 
the wrongs suffered by its owners on that 
pitiless occasion/' 

*^ The truth may ndt be denied, even that 
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good fihould come thereof. It is certain that 
much sufiPering was inflicted on me and on mine, 
by the mroad of which you speak ; nevertheless, 
we have ever striven to consider it as a merdful 
diastisement, inflicted for manifold sins, rather 
than as a subject that might be remembered, in 
order to stimulate passions that, in all reason as 
in all charity, should slumber, as much as a 
weak nature will allow.'* 

^ This is well, Captain Heathcote, and in 
exceeding conformity with the most received 
doctrines,'^ returned the stranger, slightly 
gaping, eidier from want of rest the previous 
night, or from disinclination to so grave a sub- 
ject ; '^ but it hath little connexion with present 
duties. My charge beareth especial concern 
with the further destruction of the Indians, 
rather than to aiiy inward searchings into the 
condition of our own mental misgivings, con- 
cerning any right it may be thought proper to 
question, that hath a reference to the duty of 
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sdlf-pn>tection. There is no unworthy dweller 
in the Connecticut Colony, Sir, that hath en- 
deavoured more to cultivate a tender consci- 
ence, than the wretched sinner who istandeth 
before you ; for I have the exceeding happiness 
to sit under the outpourings of a spirit that 
bath few mortal superiors in the matter of pre- 
cious gifts. I now speak of Doctor Calvin 
Pope, a most worthy and Soul-quieting divine ; 
one who spareth not the goad when the con- 
science needeth pricking, nor hesitateth to dis- 
pense consolation to him who seeth his fallen 
estate ; and one that never faileth to deal with 
charity, and humbleness of spirit, and forbear- 
ance with the failings of friends, and forgiveness 
of enemies, as the chiefest signs of a renovated 
moral existence ; and, therefore, there can be 
but little reason to distrust the spiritual right- 
fulness of all that listen to the riches of his dis- 
course. But when it cometh to be question of 
life or death, a matter of dominion and posses- 



iiDii^ of £beae JSeit lands, ihaJ; the ' Lord birtb 
gtven— n^hy. Sir, t^D I Bay that, like the^ 
larfielites dea&ig with the fiiiiful occupants i^ 
Ca&aao, U behoveth us to be true to each otber,. 
aod to look upon the heathen with » distri^lful 
eye*" 

'< There may be reaaoD in that thou utterest,'^ 
observed Content, sorrowfiiUy. *^ StUl it is law- 
ful to mouni e^eii^ the aejoesaity whieh con- 
duceth to all this 8feri£& I had hop^ that tbey 
who direct the oouncib of. the icolony, laigbt 
have resorted to less violent means of persua- 
saoii,to lead the sa^i^ hvaok to reason, than 
that which oometh frofti the armed hand. *0f 
wJbat nature is Ay especial errand ?'^ 

^ Of deep urgency, S^, as wiU be seen iji 
the narration^" returned the otbex^ dropq^ung 
his T0i(Se Uke one habjtually given to the >dca« 
niatic part of diploma^, howevB* unsluUul he* 
nsiight have been in its more intellectnal acoom- 
plishniefits. ^^ Thou wast in the Pettyquam<* 
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290 THE BOEDEHEBS. 

soott scourging, and need not be reminded of the 
manner in which the Lord dealt with our ene- 
mies on that favour-dispensing day ; but it may 
not be known to one so remote from the stirring 
and daily transactions of Christendom in what 
manner the savage hath taken the chastisement 
The restless and still unconquered Conanchet 
hath deserted his towns^ and taken refuge in 
the open woods ; where it exceedeth the skill 
and usage of our civilized men of war, to dis* 
cover^ at all times, the position and force of 
their enemies* The consequences may be eanly 
conjectured. The savage hath broken in upon^ 
and Imd waste, in whole or in part, firstly — 
Lancaster, on the tenth,^ counting on his fin« 
gers, " when many were led into captivity ; 
secondly, Marlborough, on the twentieth ; on 
the thirteenth ultimo^ Groton ; Warwick, on 
the seventeenth; and Rehoboth, Chelmsford, 
Andover, Weymouth^ and divers other places, 
have been greatly sufferers, between the latter 
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period and the day when I quitteKl the abode 
of his Honour. Pierce of Sdtuate, a stout 
warrior, and one practised in the wiles of this 
nature of warfare, hath been cut off with^ a 
whole company of followers ; and Wadsworth 
and Brocklebank, men known and esteemed for 
courage and skill, have left their bones in the 
woods, sleeping in common among' their luck- 
less followers/' 

<^ These are truly tidings to cause us to 
mourn over the aband<Hied condition of ojxp 
nature,'' said Content, in whose meek mind 
there was no affectation of regrets on such a 
subject. ^' It is not easy to see in what manner 
the evil may be arrested, without again going 
forth to battle.'' 

'^ Such is the opinion of his ^onour, and of 
all who sit with him in council ; for we have 
sufficient knowledge of the proceedings of the 
enemy, to be sure that the master spirit of 

« 

wickedness, in the person of him called Fhilij^ 

o 2 



S92 TH£ moKDKSLmcsi 

h raging up'and down tbe whdie extent of the 
borders, awdcening tbe tribes to whait he 
oatletb the necessity of Tesbthig &irther aggres- 
sion, and stirring up their Tengeaaei^ 1^ dmn 
subtle expedients of inaKcious cunning/* 

*^ And what manner of proceeding hath been 
(»idered, in so urgent a strait, by the wisdom of 
our rulers?'^ 

*' Firstly, th^e is a fast ordaiined^ that we 
come to the duty^s men pndfied by mental 
struggle and deep self-examinatfon ; 49ecoiidly9 
it is Tecoeamended that the ccmgregations deal 
with more than wonted seirerity with all baek- 
tliders and evil doers, in order that the toWns 
may not fall under the divine disfdeasure^ as 
happened to them that dwelt in the devdted 
dties of Canaan ; thirdly, it is determined to 
lend our feeble aid to the otdeHng of Provi- 
dence, by caHing forth the allotted number of 
the trained bands ; and, fourthly^ it is contem- 
plated to counteract the seeds of vengeance, by 
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Mttbig a kbouD-eam&g piice on tbe beads of 

^ ^ I acioord witb tba three iisst o£ these ea&- 
pediems, aa. the knowtt and hui^ttl eesoets of 
Chriddanmeii^'' and Cootoot ; "^but the Jatte 
seenetk m measusa tlM»t Qoedptb to but etttftC- 
taoMd. wiih gteak, wa^neg^ g^ OBiaiinei; a^d sonne 
distrust of purpose." 

' '^^ Fear not^ stoe^ att swlMig aodL ecQm^iiiilcal 
dkcrelion «i active in th^ QHads of Q^ lulefs^ 
mho, haTe pondered uig^/oQ^y otk[ 9^ gfavQ a 
poliey. It is aol int9«ded toi offeir nwf» tbao 
half the reward thaj^. i» held Cortb bjf QW ai^re 
iii$i!«!ii|ltbx ajad elder sistei: of tfaa B^jf^ aqd Mx^re 
it 8omi$ acute (jueetion about tb^ neoewty of 
bidding at all tpt my of t^ndex: ;ear9. And 
iww^ Captain H<rath^te» idtb tha good leave ^ 
fo ]mpaclidi^r<i^ % $ubj^);, I willl pyocaed tO; % 
bdlEttr^ jiW th^^ d^tai^ of the nuwber, and ^ 
DMuce of tb^ &soei^ thftl it iiS hoped yoM* wi,ll 
lead in person in the ensuing campaign/' 
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As the result of that which fdlowed will be 
seen in the course of the legend, it is not neoes* 
sary to accompany the messenger any further in 
his communication. We shall therefore leare 
him and Content busied with the matter of 
their conference, and proceed to give some 
account of the other personages connected 
with our subject. 

When interrupted, as already related^ by 
the arrival of the stranger, Faith had en- 
deavoured, by a new expedient, to elicit some 
evidences of a more just remembrance from 
the dull mind of her brother. Accoiiipamed by 

most of the dependants of the family, she had 
led him to the summit of that hill which was 
now crowned with the foliage of a young and 
thrifty orchard, and placing him at the foot of 
the ruin, she tried to excite a train of recollectioos 
that should lead to deeper impressionst, and^ 
possibly, by their aid, to a discovery of the im* 
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portant circumstance that all so much longed 
to have explained. 

The experiment produced no happy result. 
The place, and indeed the whole valley, had 
undergone so great a change, that one more 
liberally gifted might have hesitated to believe 
them those that have been described in our 
earlier pages. This rapid alteration of objects, 
which elsewhere know so little change in a long 
course of ages, is a fact familiar to all who reade 
in the newer districts- of the Union. It is 
caused by the rapid improvements that are made 
in the first stages of a settlement* To fell the 
forest alone, is ia give an entirely new aspect 
to the view, and it is far from easy to see in a 
village and in cultivated fields^ however recent 
the existence of the one or imperfect the other, 
any traces of a spot that, a short time before, was 
known as the haunt of the wolf, or the refuge 
ci the deer. 

The features, and, more particularly^ the eye 
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of hk'sirflcr^ had stkrodlong dormaiit seodke- 
tions in the mind of Whittal Sia^ ( and though 
tbeae gliiii|»efr of the past, were detached and 
indiatincty tbey had . s^Ced ta qiueken that 
aoMaenl ooofid^nee wbkh waa.partiidly exbilnted 
lA their op^Bg conference. But it e&ceeded 
Us fceUe powers to reeal objects that wocdd 
.appeal to no rerj lively ayiap^thies^ and wlueh 
had theiBfldTes undergone si> material altera* 
tiona Still the witleas yefuth did not look on 
the ruin^ entirely iHthout some stirrings of his 
natore. Alcbdag^ the sward, arouird its ba^e, 
was lively in the brightest verdm'e of early 
amnmer^ and the deUcioasr qdonr of the wild 
clover sainted his senses, s^ there waa that in 
'the blackened and ragged walls^ the poi^oatjf 
the UmeVy and the view of the surronn^g 
hills, shorn as so mudi of them now were, that 
evidently spoke to his eailieat impressicm&r He 
looked at the spot, as a hound gazes at a master 
who has been so long lost as ev;^ ta deadm his 



inadBct ; and^ at timcA^ aahiseoraiuniicna •iiika»^ 
voured to aid his faint iinagc% it vouid Hwni as 
if i9«nMry vctq likely to tmioaphy ai4 all Hk^ie 
dacqilive ppiaiMs, vihich hfttat a^d Ivdim 
«ike had cbawn aver hia duQ ioiiid» w^ ajboitf 
to vaofidi hefe]!e the Ught of rei^ily. Bui tbt 
aflurements of a life ia wluck tWe wa^ m 
tiiiudi 6£ the ff eadon 0f . natufe^ nbigl^ walk 
the {aadnatiag pleasures <^ the dwiat und of thf 
.woods* ware aol t«i be diifiaiiaesspdt a[^ r^ii>f. 
When Fai^ itHfuUj k4 hiot kaf^k iQ tilwMf^ 
•animal enjajrasepts^ of whieh t^ bad boeiA fo 
£iiid in hqybopdy th^ Iwtaay bf h«r broithfr 
tfiemed mest to wa'ifer ; but wfef n^ar it bepf^ll^ 
apparent that the dignity of a warrior, a^ ^1 

iba mare recent and far moffi aUuripg d^Uf hts 
of his laljer lifcb were t^ be aban^P^d? ^^ b)s 
being eould retura into its £pi:iii^ c^otepg^, 
4aa dull faculties obstinately refused to lend 
thamad\9es ta a change thai;, in bis dasie^ would 

o 3 



^ I 



398 THE B0BDEEKB6. 

have been little short of that attributed to the 
transoii^ation of souls. 

After an hour of anxious and, frequently, on 
the part of Faith, of angry efforts, to extract 
some evidences of his recollection of the condi- 
tion of life to which he had once belcmged, the 
attempt^ for the moment, was abandoned. At 
times it seemed as if the woman were about to 
prevail. He often called himself Whittal ; but 
he continued to insist that he was also Nipsett^ 
a man of the Narragansetts, who had a mother 
in his wigwam, and who had reason to believe 
that he should be numbered among the war- 
riors of his tribe ere the tail of another 
snow. 

In the meantime, a very differmit scene was 
passing at the place where the first examination 
had been held, and which had been immediately 
deserted by most of the' spectators, on the sud- 
den arrival of the messenger. But a solitary 
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individual was seated at the spacious boards 
which had been provided, alike for those who 
owned and presided over the estate, and for 
their dependants, to the very meanest. The 
individual who remained had thrown himself 
into a seat, less with the air of him who consults 
the demands of appetite, than of one whose 
thoughts were so engrossing as to render him 
indifferent to the situation or emplojrment of 
his more corpoitd part. His head rested on 
his arms, the latter effectually concealing the 
face, as they were spread over the plain but 
exquisitely neat table of cherry wood, which, 
by being placed at the side of one of less costly 
material, was intended to form the only distinc- 
tion between the guests, as, in more ancient 
times, and in other countries, the salt was known 
to mark the difference in rank among those who 
partook of the same feast. 

** Mark,'* said a timid voice at his elbow, 
" thou art weary with this night-watching, and 



dOO TR£ BORDSREBS. 

with the sooiittng on the hiUs. IKist not think 
of taking food before seeking thy rest ?^ 

'* I Bleep not,^' returned the youlh^ raisnog 
his head, and gently pushing aside the basin of 
simple food) that was offered by one whose eje 
looked feelingly on his flushed feature^ aOEid 
whose suffused cheek perhaps betrayed there 
was secret consciousness that the glance was 
kinder than maiden diffid^ice should allow — 
'^* I sleep not^ Martha, nor doth it seem to me 
diat I shall ever sleep again.^ 

^* Thou frightest me by this wild and un- 
happy eye. Hast suffered aught m the march 
on the mountains?^ 

*^ Dost think one of my years and strength 
unable to bear the weariness of a few hours 
Watching in the forest ? The body is well^ but 
the mind endureth grievously." 

^^ And wilt not say what causeth this vexa* 
tion? Thou knowest, Mark, that there are 
iume in this dwelling, — nay, I am certain I 
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migbt add in this vidlej, that do not wish thee 
happiness.*^ 

« 'Tis kind to say it^ good Martha, but thou 
never hadst a sister V 

^ 'Tis true I am all of my race; and yet to 
me it seemeth that no tie of blood could have 
been nearer than the love I bore to her who 
is lost." 

<< Nor mother! thou never knewst what ^tis 
to reverence a parent.^' 

*^ And is not thy mother mine ?" answered a 
voice that was deeply melancholy^ and yet so 
soft that it caused the young man to gaze in- 
tently at his companion, for a moment, ere he 
again spoke. 

«< True, true," he said, hurriedly. *^ Thou 
must and dost love her who hath nursed thy 
infancy, and brought thee, with care and ten- 
derness, to so fur and happy a womanhood.'^ 
The eye of Martha grew brighter, and the eo* 
lour of her healthful cheek deepened, as Mark 
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uDocxiaciousIy uttered this commendation of htf 
appearance; but as she shnmk, with female sen- 
sitiveness, from his observation, the change was 
unnoticed, and he continued. ^^ Thou seest that 
my mothar is drooping hourly under this sorrow 
tat our little Ruth ; and who can say what 
may be the end of a grief that endureth so 

lOTg r' 

^* ^Tis true that there hath been reason to fear 
much in her behalf, but of late hope hath gottai 
the better of apprehension. Thou dost not weU 
— nay, I am not assured thou dost not evil — 
to permit this discontent with Providence, be- 
cause thy mother yieldeth to a little more than 
her usual mourning, on account of the unex- 
pected return of one so nearly connected with 
her that we have lost." 

« *Tis not that, girl— 'tis not that T 

* ' If thou ref usest to say what 'tis that giveth 
thee this pain, I can do little more than pity.*' 

" Listen, and I will say. It is now many 
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years, as thou knowest, unoe the savage Mo- 
hawk^ orNarragansett^ Pequot^ or Wompanoag, 
broke in upon our settlement and did bis Ten- 
geance. We were then children, Martha, and 
^tis as a child that I have thought oi^ that mer- 
ciless burning. Our little Ruth was, like thjrself, 
■a blooming infant of some seven or eight years ; 
and I know not how the folly hath beset me, 
but it hath been ever as one of that innocence 
and age that 1 have continued to think of my 
sister." 

^' Surely thou knowest that time cannot stay ; 
the greater, therefore, is the reason that we 
should be industrious to improve — *'* 

^^ 'Tis what our duty teacheth. I tdl thee, 
Martha, that at night, when dreams come over 
me, as they sometimes will, and I see our 
Ruth wandering in the forest, it is as a playful, 
laughing child, such as we knew her ; and, even 
while waking, do I fancy my dster at my knee, 
as she was wont to stand, when listening to 
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dicMe idle tal68 with vfaicb we K|^teiie4 our 
duldhood.*^ 

^* But we had our fairth ifi the tasie jeaar and 
iaiontbi-«dG6t think of me too, Maark, a& one of 
that childish age ?^' 

^ ^ Of thee S»^hat cannot well be. Do I not see 
that thou art grown into the ooodidon of a wo^ 
man — ^that thy little tressee of brown have be- 
come the jet black and flovriog hair that beoDOies 
thy years, and that thou hast the stature^ and, I 
say it not in idleness of speech, Martha, for thou 
koowest my tongue ia no vain flatt^er, but do I 
not see that thou hast grown into ail the excel- 
lence of a inost oomety maiden? But 'tia not 
thus, of rather 'twas not thus^ with her we 
mourn; for till thia hour have I evcsr pic- 
tured my sister the little innocent we sported 
lirith that gloomy night she was snat<died (rand 
our arms by the cruelty of the savage." 

^^ And what hath dianged thb plea^ng image 
of our Ruth ?'' asked his companion, half cpvor- 



iv^ her face to conceal the still deeper glow of 
female gratiieation, which had been- kindled by 
the wcffds just heard. '^ I often think of her as 
thou hast described ; nor do I now see why we 
may not stiH believe her, if she yet Ike, all that 
we could desire to see.^ 

" That cannot be — ^the delusion is gone, and 
in its place a fi'^htfal truth has yisited me. 
Here is Whittd Ring, whom we lost a boy; 
thou seest he is returned a man^ and a savage ! 
No, no ; my sister is no longer the child I Ibred 
to think her, but one grown into the estate of 
womanhood* 

•* Thou thinkest of her unkindly, while thoo 
thtnkest of others far less endowed by nature 
with too much indulgence, for thou remem- 
berest, Mark, she was ever of more pleasing 
aspect than any that we knew.** 

**I knownot thiat— I say not that — I think 
not that. But be she what hardships and ex- 
posure may have made her, still must Ruth 
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Heathcote be far too jgood for an Indian, wig- 
wam. Oh I 'tis horrible to believe that she is 
the bond-woman, the servitor^ the wife of a 
savage T 

Martha recoiled, and an entire minute passed 
during which she made no reply. It was eTi<- 
dent that the revolting idea for the first time 
crossed her mind, and all the natural feelings 
of gratified and m^den pride vanished bef<»ne 
the genuine and pure sympathies of a female 
bosom. 

« This cannot be,** she at length murmured 
— ^* it can never be ! Our Ruth must still re» 
member the lessons taught her in infancy. 
She knoweth she is bom of Christian lineage^ 
of reputable name, of exalted hope, of glorious 
promise !" 

" Thou seest by the manner of Whittal, who 
is of greater age, how little of that taught can 
withstand the wily savage.^ 

" But Whittal faileth of Nature's gifts ; he 
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hath ever been below the rest of men in under- 
standing.'^ 

'< And yet to what degree of Indian cunning 
hath, he ahready attained !^* 

** But^ Mark,^ rejoined his companion, timid- 
ly, as if, while she felt all its force, she only 
consented to urge the argument, in tenderness 
to the harassed feelings of the brother^ '^ we are 
of equal years; that which hath happened to 
me, may well have been the fortune of our 
Ruth;' 

^Baatrmsm that, bdi« meqxisned thyself , 
or that having at thy years inclinations that are 
free, my dster may have escaped the bitter 
curse of being the wife of a Narragansett ; or, 
what is not less frightful, the slave of his 
humours ?^ 

Truly I mean little else than the former.^ 
And not the latter,^ continued the young 
man, with a quickness that showed some sudden 
revolution in his thoughts. <* But though, with 
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opnikms' thai are decided^ imd widi kmdiiess 
awakened in behalf of one favoured, than hfisi- 
teCcBt, Miurtba, it is not liiietbot & ^Lteft* in 
the fetters of savage Hfe wuM so losg paaae tib 
think. Eiren here, in diei aei^meBl;^ all atse not 
dificnlt of judgment as thoa !^ 

The long lashes yibcated above the dbvk ^es 
of the maiden,, ahd^. for an instant^ il aeemed as 
if she had no intenlibft to reply; htit looking 
timidly aside^ she anawered ia a voice so knv 
that her companion scarcely gathered the aeai^ 
ing of thai Ae uttered, 

^^I know not how I may have eoniedl this 
false character among my friends,^ she said; 
**for to me it ever seemeth thai what I feel 
think is but too easiJijr known/' 

*^ Then is the smart gallant from the 
ford town, wha cometh and geeth so>' often 
betw^R this distent settkraent and his fi^er^s 
house, belter assured ot his s«ieceds thaii I bad 
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tbouj^it* He wiH not journey the long road 
mudi ofteaer alone !^' 

^* I have angered thee^ Mmrk^or thou woiildst 
not fipeak with so cold an eye to one who haih 
ever Gved with thee in kindness.^ 

^^ t do not speak in anger, for ^twoidd be 
both unreasonable and unmanly to deny ail of 
thy sex right of choice ; but y<et it dolih seem 
right that, when taste is suited and judgoieiit 
appeased, there should be Kttle tnotire for with^.- 
holding speech." 

^^ And wouldst thou have a liiaiden <^f «iy 
years, in haste to believe that she was sought, 
when haply it may be, that he ef whom you 
speaik is in quest of thy society and friendship, 
rather than of my favour.*^ 

''Then might be spare much labour and some 
bodily suffering, unless he jGnds great pleasure 
in the saddle, for I know udt a youth in the 
Connecticut eolony for wiiom I have smaller 
esteem. Others may see matter of approval in 
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him, but to me he is of bold speech, ungainljr 
air, and great disagreeableness of discourse.^ 

'^ I am happy that at last we find ourselves of 
one mind, for that, thou sayst of the youth, is 
much as I have long considered him.^^ 

'< Thou ! thou thinkest of the gallant thus ! 
Then why dost listeu to his suit ? I had be- 
lieved thee a girl too honest, Martha, to affect 
such niceties of deception. With this opinion 
of his character, why not refuse his com-t 
pany?" 

<* Can a maiden speak too hastily f^ 

*^ And if here, and ready to ask thy favour^ 
the answer would be — '" 

*^ No I^' said the girl, raising her eyes for am 
instant, and bashfully meeting the eager look of 
her companion, though she uttered the mono- 
sylkble firmly- 

Mark seemed bewildered. An entirely new 
and a novel idea took possession of his brain. 
The change was apparent by his altering coun-^ 
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tenaBoe and a eheek that glowed like flame. 
What he might have said most of our readers over 
fifteen may presume ; but at that moment^ the 
voices of those who had acGompaaied WUttal to 
the ruin were beard on theor return, and Martha 
glided away so juleutly as to leave him for a 
momeDt ignorant of her absence. 
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